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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tn .he part of 1836, an advertiser ient appeared in 
some of the religious periodiea^, an<^ thi several^Essays 
written in cors^fqacnc'ie ci its appearance x^re^placed in 
the hands of the Rev. W. H? ^U'jch, President*of Step- 
ney College, and the Rev. John Clayton, jun., A M., who* 
presented the following report ; — t , 

“Desirous oCawake’^ing the whole Christian commu- 
nity to the claims of the British and Foreign Saijors* So- 
ciety, several gentlemen of the Committee h"*yd originated 
a subscription to offer a premium of nfty pour^s for* the 
best Essay on the moral claims of -^Britisb* Oleanj^en. The 
proposed title is, * An Essay; ihfe* Moral Claims ^of Sailors 
Stated and Enforced, embodying the present coi edition of 
the seafaring population, and the duty of th|fe jjjjblic in 
general, and all Christiarib in particiflar, to pr<^ote their| 
moral and religious improvement, and the best lyeans by 
which this may be accomplished.’ In^coij^edJuence of CRTS' 
notic®, several Essays have been written, |nd sent^t# the 
Committee, at whose r'^'|uest we have carefully perused 
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^them for the purpbSe of adjulfication. ' It is J proper to 
remark, that the name;? o/ the autho^^,p unfi^wn to us. 
Wfiilsyt^^tfien, we have great pleasure in recordipg, that 
some of *tfie otlier Essajs are writfen with considerable 

*. r € * « i 

ability, and are Well a(|apted to answer the proposed object, 
Ve have no hesitation ii^^ariTving atrth^ ^ec^sion, that tljis 
is enfttled yto the*" priz^. We earnestly* pray that this* 
appe'alYo the wisdom,.' hum piety of^tte public 

may meel!^,with an honest respon|a;; and that, in the hands 
of God, it may ke ^y instrumental to the briA^ng Vj of 
thaf glorious p# rio^,^ whcrf ^the 'abundance of the sea 
shall be ttirnefi toward the Church,\nd The- wealth of the 
nations shall come to h^^r.**** 


V. H. MURdlH, Stepnei/ College. 
^OHN CLAYTON, Jun., Hachney. 


Nov, 2¥, 1836. 



PREFACE. 

It the boast of art and scien^'s iii Jhe present 
day, that, by a minute s'-fcdi vision^ of labour, they 
are enabled to accomplish »their purposes \»ith an 
ease, a rapidity, and a finish, totally »unknl)wn to 
former times. Provided the means oT the reli- 

I • 

gious community permit, it is no less the iiiterest 
of Christians to pursue a sin^il9,r aour‘\e* for the 
accomplishment of benevolent o\i»jects. AccorH- 
the ^members of the. British and ^foreign 
Sailors’ Society, withoist casting dispamg^nient 
on other departments of Christian activ'ty^ >have^ 
devoted themselves especially to that neglected 
but interesting portion of the cmimmiity^ — our 
mpritime population, « That more efficient, 
well as more extendevi’ means for the moral and 
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religious improveme^it of our seamen t^ay be de- 
vised, than those now. in opCx^dtion, is the first 
pfrsuasijn of the British and Foreign Sailors^ 
^Society.” 

Besides which, tlie 'spirit of <iaste which per- 
vades th'^t-seafarlfig class, and which, to a certain 
extentj'i isolates it from the» rest of thfe commu- 
nity, renders it highly desirable that whatever* is 
done for sailors' by ChriCSfan benevolence, should 

<u • , 

be done by a S^iety specially, and by name, 
devoteil to their welfare. 

And,* if an additional reason for such a Society 
were wanting, it is to be found in the fact, that 
the most «'eriais ^vils of the class are so peculiar^ 
both i:. their origin and operation, as to require a 
distinct' method of tr^^tment, 

T?hj following Essay, ^eretore, originated by 
the benevolent call of the» British and Foreign 

L 

Sailors’" Society, is devoted to a consideration of 
<Hhe ' present condition of seatnen; the duty of 
tL\publicv^n general, and of all Christians in 
particular, to promote thfeir "moral and religious 
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imjprovement ; and to the be‘9t means by which 
this object may be .*ccomp’ished.” 

The writer regress that th'^ prescribed limits of 
the Essay did not permit, that which the affect- 
ing nature and universal importance of the spb- 
ject would certainly have invij:ed — gi'^iter co- 
piousness of appeal. Would that this were its only 
iniiir/fectlon ! 

M:iy the great God o^f SaviouV coipmand his 
blessing to rest on this humbh attempt, that it 
may be made the means of calling attenaon to 
the urgent claims of our Oeamen, of aiding the 
benevolent designs of a Society dfvoted to^their 
welfare, and of thus promoting the divin*? felpry. 


Feb. 1837 , 



In Order to e3;:tend the knowledge ot the cha- 
racter and operatiuhs ot the Society whose /.eal » 
called fg^th thla ^Essaj, it has heen deemed de- 
sirable, to insert in this part of the volume the 
following 

PROSf^ECTUS 

*bF THE 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN SAILORS’ SOCIETY, 


(lyludmg the “ Port of London and Bethel Union/’) 

FO^ r5»OM9TIIgG«THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS 
IMPlloVEMENT OF SEAMEN. 

Tlie "British and Forei^i ^)ailors’ Society was originally 
iiistltv^ed in tue year 181 as ‘‘The Port of London 
Society.” “The Bethel Union Society” was formed in 
ISfL'* arid both were devoted in various ways t(f promote 
the moriil and religious welfare of seamen. Both these 
societies jinited in the year 1827, ps “The Port of I,ton- 
don and Beti "*1 Union^ Society, for promoting Belifpon 
ammg Brittih and Foreign Sea,.\enJ* It was designed to 
promote the Christian instruction of the '^''pusands of 
neglected merchi^it seamen, especially those visiting the 
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pou of London ; but the claims of seamen in pro\incial 
ports, and the moral '’ondition of loreign seamen, pi 6sented 
themselves in such a variety of forms, that the founders of 
the Society were induced to contemplate the saltation of 
sailors throughout tue world : hence the present title was 
adopted in 1830 for the Institution, which must commend 
itself to the patronage of all true Christians. » 

I’HE CONSliJJTlON OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ^aIlORs' 
SOCIETY. I 

1 . The Society shall kjompre^e^id deji(5minati^s «f 

Ciiii&vh.”s bolding the esscaclal doctfines ^f the Pro- 
testant faith. ^ 

‘2. The affairs of the Society shall be managed by a 
board of directors, chosen annually at the general meeting 
of Uie subscribers. • 

3. All agents of the Society shall oe chostn by tne 
directors. 

4. Every subscriber of One Guv^ec^ armuali^j’^r doiKir 
of Ten Guineas, or upwards, at one»time,iBhall be a mem- 
ber of this Society. 

5. Every minister giving! t^ollection to the^Societ), 
shall be at liberty to 'attend the meeting %f ilfe^ Co’'"'- 
mittee. 

6. A report of the proceedings of the Committee .Ath« 
an auditeli statement of tli finances of the Society, shall 
be presented every year to the general meeting. ^ 
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THE OBJECTS OF flPHE iIJRITIfeH AND FOREIGN SAILORS 'SO- 
CIETY^ arc, pROMOTika the morai^^.* religious wel- 
fare OF seamen' of the* united kingdom, AI^D of ALl 

. ‘ f 

' nations, 

1. 6y establishing' the preaching of the gospel among 
seamen on shipboard, iwid< on sho.e, t,hroughout the pprt 
of J^oiidon. 

2. E} ^ ^system* constantly visiting 'the seamen on 
shipboapl, and on shore, calling their attenViQn to tht' 
blessings of religio^ij^ supplying them with IJiules, truly 
CJfristian books, aii? religious and temperance tracts. ' 

3. By employing faithful ^ell-known, and^ 
preachers, to attend the Bethel meetings among seamen ; 
and one or more Thames missionaries, constantly to visit 
seamen th^eir arrival in port, in the several docks, and 
boarding«4iouses, and wheq leaving the port of London. 

4. By day-schdols, and Sunday-schools, for the educa- 
tion the children of seamen and watermen, of whom 
many are'V>tphan(r. . ^ 

,5. By fumishvig»- sl^p-libraries ot religious books on 
loan. *o vessels bound, to foreign ports. 

6. B^ providing missiggarifs to seamen in the provin- 
o«i? pgirts of'Gneat Britain and Ireland, and aiding local 
associaciof s, by grants of money, books, tracts, and Bethel 

prosecuting the great objects of the Socie^. 

7. Byoengaging missionaries^on remote statioru of mari- 
time importance ; providing seamen’s chaplains for the 
most frequented foreign ports ; and co-operating, in ever^' 
Ipao^cable n»^ner, with the friends of seamen throyghi^ut 
the world, especially the Amer*jan Seasrilsn’s Frimd 
§ 9 ciety. 
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The Britis'' '‘nd Foreign Sailors* Sociecy employs- c/cujn 
acceptable agents, w proclai'n the gospel to seamen in 
the port of London. These hold eighteen meetings every 
week on shipboard fo- this purpose : and divine services 
are provided also at their chapels on shore. The vast 
shipping in the riv r Ihames, and in the East and West 
Inuia, the London, and St. Catharine’s Docks, are con- 
stantly vi'^ited by the SocietV’s agents; the ..-.I’ors lare 
furnished with religious and temperance tracts, and the 
ships are ‘supplied with Bibles, religious books, and loan 
libraries. Their agents preach in the English, Wel'^h, rnd 
oeruii." InTiguages. 

In connexion with the Sailors’ Chapel, Shadwell, the 
Society has day-school for sailors* children, containing 
190 boys and 100 girls, many of whom are orphans — 
hundreds more apply in vain fo^ want of roon^*; a Sabbath- 
school, also, containing 200 children — and ths vestry is 
constantly open to navigation and Bible classes, ^t is^an 
interesting fact, that, in the course of the p'*St. year, Ahe 
Chapel, at Shadwell, has been amende 1 by 30,000 per- 
sons, 15,000 of whom were seamen 

Provincial ports are also re^jerded by the Society : ai. ' 
its Directors employ ministers to preach the gofipel to ^ i- 
men in North Shields, South Shields, on the r* /er Ex, on 
the Scilly Isles, in Dublin, Belfast, and Newry ; a'- 1 tiicy 
have granted libraries, to assist local auxiliaries in 
Deal, Ramsgate, Margate, Yarmouth, Leeds, Gorlestonc, 
Olovelly, Scilly, &c., for the benefit ot s'^amen ; besides 
eficieiitly aiding in the supply of 620 libraries, which 
contain 52 OuO volumes, for the seamen of the coast-guard 
^tatious around England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
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Th’e^Society’sToreiiif ojperations are on by agents 

^nd friends at Memel in ^Prussia, <^mburgh, Honfleur, 
Jamaica, Perigee, Honduras, New South Wales, *in Tahiti, 
aiid the Navigators Islands <in thei Sc^uth Seas ; in these 
and other places 40 cof their Bethel flags are flying, as the 
well-known signal to irt^it^? s^lori^' to ‘the house and wor- 
ship" of God. Besides these' labours, the Society has a’-'out 
300 JOttH^^ijhip-librarl^sjofj choice religioifij books, for the 
use of Seamen in vessels sailin^^t to all parts of the world ; 
and a library cf ^ib|g^it 3500 suitable volumes 4n constant 
ure bgr sailorS ^mpli^yed^O coasting trade and thost on 
shore. 

During the past year the Society circulated, by its va- 
rious agents, 226 Biblfis and Trstaments, 4000 volumes 
of bounSl bookk, 20,000 pamphlets, and 100,000 religious 
tracts in the*English, Welsh, Irish, French, German, Dutch, 
Danish, S\vedish,^ Spanish, Russian, Modern Greek, and 
otjter languages, promote the improvement of seamen. 

‘WhiJe,^ljt^w'e\;^r, tjie^. Directors refer to these ^facts with 
gratitude to God^»tliey Purvey the immense maritime popu- 
latio^t^ith a*measure^#'of despondency, exclaiming, “ What 
'are these amongst so many4*”. for, exclusive of foreign sea- 
%t least 50,0^/) anflually enter our ports, 
the aggr^ate of British merchant seamen, including the 
•pitbfJijj^ghtermen, boatmen, and iishJlrmen, around our own 
coasts, aiRounts to at least Hundred and Fffty Thou- 
sand nqt including their faipilies! But for the 

Clifistiau instru'^tfon of these multitudes, very little has 
^Vkeeii done, except by the Brit’sh and Foreign Sailers' 
^Society, its affiliated associations, ®and the \Sc&\ 
,Jj:stitutions at LivpVpool, Hull, Bristol, &c. v; ’ 
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The Directc *»*’e anxious to comply with the numerous 
and pressing calls made upon them for aid from dl quai* 
ters, but ineir limited resources forbid, although they have 
reduced every branch jf theii expenditure to the lowest 
possible amount. They are in immeaiate need of about 
jCS/JOO, to employ more ager/s at liome and abroad, to 
repk oish their libraries, and tc erect a Sailors’ Chapel in 
a vicinity trost frequented by si amen. 

This may appear a considerable sum: but every reflect- 
ing mind must admit, that it is far less tU ;i Christians in the 
metropolis alone should yield to an object o^ so mucii im- 
pjriain.c *».s evangelisation of the maritim'' population 
of Britain, not to say of the whole wo^’ld ! The Dir3ctors 
feel that the indifference manifested by Christians towards 
the immortal interests of perishing., mariner^i must result 
from want of information ; to afford which they consider a 
duty devolving on themselves. To the many truly bene- 
volent Christians and churches, who have never yet con- 
tributed to aid the cause of evangelizing set men, no direct 
application can have been made — ^presenting the cordition 
of sailors, and the impediments which their immo’-a^ haiL>'» 
throw in the way of missions to die heathen , — ay deplored 
by Morrison, Ellis,, Williamc, Yate, and other hon./urea 
missionaries of the Church, the London, the \'esleyan 
and the Baptist Missionary Societies. Surely thes'" con- 
siderations yvould have been more than sufficient to engage 
ti.? friends of the Redeemer to co-operate with the Insti- 
tuiion. 

Man^ are but littlfe informed* concerning the extent to 
which the pr#»uious lives of our seamen are sacrificed in their 
dangerous employment in procuring the v:ealth and advan- 
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Wges enjoyed by Grpat Britain. — Froip.>i«yd’s “ Shipping* 
k has been found, tMhtfrom nSS to the year 1829, 
the average iramber of ships wreck^ was Five Hundred and 
Fifty-, seven annually h In the lattferoyear they exceeded 
Eight Hundred I aAd they are believed to have increased 
since that time ! Mure /tlian 'Tw 6 Thousand sej&neii 
aKviually perish thus ih thf^ mighty deep ; and the grater 
pfopOruoi? of these, it is be feared, pass ini«> the awful 
presence of their God, unprep^ed by the truer knowledge 
of the Savjoi.rJ f*Are not Christian landsmen, therefore, 
*boufid to mWe l^iiown'ibe gospM to sailors? 

Fo^ower^ of Christ I will you allow this appeal"io » e 
addreised to you ip vaip ? Can you be acquainted witft 
the fact, that Two Thousand pofer mariners annually perisli 
in the very SLCt of ministering to your wealth, enjoyments, 
and knowledge^ and yet^be indifferent to their salvation ? 
Wilk you -allow them thus to be hurried into eternity, and 
if unprepared, 4s in moet instances we fear they are, to 
^esceid ^Tfito Ae place of torment^, without exerting your 
utmoft efforts *\o warn them of their danger, and direct 
ri.cm t’he Savioii'r of the world ? The Directors have 
confident ^ that you Wlfi n?>t, and therefore respectfully 
subl^lt 'iheir claims to youc notice : if you respond to 
£j/'peal, many more thousands of sailors may be 
visrte^l with the -means of salvation : but, if y6u refuse, 
they have no alternative, butf-to turn a deaf ea)? to the iiii' 
portuna1s3,crK3S /or help that incessantly address them ^r-ra 
various quarft':-s. 

\s the officers, directors, agfnts prove tlfeir^deep 
interest in the Society — and as past succ&sc and i'uture 
nrospects of mcce extensive usefulness happily 'Unite to 
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urgii them forward — they most affectionately beseech the 
readers of this biav'ment to render assistance, by their 
prayers, g'fts of books for the libraries, and by pecuniary 
contributions, forwardea’ to the Tioasurers or Secretaries, 
2, Jeffrey’s-square, St. Mary Axe, London. 

By circulating “ The Pilot, oi Sailor’s Magazine,” a 
family periodical, price 3<f., n mthly information may be 
communicated, sympathy for S{ lors excited, and, pub- 
lic mind dLected in promoting their welfare. 


PRESinr'* 

RIGHT HON. LORD- MOUNTSAND FORD. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Capt. Sir W. E. Parry, Knt, R.N. 

G. F. Young, Esq., M.P., fo*- Tynemv nth. 
G. R. Robinson, Esq., M.P. 

W. Thompson, Esq,, Alderman, M.P. 

R. H. Marten, Esq. 

John Pirie, Esq., Aldei»naii, 

G. F. Angas, Esq. ? j 
Rev. F. a. Cox, D.D., LL.D. ' 

Revs Thomas Timpson, 

Rev. J. Chapman, Travelling Secretary. 
Capt. B. Peynn, Thames Missionary. 


J. reo'm, er6 


Secretai 




BRitANNTA. 


PART THE FIRST. 




PART THE FIRST. 


THE PRESENT CONDITIOIT JP ^FR LEAMEN. 

It is impossible for ^ perjon lO institute an in- 
qub^ into the character and claims- of car sea- 
men, without soon discovering that his^ investiga- 
tions relate to a class of men perfectly uniqu;\ A 
person who steps for the first time n the deck *of 
a ship, and commits himself to the ocean, d(>es 
not find himself cut off ino:*^ completely from 
all his familiar associations, and surroui d^a uy u 
world of novelty, than such an inquirer findr him- 
self impressed with a sense of strange anrl oii- 
ginal interest. Perhapp> the only class with which 
j^vlors can for a moment be compa'^ed is the 
army; but even he’-^, the points oi rcsemblancv 
are less proimnent than the points of contrast. 
For, while the chief, and almost only feature 
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wly^jh* ^hese two, cJ^Ss^s have in is that 

ailsing afrom peril— the ‘ peril of "war, — the sailor 
has an elenient of Hs own; perils of his own; 
arising*' from ‘thatf element ; social and religious 
privations peculiar to hi Fuseli; and, (to say no- 
thiii^^of an exclusive h^chnical phraseology, he 
has habits and characteristics arising out of these 
peculiarities, he shares with no other class 

of the comrlivn?£^,^ , ^ 

Did the iir'its of this efjliy permit, we might 
advantageously prepare for "Scfking at the pre- 
sent ccnditicn of our seamen by reviewing cueir 


history duling the la^t half century; and here, 
a vt.^ little attention would soon disclose the 
upwelcojne tri th, that' their treatment has been 
as. peculiar as their character is unique. 

The^ history of Britain is the history of her 
'nary.^'/iwing to her'havy it is, under the pro- 
vidence of God, that she has appeared before the 
- world, t*t different times, as the ark of religion ; 
the as^ium of oppressedc freedom ; the scourge 
of tyranny: and the emporium of commerce: the', 
bhe is, at this moment, ^ei^ent in every part of 
the world, enlarging the dbriains 'of civilization, 
diffusing the bl^ssings 'of religion, and that she is 
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in the way of giving populrtion and 'laws,* litera- 
ture and Christianity, to the globe. It is 
true, that the arriy has achieved i^s Marathops, 
but h'\d it not been ^or the Salarnis’ — the naval 
triumphs — which icd them, the probability 

is that there would ha' e been no army to achieve 
them. ' 

Other nations,*' says Mo itesquieu, have 
made the interests of commerc yield to those of 
politics; the Englis]|l on tne contrf»»*y, have ever 
made their political interests idve way t^, those 
of whatever Britain may have* 

sacrificed to aggrandize h^r commerc 2 , it is evi- 
dent that, neither on that nor on her marine 
generally, has she ever wasted i^ny sound phi- 
losophy. It is astonishing to the last degree, 
that this great department of our national great- 
ness has been doomed to v^rperience the most dis-^ 
astrous neglect in points most vitally afteci aig its 
well-being. It is only of late that we h :ve pvs- 
sessed any thing deserving the name of a Naval 
History.” We had various naval records, indeed, 
describing, with log-book minuter 3ss, the dox 
te dty and valen. with which ships and fleets eji- 
counte^ed and destroyed each oth^.r. But nothing 
B S 



THE PRESENT CONDITION 


woiTthy of the magnitude and grandeur of the 
navy; nothing that justice to those elements 
of sublimity ./hich belong to cur maritime ope- 
rations, cr that traced the causes of those 
movements, and pointed r ic Lieir subsequent ef- 
feci.3 on the relations of the political world. Th^'s, 
perhaps, was owing, parvly, to a lingering preju- 
dice in naval ■nn3n, against the cultivation, on 
th?ir part, cr i: rary habits; by which the his- 
tory of maritime aftairs was jonsigned to the pen 
of uns/mpathizing landsmen ^ And what could 
be expected fiom such, when v/ fhn 
historian ccntessed that he was unable to compre- 
hend * 1 . naval battle ? 

How remark able the fact, too, that we have 
always been reluctant and slo^^ to improve our 
naval arclJtecture ; and that we should have had 
to adopt our most epsontial improvements from 
other .lations. 

Hew "'ingular the defect in our merchant ma- 
rine, that we should be almost the only mari- 
time »;ountry in the world in which no special 
'*ode of maritime law ( xists. 

How full of reproach and degradation the rg)- 

9 

torious facts, th^t, in the mercantile marine, in- 
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competence — not merely a v:ant of maritime ex- ' 
perience, but even an i^cnoi*'* .*ce of navigation^ — 
is, in many inst8.ices, n) bar whatever to the 
conx:T.pnd of a ship ; that the unseaworthy state 
of a vessel is Just Uitle a bar to its being 
freighted and sent to sea; that thf? excP7i»lve 
quantitv of ardent spirits daih^ distributed in 'the 
royal mvy has the effect of ti a'^hing '’^^■empe- 
rance on system; — causes, by tl ^ coinbinaiion of 
which hundreds of lives ana million'^ of property 
are annually lost. 

w« ‘ somf" -ji the hardsMps and* 

shameful causes which led to fhe mutinies of 1 797, 
— the men kept on the pay and allowances :;sla- 
blished as far back as the reign o'’ Charles IL— 
false weights and measures, rendering them a prey 
to an all-grasping avarice — the provisi^/ns scanty 
and bad, rendering them ^ prev to disease — the 
prize-money distributed so unjustly, that n in- 

* “ Ti*e original reason, fc- giving liquor to ships’ r,ompanies 
was to prevent the effects ot scurvy: hut since the improve- 
Mtnt in the supplies to the nav; lime-jui(. anu in the mode 
of preserving health, there is no ■ lecessity for any such ^xpe- 
dkat, and therefc^e it re'^iains an injury instead of a good/' — 
Sir E, Codrington, 
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liiostj’jvas th'^ J)est And we might furnish 

abunda^tit evidence'*^^ oViow how^ justly onr ships 

df8served"thfe appal^inr n^me^ they received, of 

jfloating^iells^ &nd helhnjfio^^ 

Instead, however, of dfccu^yii^^ our pages with 

dehi^Is of '■this nature, wp may advert to a ^fact 

which virtually i^iludes^ tfaem all, narh^ that in 

^j^rh^on^o^^ijie world, generally, "th6" ?dea of a 

^ailoi* and •cftfe pipty are almost incompatcble 

with each o^-her. Jjot long since, and even now, 

in mdny places ^17* ponverteft’ sailor would be re- 

gardecT by irrCiltitudl^'^-^-''' n»^*': ’■ a 

' « • 

converted* Jew. If Qver piety belonged to our 
sealft^'en’as a class, the traces of it ^ had so com- 
pletely^ disapj^bared, and so long been wanting, 
that, 'until re^e»tly} the public Vere not bnly quite 
reconcilqd to ifs alssence, numbers seemed to doubt 
whether r^li^ion* could *bc*introduced among them, 
and cotl^ers even doubted whether it ought to be : 
Wheth(^‘ it would not destroy ^their distinctive cha- 
racter f whether irreligioiv Vds not an essential at- 
tribuW 'of the^ class^ ’"^^Now, what must have bpen 
'‘tttq goilJy neglect,, ^and ^ the vicious treatment, 
*^jWhich coulJl have led to dllvthis depravity oj^the 
.inaritjme popiftation,*“ and what must haV/3 been 
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the enormity of that wickedness which could havc- 
occasioned and ccuntenaT>c^«^ an idea !- 

It is true, that mr yeai s <past their temporal 
condition has been slovly improving. In' almost 
every reference tO tins ‘.4^w of the subject, the 
mind of an Englishman spontaneously tarns, ^.ist, 
to that ancient palace public /ratitude 'and be- 
nevolence, Greenwich* Hospital -r - with it:. 
peii ioners, numbering from 20,0trC’ lO ;^,000,^ and 
its 3000 inmates. But this object rf» admiration 
to all foreign visitors — this# mpin'rqent of BHtish 
g- - - '' disc^^ fur-‘ 

ther concern for the welfare of our taaViners, 
ought to operate as a perpetual protest agejast 
our neglect, and as. a powerful incei iive to everl? 
ulterior duty. Moie modern e»'ections of charity 
liave sprung up, also, at some of our principal 
provincial ports. The J^veadnouglit^ once a first- 
rate ship of 104 gUns, is/ set apart as “the Sea- 
inen^s Hospital,” in the Thames; in which,* in 
eight years, 12,000 seatnejn were relieved or bured, 
at au annual expense of £4306. The art 

has triumphed over some of' their most virule/it 
diseases, — especially o_Ver that scourge of the navy, 
more destructive formerly than the guns of the* 



10 


THE PRESENT CONDITION 

inost, jvas ‘ best sai]/>r.” And we might furnish 
abundavit evidence’"'^'''. how' justly our ships 

ffcserved " th^ appalVn/ nqme’^ they received, of 
floatmg^hells<i find helW}^o(^. 

Instead, however, of <JtJcu{)yid^ our l)ages whh 
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which ^virtually includes them all, nairiefiy that in 
'*^;h>:oii o^^ljie world, generally,* thcV cdca of a 
iSailoi* and "q,^‘ •tfHe piety are almost incompatcblo 
with each o^^er. Not long since, and even now, 
in mdny places converter’ sailor would be re- 
garded' by nUiltitudVre--''' n'^ ' . ' ’ a 

converted* Jew. If <?ver piety belonged to our 
seaii'^n'as a class, the traces of it had so coni- 
pletcly^ disai) 4 ^ared, And so long been wanting, 
tbat,*until rec^eFtly^ the public Vere notbnly quite 
reconcile, d to ifs al^seiice, numbers seemed to doubt 
whether ri^ligion* 1be''introduced among them, 
and /others even doubted whether it ought to hi' ; 
vVhetheV it would not destroy ♦their distinctive cha- 
racter whether irreligion,*wds not an essential' at- 
tribute- ‘jt* -'^he class. '"'Now, what must have l)een 
’‘thtj gailfy neglect, tand the vicious trcatn\ent, 
‘ jwhich coufd have led to dill this depravity of ‘ the 
*Tniaritimc population,** and wdiat must hav.e been 
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the enormity of that wickedncbS whie^ could havr 
occasioned and ccuntena^^^^*'^ -"«ch an idea : * 

It is true, that aOF yeai i <nast their *tempora»l 
condition has been slovly i npr<i»ving. In' almost 
every reference 1.0 tins ,i6w of the subject, the 
luiiid of an Englishman spontaneously tarns, ^.ist, 
to that an4ont palace ofi^ public /ratitude 'and be- 
nevolenct, Greenwich Hospital- - aIUi 
pen ioners, numbering from ‘2O,0lrC> lo .‘10,000, anti 
its .‘3000 inmates. 13ut this object rf- admiration 
to all foreign visitors — thisi mpr'’*'^nent of British 
g.^ ‘-.,^- 1 .... '' dise»' ^ing us iVom ail fur-' 

tiler concern for the welfare of our inaViners, 
ought to operate as a perpetual protest aga'ast 
our neglect, and as .a powerful incci tive to every 
ulterior duty. Moie modern e»'ections of charity 
have sprung up, also, at some of our principal 
provincial ports, dlie J^seadnou^ht, once a first- 
rate ship of 104 guns, is* set apart as /‘the Sea- 
men's Hospital,” in tkie Thames; in which, ‘ in 
eight years, 12,000 seameyi were relieved or bured, 
at an annual expense* of dC4:3Co. The art 

has triumphed over some ol their most vimlefit 
disejses, — especially c:*/er that scourge ot the navy, 
more destructive formerlv than the cruns of the" 
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inenfty, ariu: by which .fleets have been depopulated 
-^the icTirvy. jL^Mercnant Seamen’s Society was 
incorporatefd 20 Geo.jlL, tor\he relief of seamen 
disableVl in Ae Mew^iants’ service, their widow s, 
children, &c. A Maiiirs ^ociery was instituted 
and incorporated 1772, for training up poor 
boys foV the Ualal Navy, East Iridiit^ompany’s 
serv^,9n‘ .merchntit ships, and fishing vessels. And, 
nn 1791, bfitbfa' Naval Charitable Society, axd a 
Londan jVIaritime ^'Institution, were set on foot. 
In the present^ century, the Maritime Cambrian 

-Socie y, thr^Mloyfw^^Nntior ’ " 1- J.e 

Merchant Sailors’ Orphan Asylum, have arisen, 
i-fj^ourable mention should be made, also, of the 
Naval Asyluen, which educates 1000 boys. And 
there is reason to. believe that benevolence has 
beenapfi^portionally thoughtful and active in many 
of the provincial ports.” Besides which, of late 
yeai's, the seamen in jome of our commercial 
towns- have formed thernselvas into various benefit 
soeietkjs for their relief, in sickness, in want oi 
and in tfie^tiwie of old age. 

' Some of these institutions, it is to be feared, 
exist in little more than* fei name ; others .have 
t.actually expired; and though others are ‘Still run- 
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tiing nil active and useful career, ’.id d^’awiiig 
down or their originator^' supporters bless- 
ing of many that were n idy to perish, yet avs‘ 
shall presently see that, fi an their Aery nature 
and limits, they necessaiily leave the ro(tf of tlie 
great system of maritime evil untouched <md 
entire. 

Hut A.hile these laudable thM.gh inuvl 
ste^ s w cire taken to amelioratt; tia, r/miporal con- 
dition of our seamen, what (uibrts vane made to 
promote tludr inoial and leligi*'”'^ welfare? Our 
to lui.- X - / twoivild. In the 

first place, we have to acknowledge our guilty 
omissions. While we were reading wotli t/ .ns- 
j)()rr. from time to time, of thei loyalty and 
courag(‘, rheir humanity and patriotism — v\ hen 
ever)' batth^ was a victory — wlm thought o.'‘ aim- 
ing to add ])ic‘ty to their list of ocellences ? 
]h’ovide<l the national fame resounded, the prin- 
cipal solicitude was ♦o meet the great dem aid for 
the^e rough and warlike materials, created In 
inertial consumjitioii. While aa’c read v.id: an- 
guisli of the killed and wounded in our uava! 
dispatches, what ctfo' ls wore made to im^iart re- 
ligious preparation to those who were going out 
r 
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to siipoly I '^ir place, and to follow them into 
eternity ; As if the nMtion, having destined a 
good proportion of the i to be -M’ood for powder/’ 
felt that it would be inconsistent to be making 
much of the happiness cf living machines, which 
weic so soon to be- hacked to pieces or blown 
to atoms. While we gloried in the pr<>ofs th(‘y 
nave *^'at they feared not them who (' mid kill 
the body, w inu v as done to inculcate the lea of 
Him who is able ..o destroy both soul and body 
in liell ?” As if their souls had been given them 

merely to r.nder i bo*^'* * .. sc..! \h 

machines, who thought of calling into excu’cise, 
ana ^nnploying, any thing but their ])hysica] vigour 
and courage ? And wJiile thi‘ luH-essity of doing 
jomcdhng for the temporal ad,antages of so ex- 
posed and deserving a class, forced itself in a 
maimer on the jiubllc attention, and lc‘d to tlu* 
formation of some of the oocieties we have rianuHl, 
what v as Christian benevolence })lanning or doing 
for their eternal welfare ? The only answer wliich 
can 1 c given to these inquiric.., is one which may 
well cover us with s lame and confusion of face. 
Having surrendered them ti* a foe more dreadful 
^han any which threatened our shores, we saw 
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them ])erisli by thousands, . afi^l vot, ailoviT'^d thi 
destruction to on a?v, vnjntcryuptedhv sfls if Wo 
had aj)pr<*liendod a^boU heaven* on moving 

to prevent it. Their situt\tioii was, indeed, a 
m«ral anomaly. *The irtost deserving class of the 
coininiinity was the most neglected; wrfe the only 
class whjk^li (but for ^ the praiseworthy d^gi^rtions 
of the Naval and Milimry BibJ^? •Sopiet) ) coulfl 
)>e iaid to have been entirely jietfk?ct(\< 1.** • 

Until . the year 1H17, thejf seem to have es- 
caped Christian attention.# depravity had 

bv vOii'ii.: [)roveibial, rJ-ud yb:'.»*ere awtft*e of*it, yet 
no m.an cared for their semis. tk)ndticf which 
would have .^hocked us in any 4>ther i:;lass, was 
looked foi' in them as a irtatter cours^e. 
if religiorf were nt>t a thing k^r sailprs, no ctiref,t 
endea\'ours were made to platfie it witpin^ their 
reach. Blfbiis were mafle*tT) impart tl^e 

* This excellent Society was instituted 1780. Tliif fuA, that 
(-Jrotius I'lfcjiared his 'Prefttistf on the truth of the ChAStian re- 
ligico, for the instruction 'of*^l)utch seamen, and th 2 ft Flavel, 
while residing at Dartun^ith, published his “ Navigation ^j)irit- 
ualized,” as “ a New Compass for i' ;aiucij,’’ while it shows tl^at 

ir>di\ndu!Lls of different countries commiserated the moral coridi- 

• ^ * * * 

tion •ftf the seafaring class, is no exception to, or palliation o» 

the gtniei’al neglect. 
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- //^/^ tc/in.vorv othov class at homo and abroad^ 

blit as ' u' ^sailors chad ixW'ii placed under /i Divine 
hiterdict, as if tlife tliarter ‘of redemption find 
contained a cJauSc eiJcltiding them from its be- 
nefits, they were apparently avoided and forLyit- 
ten. While ])hilanthro])y and C hristian cliarit} 
were ^^»]most at a stand what to attempt*':n(‘xt, be- 
cause every thhiy seemed to be attemptr.ul whicli 
Uian could -Uo,’* then, with astonishment be 

it spoktm, even tljeii, there was one irnmensi* 
field of labour, --‘^tre telling itsvdf around tlu' na- 
tion, and Ij’ing in c'} ' -iuo*^ forlorn anu\.n^.;!:' - 
vated state. ..... dliis field was our maritime^ 
world f The only occasions on which piety 
'<':pproach(Hl it on ad errand of religious mercy, 
‘{-as ‘when sln^ acemnpanied her missionar}^ ag(Mits 
to enibark for dis^aat shores,- — the men who were 
to convey those •ageiiis wt?re left to peiisli. Worse 
thai^ this ! not only was'" nothing of a tlirect na- 
ture 'Uone to place salvatioe within their reach, 
it one' of them here and' there ventured to *ap- 
proa'oK'tt»e means of grace, he was not unfre- 
q'nent'ly rejMilsed. -Many a so-called C hristian 
seemed to view it as a kit d of presumj)tion" for 

^ The Ot,rrf /, by the Liutlior of the lictrosjicrt . 
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. ,7 s/i/Vor to seek relif^ious instff/ctionr reseijted i> 
as an impertinent encroachment on giuafnd hd- 
loVi^ing exclusively t to other ^ classes;* and if hf^ 
dared roughly to resent the Insult which was 
thus oiJbred to liis common humanity, it was pa- 
raded as a convincing proof that he ^\^ls not *Jit 
• .. .% * 
for rcligi fn, nor rcligioTi for him. VoiA /*annot 

deny,” sttid one of tiiem, at the^ Ifxst ^anniversary 
mec«ting of the British and^ fort5i^ri% Sailors" So- 
ciety, that for a long tim6 you almost every 
where refused to \eft> sailors cotutf to your chufehes. 

I have iieen denied admiss'o'^; to the hAuse dt' Ciod. 

• • 

It is true, I then cared nothing ahout^ it ? I was 
willing to spend rny time in folly^ as it, appeared 
the people asliore did not think we Ifad any thiifg 
to do wifli religidn.” *‘And*many, a congi^g^;. 
tion still,” said a lieutenant of# the Ro\yd ^Nav\. 
on the same occasion, w^^iuld soon let iLbe known 
that sailors were intruders.” Not only wt;revhe\ 
left to /ainish, but#when they sought to*gather 
up the crumos of the'br^ad of life which fe^i from 
ous table, they were? actually repelled. ,• *• 

Xhe second part of our answer relates t>o 
uttef inadequacy of ^he means we are* at lengthy 
emjiloyhig in their behalf.* It^wjas only at 
( d 
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Vocent .a da\?c' as tlv^*y«ar 1817, that the attention 
oV the 'l^.fristiari 'public began to be spe<|^ially di- 
iV^ctod to tlib religions canditioh of seamen. Then, 
first, the ."//-A floated on the face of the waters; 
since when, similar p1a(?es have been ojiened 
at' Ih'istol, Liverpool, Dublin, Hull, and rither 
ports, uifn that year arose, the Port oi* . London 
Society for prbnpoting hleligion among •Seamen, 
and the Mew'dlaht Seamen’s Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety. Tn 1819, tiVe Bethel Union Society was 
formed; and was subsequently united with the 
first-nkmed histitution, as the Port of T^ondon ariv: 
Bethel T7nion Society. Two years aflei* was in- 
stituted the Brulsh and Foreign Seaman’s and 
Violdier’s hVibnd Society, or Alariner’s Cliurch. 
’ViH/d ‘^Bivorinan’# Boithel UnionU These have been 
followH'd,. at differpot periods, by the Sailors’ Home, 
or Briinsvdck Maritiimv Establishment ; the Ihiis- 
copal floating Cimrch Society; and the Sailors’ 
IlonuVor Royal Brunswick * Maritime Establish- 
ment, ‘for the reception, r&d And in 1888, was 
instituted, the Britisli and hhreign Sailors’ So- 
ciaty," which is, indeed, only tlu^ first of ijiese 
.societies in a renovated and ithproved form. S<i^ine 
•of these institjLi^ions' are already extinct:, More 
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ihan one is merely dnif^gjn^ , on o langi^lshing* 
oxistene;. The ‘last named Society pro- 

bably, bo regarded as ,the ^most vi’goroiis atul 
flourishing of the class; but a 'glance at 'its prc- 
seiit resources and opei*.itions only serves to pro- 
claim its deplorable inadequacy for accomplishing 
its impp.«tant task. True, considering p.- o-x- 
treme Ihhiration of its liinds. (npt'X:2(>00 a veai%) 
and the recent date of its e;ciste1»<?e, *it* merits th^ 
praise u^/Iuiriuf/ done what it (foild. It has.taken a 
survey of the evil;# to be c^uitjeAded with aiTd re- 
..ioved. It has its Sailors’ Chapel, aiAl its $>ailors’ 
Library ; its I'ishing Sina^*k Libraric*s, 'and its 
Loan Ship Libraries for furnishipg vess<.d*s boiiiid 
to foreign ports. It has its^ Navigation Class, ai^jvl 
its Sailois’ Day a*nd Sunday ^^clivols. It luv. 
Thanu's, ])rovincial, and foreign agents^, v,Veach- 
ing, holding prayer-meelin'gs, visiting, (Jislributing 
Bibles and religious UVacts. But, })romijing and 
cheering as the^i’ uaiues may sound, its iv^ans of 
making them niort* -tll^n uanies* are so Slender, 

tl\at. wlum contrasted with the multitude*wlf:?*h it 

» 

see,ks to benefit, one is inevitably remiiwled 'of 
another multitude abd' another slender ?;upply, amj* 
constrifined to exclaim, these ainoiaj in\ 
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— nothing ^f)ut <*• can tudkc tliow 

ailecpi^t-Mt Its fit'iouds aro Hwarc thfity at iprosoiity 
tlioy arc only crnplofing Icnip(^niry expedients and 
provisional nieasines, that the great class of mari- 
time evil has yet to be explored, that it is a n/firr 
*iitco(jrdtum not yet laid down in the charts of 
genera^ (benevolence, that only a few of tbi? Chris- 
tian public hai-e^, hitherto cast even a hasty glance 
towards it,— ,^,he^y> fee} that the public attentiondias 
yet to be aroused to the neglected condition of our 
seamen, in order to ^ts. 5 effective»amelioration. 

Wln\fc that, condition is might be inferred frou- 


the very neglect to which, till of late, it seems to 
hkVe beey almost unanimously doomed. For let 
any class of^the people be consigned to similar 
:»,.ryg’.«bct, and jvbat \yould be the speedy^ and cer- 
tain ivesult, but ignorance, depravity, and perdi- 
tion? Wljat th,TLt c(Mdit‘ion is might be inferred 
too* from that neglect, coupled with the nature of 
a sailcFs occui)ation, which stakes him away for 
days, and weeks, and ev^h months, from all 4iie 


ordinary means of religious improvement. Neg- 
lect landsman, and he may yet surmount ,.the 
effect of that treatment. constantly m^v•^ng 

among the sigii^ gjid mementos of religion, The 
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retiini ojf tlio Sabbath; tho ^v(f(;Ivly cessatioi^froifi 

* Inbour: The sight of the j/ibio in •his ihe 

sight of the cliiirclf0 the /chapel, and flic school^ 

the occasional meeting with religious persons — 

tliAsc, and a variety of other circumstances, coni- 

bine to prevent the idea of religion froiA entirely 
* * * 
vacating,. Jus mind, ancl may load Jiim to p'lt fortJi 

an effort to obtain that • religions iiistni(*Aion to 

whi di tlioso around him hayg nC'glectetl to invitt* 

him. Blit neglect tlie sailor, tind the very. nature 

of Jiis avocation, by removifig.Mm from the* pre- 

.v^nce of all these valuable religiouS' men'entos, 

and (lasting his lot on anoBier elemem,, tdiids t(» 

complete the evil which such neglect had,l)egun. ' 

Hib moral condition, uiiddr such circumstance^,* 

might be inferred, also, from the high tem^.v"' 

inent of liis character. ‘‘Even for his malavlies,” 

.'.ays Dr. Mower,* “a sailor ‘frequently orovides a 

cause that has in it something of the epergy of 

the wiiKjls and waves that usually excite him. He 

docs not disorder his nerv,es, or derange his stomach 

i * f 

^ llcluarks on 8R<amcn and tlieir Hospital — ‘read at the even- 
ing met ting of tlie College of Physicians, April 20 , 18.U>— by 
Artlri*r Alower, M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians 
and Visiting Physician of the Seainen*’s U'^spjtal. 
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/.inodejc'ately by qu\dc jotting or occasional ntoxica- 
tion, resolutely keeps himself drunk iior weeks 
♦together'; anti after thejL mos$^ perfect devotion to 
liquor, till hiJs money is expended, he comes with 
horrors, and in a wild delirium, ’ to the Seame n's 
‘‘Kospital.'*’ His character takes no middle rank, 
but tends to the extreme either of good or evil, 
dlie amount (»f,good which it might be'made to 
tjroduce is'ii/akfiotvii, for the experimeut has ySt to 
be made ; but, like? every rich neglected soil, its 
[)rest3;nt produce n'lust necessarily be a luxuriance of 
evil, if lad (t been our aim to determine how largv. 
an amoutft of evil it .would yield, if left to entire 
libglecti scarcely could we have conducted the ex- 
q)eriinent in^^re guardedly, or have waited more 
’‘^ ^^>>;<!:;^jntly to Si.ee' th4 result. AMs, that if should be 
found^tq produce ^so much, and that we should be 
so late in^outtiiifg a p'^jriod to the process ! 

And. the moral condition of the sailor, at pre- 
• sent, 'iright be inferred — not only from the neglect 
to whibh he has been consigned, the unpropitious 
nature of his calling in relation to the ordinances 
oi religion, and his characteristic energy left to the 
/lisposal of his passions — bu^ also from the /fddi- 
. s:ional fact, that l>e is'' one of a very numercu^ and 
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closely 1 nited class, who k^ep his irrcligien in 
countenance, and increase it. He seldom emerges, 
even cm land, out ( f his peculiar circle. From 
custom, and choice, and circumstances, he con- 
fines himself almost exclusively to the society of 
tlioso who can sympathise with his habits, and 
understand his nautical phraseology, and lives 
'vitliin si^ht of that element whi h is his ch(“'^en 
honi u And by thus constertly Tuo.ing in tlie 
presence of those only who are all like himself, 
that which was bad in his character becomes worse, 
atil he reaches a point of depravity in w^hich he 
is in danger of forgetting ib.at it is possible for 
him, or for any man, to be better. 

Ihit in ascertaining the condition of our mari- 
ners, we are not left to mere probable evidence. 
In that case, it might have be^n suspecte^l that 
inference had misled us, cr tnat oar lea s had ex- 
aggerated the evils we deprecate. We hav(., Low^- 
ever, access to evidence direct, palpable, convinc- 
ing. The result of that culpable neglect to which 
they have been consigned is tw^ofold. First, it 
has left them to be th ‘ prey of the designing and 
the i^praved. Let tl.e reader peruse and ponder 
the following representation of this fact from the 
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' pen (^f one whoscrmagisterial in oiiD of the 

inaritiihe districts of tlie mot][ 0 })olis 5 eminently 
qualdied liirn to speak on thS subject: — ‘^Sailors 
have no friends to put them in the riglit way; 
whilst they are beset on* every side by the most 
vonacious and profligate of both sexes, whose in- 
tercst'it is to decoy them i.nto habits of .the most 
SI .,'i^eless imj)rbvsdence. From the moment they 
arrive in pftrt,',' ‘and* .before they can set foat on 
shore, ‘till they are' not only pennyless, but have 
exhausted their credit*' on the most ruinous terms, 
they fiYii ]nXde the victims of a regularly organlzA-/. 
gang of "^land-sharks," who haunt them wherevcu’ 
they go/ Calumniated and un])i;otected whilst 
tliey Plight be able to secure their iiKh'jiendence, 
^’1:1fi?}M)ecome cbjeefs of sympathy only 'when sick- 
ness,^ j’ccideiit, qr^old age has reduced them and 
their faneilies tO destitution. ^ A sailor’s recejition 
on eii.S‘ return to land is ordinarily a sorry recom- 
peiislV^for the dangers ai»id »4iardships of a long 
voyage ; and in a few days he often finds himself 
shalnetossly ^stripped of the earnings of as n^-any 
months. When on the ocean he must make up 

‘his mind to be cut off frnm domestic enjoyiin<)nt, 

« 

’ but when on - land, it is too often embittered or 
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destroyjRl by t]je profligate ^y^tem *to whicij he i:* 
exposea.” * 

The other evil a/ising i5rom,our negJect, appeals 
in their extreme depravity. L?et Any one who is 

* • t ft ■ 

Hcujptical on this point approach any of the mari- 
time districts of our sea-port towns, a^^d inves1;i-* 
gate prevailing character of the neighbour- 
hood. .Where is he fikely to fiijd* the lal\^ of • 
Sa.id)ath more disregarded, ^gr ite^sai^rbd rest dis^' 
turbed by more boisterous mirth, or more.profaiu* 
language, than hevc ? Takp? Ipi* example, thb }^orl 
of London. It is estimated that fiondcA^ owns * 

» t 

•2603 ships, that the numljer of coasting* vessels 
alone which ^..rive in London fginually, is abftut 
18,000; and that, 15,000 s*eamen ifre constant/ 
here. Nbw, dedilct the smaO/propcytion of 
who attend on the worship of Cjod on the ISanday, 
and of such as inay be .Employed in ^ncunibent 
duties — where shall we look for the furgc ,rcg{ain- 
der, and how should wp be liliely to find tli«ni oc- i 
cupied ? And who doe| not know that thb habi- 

tu^il desecration of* the Sabbath is either a oI‘ 

• * 

con/irmed depravity^ or is one of the mosOt eljfec- 

* * t * • 

* Ci’rom The Oriyin'y'f hy Thomas Walker, M.A., Barrister 

^ t 

Law, ani? one of the Police Magtetrates of tl^e Metropolis. 
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,tual riieans of leadj^g Jo it ? Wh^'e are likely 

te find oo great a* proportion of public-houses and 

gin-shopsj iis in this cjuarte^f? or to witness k) 

many instanceSi of* beastly intoxication ? or to hear 

language more licentious,* and imprecations mare 

*aj^palling > Where shall we find so many brothels 
* * # . . • ^ 
of the lowest description ? or more frequently meet 

Wi\d^ ins!:ances outraged decency ? In ^^a word,. 
Vhere shall jye*fi*ad,so large a proportion ofclhe 
voracious and the piofligate living on the vices of 
others, as we shalf ijicqt with in. such a neighbour- 
hood, V»atteilCng on the wasteful improvidence, and 
the debaskig vices, qf our seamen? Thousands 
liVe on thpir efep^avity. 

' ‘And let the reader remember that this repre- 
-sttttJkstion app}ieB*n^t to the saiiors of s6mc ports 
merely,^ but of every port; not to an inconsider- 
able portif^i of the covAnmnityj but to a class con- 
sisting qf at least 250,000* men. That exceptions 
exist, nye not only readily* bi» t cheerfully, admit. 
That Exceptions not only^Wist, but that in e\<ery 
porl3*\Vhoj:e a chapel is built, or* a church floats, *or 
aif ArL is opened for seamei|» they are constcuatly 
*yicreasing,' we firmly belUfir.%. But, alas, 

, paucity remind^, Q^le t^f *,110 small numbei*'.* which 
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once e itered .nothcr ark, ‘‘ wherein few, tliat is; 
eight souls, were saved by wator/* Even taking 
the calculation of Christian charity, that about 
7000 seamen consistently profess the gospel of 
Christ, still 243,000 — the great bulk of. the ckiss 
— arc in the deplorable condition described. And 
they Tre* in this state with our connivance, and 
through' our neglect ! 243,000 of ^hc mosi des'^ .V- 
ing of our countrymen, living, and throi^gh. our 
sinful apathy, dying, without God in the world ! 
lie w ho when be saw the m^ultitudes, was moved 
with compassion on them,” looks upon thi^ multi- 
tude, and he sees that, like them, “ they are 
scattered abi-uc4.d, as sheep havmg no shepherd.” 

Verily, we are guilty concerning oar brother ! ' 




ER IT A >JN y A. 


PART THF. S'Ff'ONT) 




PART THE SECOND. 


iiKAsoNs Why the PiTBLir in Gi^^ERAr,, and ai.l (hius- 

TIANS IN PAirnrUJ.AR, SHOULD J'flOMOTE THE WORAl- 
\ND RELIGIOUS IlM IHIOVEMENT OF OUR S1'^\MEN^ 

Were the British corami^ty to be clividecl into 
classes for the sake of distinguislfiiig anti weighing 
their respective cfaims on Christian effort^ ^ what 
class could establish a strongei* claiflif or one whi^h 
might be left more confidently t(i its oww^^iuyuliar ' 
merits, than that »which '‘cornprii^bs yu# seamen ? 
Their condition is one of whijch tlie sim])lci5t .'ftato- 
ment is* the stronger. It speaks for itself ki^terms ' 
more aficcting tJjan ^^ny advocate can employ for 
it.* 

, 1*. There are othe'l' glasses, indeed, which Svduld 
outSimher it ; bu^-i e^ermining a question of thi* 
nature* nmnber’Ih only ope consideration arngiig^ 
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inany^ and, as it appear in ^he pre;,ent in- 
stance, a considbration of .minor importance. — 
The claims before' us a^ of a moral nature, 
and can only be detern^aed, by moral considera- 
tions. 

Let it be supposed, for example, that a vvhole 
fleet is in danger of destpmtion. Three of the 
fleet ca^'i be saVeJ. Their names we will suppose- 
to Commer^b, Manufacture, and Agricult'are. 
The first is supposed to have a hundred souls on 
board; the second, two hundred; and the third, 
three 'hundred. But, though all are in danger,"*^ 
the peril of the first, sre will suppose, is evidently 
the most immine*.^. Would not every principle of 
wisdom and humanity dictate, that notwithstanding 
the compa^atL^^i smallness of her crew, the Com- 
merce s»hould havd the benefit of our endeavours 
first ? Bat ^uppose that on nearing lier, we learnt 
that 'he\ crew was more than we had expected — 
that ftistcad of 100, it consisted of 150 souls, and 
all tliese in the jaws of destr^ ition — should we not 
fceT so kiany< additional motives for putting forth 
our utmost efforts to save them ? This fleet is? the . 
British community. All its *chr:'''os are in datiger. 
‘Blit we have already seen, and [shall presently 
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\show more cleaijty still, th^t the •condition o^ the 
maritime class ns 'by vfar the most periloii^s and* 
urgent. And be 9 ausi '^^hejr ar« numerically less • 
^than the manijfacturipg*^d agricultural popula- 
‘ ^ioif, shall we leave them, In th(j extremity pi their ^ 
danger,^ to perish? 

On asoGilbaining theiivpumber, however, W9 lind* 
^hat it^4s *by no means insignificant.* Bjfitam has 
t24,5*C<() ships, employing ‘25^i)50(rtr^*ml;n. * Had 

their number been only 2.5,0(10, that woukl not 
have made their exigency li‘ss,» nor have dinniin- 
loued our duty to save them. But they aipount tfi 
ten times that number, and though that*does not 
increase the diity*We owd to each^ it greatly in- 
creases the duty we owe to the whole. * Every ad-* 
ditional unit shoulcf be felt as ^an atlditional in-* 
ducement to attempt their salvatil^y. 

2. But this is only^ne viovT of thtj qijes^ion. It 
would be easy to show that that* class of a coanmAi- 
nity which, numericaSy considered^ is the»lSast 
impoftant, may y^t, i^pr^lly considered, be^ the 
mosf important. tVe^ljave seen that tl^e maritfme 
iass i« important, if on no other ground thait \\C 
A. 
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numbers. We now advcrt^to certain consi- 

derations which would invjst it with surpassing 
' interest, were thosj nmnb^frs insignificant. 

What class can appj^^l more tndy to their past 
,^sufFerii.'Ts than sailors ? or establish a stroiige; 
claim 0^ our gratitude and generosity ? Generous 
themr.elves to a fault, recjkiless of danger^ and la- 
vish of tboir blcod in the defence of their cc^untry, 
th^y <oeem uhrovvn entirely on the nobler fe^Jiings 
of their fellow-countrymen. Who has not been 
affected while reading that talc of Grecian story 
^hicli reflates that when iEschylus was condcmn<?er 
to death at Athens, ‘bis brother Aminias procured 
the reversal of the sentence, uncovering an 
arm,, of which the hand had- been cut off at the 
battle of Saiamis^ in the service of his country ? 
who h^:: not fel^ the mute eloquence of that ap- 
peal?^ Tlje ieligious,publiq constitutes a court, 
not of legal justic^^, but of Christian benevolence ; 
and as it weighs the respecavc claims of the va- 
rious classes of the cornm^aityjon its regard, does 
it call for o^ir seamen to ajpfitear ^ Would not the 
apt ‘representative of that class be a man ]vh*o ha^^ 
been maimed and mutilafedvin battle? a^Jiraanly 
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I'igure, shorn of tts fair prcg)()rtic«s, in the sewice 
of his country, illhile V® were peacefully pursuing* 
our daily course, ^or^'ie!Sur61y aiumbering in our’ 
homes ? And shall he e^bit his scarred and dis- 
^nembered person in vain? If p, warm aiuV undis- 
guised heart can win our regard; if a dpuntjess 
courage in encountering enemies, and unbounded 
generb«i^y’in succouring the distret^d, should en- 
gage -our esteem; if the calm ondfrr^^n^*of snflPpr, 
ings, perseverance amidst difficulties, and patriotic 
ardour, should coimnand oiy esteem, then have 
^^r seamen established an irresistible claiip on our 
gratitude and generosity, fi;^ in these ’^qualities 

* f * • 

they have aboupu^l. . » • 

3. The services of the naval class, both irj the* 
time of peafce and of war, makeia po»V'?rful appeah 
to our sense of justice. Their '•profession % is far 
from being of an or^linary JescripAon cwr insu- 
lar situation makes such *an occupation indisp^Sn- 
sable, and yet probably the great mass of the»c'dm- 
munky would revolt af the idea of entering^ and 
pursuing it: then,^‘ai^'iwe not laid uqder Obliga- 
tions ,to tile class which does devote itself to'tlife 
occupation ? In the ^Jkne of war, our nav^, under 
Providence, defen Is our islah3-hofne% 
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• liriiamiia r\eeas no nuiwari , 

Ko towers alon^'5:he tteif) ; 

Her m^rch iv o’cjj mountain-waves, 

' Her home n the deep." 

. Otir aV^iy is then employed more especiall}! ii, ' 
offensive operations, and at a distance from home ; 
but though our navy may take, and luas^ taken, a 
most effective*' part in such operations, y^^t.its pe- 
culiar province'' Is to defend our shores. 'fjJ^is is 
the la?st form of ifiartial force, with which, as an 
island, we are likely fo dispense ; and by enabling 
us 16 (jhm battle instead of awaUimj it, our homi 
has been kept invielatc, while every contirieiita 
nation has been the sead^sof a dcjatmtaive war. ll 
is to its inistrumentality that, , at tliis moment, wc 
-f)we our vo^’J existence as a free, an mdependent 
natioih .... Abd should war again sound its 
alarm, h: must* be t6 our seamen, as instrument!^ 
iiV- the hands of Providence, that we must look for 
llitiirt protection and deliverance. Their ships 
must form a rampart to begird our coasts;^ their 
bosoms, so often bared t(i^ the’' storm, must then 
he resented to the eneiuy’s cannon.”* ^Then 
shall we not provide for tfet..spiritual welfare^ the 


* The OceaUy liy the author of t ic Retrospect, 
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eternal sccurit"’, of those who ^atch so patiently,# 
and contend a/j brayely, for ourttemporal ^safety*? 
Ill the time of peA^e^ thby eminently* ton tribute 
to our national wealth, ^».nd furnislr us with .many 
oh our domestic comforts. And if they /minister 
to us in temporal things, is it too much for us 
to ministijr to them in those wliich are spiritual ? 
Oh, were only a thousandth part^ii the labour, the 
haVf^rd, the ardour, the costly s^li-^sa^Tifice, of the 
maritime, class in the cause of the national .welfare, 
to be repaid by ^Christians iu *the promotion of 

its religious interest — if only justice W’ere dpne to 

» • . * 

it — how large and active tl|e machinery of bene- 
volence whicii v,<>j4ild in?l,antly be^ put into* motion 
on its behalf ! . * # * ' 

4. A stinse of bur past neglect isl^ould operate 
as an incentive to instant exertipn and future’ dili- ^ 
gcnce in favour of out* ^*<5amen» “ were a 

people,” says one who fotmerl^^ belonged to^thglbi,* 

‘‘ at oripe caressed end neglected, honour^eci and 
des^iised. Our cou4*ag§ in the* battle a/id the 
storm was appltiadbcl; our services were acknow- 
ledged to be great and meritorious; our wputftls 

wei-n bound up aniSt healed ; and our 4ame wa^ * 

< 

The Author of the l^etrotpeqify ike. 

E ’ 
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•blazoned throigh tfie jvorld 15ut our moral con- 
fftict efigaged liHle or no ^tentiin; our depra- 
vity excited no pity; oAr ptdfkne and rude ^rnari- 
iiers •made us* shunned one jjiart of the com- 
^nuvdtyii^d despised by another.” ‘ 

But our insensibility to their claims has not 

*' * t , I 

discharged us from the deb^ we owe them^* While 
we have b^cn siumbering, our arrears of dHty have 
ggjie on KoiNriy^ ihcr«;asii\g. While we have bfien 
slumbering, they hare been perishing. From the 
shores of eternity ^they, cast back on us looks of ujv 
braiding anH reproach, because we never stretched* 
out a frieiidljr hand to^save them from destruction ; 
and because, while evei^iother ofjf^ivas enjoying 
the benefit (5»f our dhristian solicitude, we entirely 
neglected krom eternity they Implore us 

instantly, to war^ft their brethren and children, 
lest they<Also come to* the placp of torment. And 
sha(il we not acknowledge' the force of the appeal ? 
The- present generation of tfeanien is inheriting 
alj ttn^ -fatal consequenqes of our guilty neglect 
of the 'past,-j~shall we not hasten to repair, as* far 


asv p»3sent diligence can be" regarded as a repara- 


,tion for past neglect, our fa^kl negligence of for- 
mer generations, by instant and earnest evdea- 


vuurs for the present? 
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' 5. In estimating tJie claims ^ot sailors our^ 
lierievoient reg^ni^ it|s important* to bear is mind 
their peculiar perils.*^ TSey go (itAvn to thi^ 
sea in ships, that do business in* great wgiers; 
bh«se see the works of the Lord, and his JfToiiders 
in the deep. For he cornmandeth, and naiseth the 
stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves tjiereof. 
vl'hey mount up to t*he heaven|5,t thev go down 
agAin to the depths : their sojjl ris.^AieJt<5d becau§e 
of trouble. They reel to imd fro, and .stagger 
like a drunken m/m, and are .at their wit’s ftnd.” 

In connexion with this vivid description oi .mari- 

I ^ 

ners in a storm, the readers of Scripture will 
think of Jonap «»hen, coasting tbe Mediterranean 
to Tarshish, “ the- sea wrought, and was, teni- 
pestuous:'’ and of a greater than Jonah wbe»,i, 
crossing the Galilean sea with disciples, ‘‘ be- 

t 

hold, there arose a great' tempest* on the sea, in- 
somuch that the ship was covered with the wa\ bs 
and of .the great apostle of the Gentiles, wiui his 
companions, wrecked ii:| the Adriatic giiir, ^jul 
escaping, “ some oh boards, and some orf broken 
pieces of the ship.” And how many a mariner 
caxi actually adopt the language of the same apos . 
tie, ami say, “twice have I snlFered shipwreck, 
a night and a day have I been in the deep.” 
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sea, every tbingj that breaks the monotony ol 
the surrounding Expanse attr/tcts*aA:ention. One 
May,” says" Washington 'Irving", dcsciibing hk voy- 
age iieross the Atlantic, ‘‘we descried some shape- 
leslS* olT^ct drifting, at a‘ distance. It proved* to 
be t^he mast of a ship that must have been corn- 

' • i ^ 

]:)letely wrecked ; for ther^, were the rei\)ains of 
handkercbk'fs, "liy which some of the crew ha(! 
hastened thc^n^fHesoAo this spar to prevent ><heir 
being washed oflP Ijy the waves. There was no 
trace by which the n,amc of the ship could be 
ascertained. The wreck had evidently drifted 
about for ‘many montlijS ; clusters of shell-fish had 
fastened ^bout k and ld»g sea-^e(^" flaunted at 
its sidles. But where, thought I, is the crew? 
Theii ^ struggle haw long been over— they have 
gone dtvvn amiclst the roar of the tempest — their 
bones lio^wh^itenbig among the , caverns of the deep. 
SilAicfr, oblivion, lik,e the" waves, have closed over 
theit', nnd no one can tell thfe story of their end. 
V%iat Vighs have been wafted’ after that ship ! \Vhat 
prayers'^ offej’ed up at the deserted fireside at 
hdine*! How often has the betrothed, the jwife, 
♦ihe rnotlier, pored over the^^daily news, to tattih 
some casual in^lligence of this rover of the d/v^ep ! 
How has expectation darkened into anxiety — 
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aiixiety into dread — and dread into despair ! Alas, 
not one memento s lall ever return for ^ove to 
cherish. All that slidll ever bo known L, that she 
sailed from her port, ‘and was never hea^a of 
more.’ ” 

When the wind is howling around our comfort- 
able habitations, — that “ it must be a dreadful 
tuiit; at sea,” are “familiar household words.” 
And when gales of days’ or w?el:s’ continuance 
rage round our coasts, we say that “ we must ex- 
pect to hear of wrecks.” No sooner, however, 
does the storm subside, than the subject is dis- 
missed. Or, if a few of lively sympathy go tlu 
length of c^.*gra^ulating the mariner, in thougiit 
on the returning calm, how small the numbv;] 
(>f those v ho attempt to follow the drowuied, ii 
thought, into eternity ! 

How affecting, how ajipallirig the statement, 
that “for every sixteen jailors who die of all 'hs- 
eases, eleven die by drowning, or in w reck ” ^ 

* 3uch is the result of a careful calculation over a ^pace ol 
ten years, by Mr. H. Woudrolfe, Secretary of the Seanlen s So- 
ciety, South Shields; “but,” he adds, “during the last fc-jr 
j ^‘».rs, eniiiug March last, on looking over the books, and tr.king 
the account of seamen of the port, they are as 17 to 16* of all 
other '.ascs ; and the cholera has been ragi g heavily.’’ This, 

E 3 
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What indeed, are many of the rates and condi- 
tions a'^tached, ty Lif> Insmance \ssociations, to 
ihe policies of persons proceealng to sea, but signi- 
ficaii' intimations of danger?* By Lloyd’s List it 
ap]^.'>ars that from the year 1793, to the year 1829, 
the average number of shipwrecks on the British 
coast was 547 per annum; and that in 1829 they 
exceeded 800, of which 677 were British snips/ 
totally lost : 400 others were put in hazard. So 
that if the number of voyages were equal to the 
25,000 British ships, this gives about I to 25, an- 
nually, as the ratio of danger at sea. And since 
that period, wrecks on our coast have greatly in- 
creased in number. A Select ^^onmilttee is now 
sitting, (Julj, 1836,) in the House of Commons, 
“ to inquire mto ^he causes of the number ot 
shipwre<^*ks” — so alarming is the increase. 

lu)\. c*vcr, is a sjiecial case ; and applies in all its extent only to 
tlie port of Tyne. 

* • Such has been the feeling of mistrust amongst the shipping 
interesi occasioned by the late ‘Storms, that a letter has been re- 
ceived in this town, in answ^er to an application for a poli'-y of 
’"•-urance, stating that a determination lias been come to at 
Lloyd’s not to insure any vessel not warranted in port, except .c 
such an enormou premium as was not likely ever to be offered,” 
— Liverpool Courier^ Dec. IS.’UI. 
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•?he Report of the ^ Committep was brougjjit up* 
ill August; and the follow^ig aye its resolutions 
on tl^e “ Extent of *Aoss in I\operft/ aitd Lives 
Sea:”— 

That the number of* ships and vesselr-uei^ng- 
ing to the United Kingdom, whicJi were wrecked 
or Iosif in, the periods specified below, appe|irs, by 
a iteturn made to thc^ Committep»from^the books 
of*yoyd’s, to be as follows:— 


Nitmher of Vessels StranSed^ov Jrrcckrd, 


IHHI . 

1817 . 

1818 , 


. #. 343 
. . . 3Gl 
. . . 40U 


1 ,1 14<r 


,1833 , 
1834 , 
J835 


:>95 

451 

r>2i 


1 ^ t) / 3 


dumber of Vessels Miming (A'-tJ^osL ^ 


1810 .... 

19 

181/ . .. 

40 

1818 

30 


1833>, 5fi 

^1834 J., 43 

* 1835 


• 89 I 

1 

* 

Making a total of* 1,203 ships or vessels Jwi'ecked 
ancUmissing in the first period of three yeaiss, Z..A 
ii^o^;al of 1,703 wrecked and missing in t!lie secoii%l* 
penjotUof three years. 
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‘‘That taking the number of vessels wreckt^a 
and loij.t in the two p^^riods named above, at the 
assumed vdue of £5,0l><0 for each ship and (;argo, 
Ail :he average of the whole, the loss of property 
oceasiv, '^d by these wrecks woulcl amount in the 
first three years to £6,015,000, being an average of 

» j 

£2,005,000 per annum ; and in the last thred years 
to £8,510,000, .beinff an aVcracre of £2,83(),u5ti, 
per annum. 

“ That the numbe^r of ships in each of the years 
above specified, uf, which the entire crews were 
drowned, thbugh the exact number of each crew is 
not stated,y appears, by the same Return made to 
yoL.r Cbmmittee ^ from the books of ’Lloyd’s, to 
hav^e been asLfollows: — 

Nujfiber (f 'Vrmds irii^each Year^ which' the entire 

Cr^i^s were Drowned. 


1816 

15 



38 

^^ 817 . \ 

19 

• 1834 

24 

1818 

15 

1835 

19 


49 


81 


I^^' ki^ig a total of 49 in the first period of three 
years, and a total of 81 in the second period 
three years. 
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• That the numbey of ^ersoo^ drowned in^ach 
of the years spe«fiefj^, in yiditioh to the above,* 
and of which the nU^ber dro^vned belonging to 
each vessel is^ distinctly known, appears, by the 
same Return from Ido^Td’s b^oks, to be*’ as /41- 
lows : — 

of Persons r>rc^Mied in each Year hf Ships 
named. 




945 1 

1 188?J . 

.... 572 

1817 

499 

I8:u 

*578 

1818 

25 f] 

1835 ^ 

504 


1,700 


► l,7i4 


That aisfeumin^ the ^erage number of persons 
in each of the vcssiels of which the ^ntire ^crews 
were lost, to consist of ten in^Avidueis, Including 
officers, seamen, and passengers? jt would^ppear, ' 

that ill the first thr^e yeai^^J^he number of persons 

^ 0 

drowned were 588 in thb 49 vessels whoscv. crc’^s 
were er^j^irely lost, And 1,700 in the vesij^ bt 
whieh the exact number jn each was known^T^iaK- 
ing*a total of 2,228 lives, or 763 per ^nnum;*arkl 
that in^the last three years the number of peirsdJio 
dW^wmed was 972 in^^he 81 vessels who5e crews^ 
wer(ken{irely lost, and 1,710 id the iiessels of which 
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the gxact iiuinbos hi ejch \|a4j known— making a 

total (rf -2, 68*2 li^cs, ol^94 \^r mn^m. 

* Thatf among the speci<^ trases of loss by ship- 

on particular parts of^thc^co^t, it has boon 
stLtca, that during^ the hast four years 272 ships 

were lost belonging to the port of Tyne, averaging 
• * * * • • - 
68 vessels per annum ; th^ whole number^ of ves- 
sels registered*!? that port 'being about 1,000 sail,; 
that these' 2P2 vessels measured 60,489 tons j and 
assuming these to Irave been total losses, and the 
avefiigc value of\he whole to be £10 })er tori, the 
loss pY property from this single port w^ould be 
£601*,89(^ in four ye?rs, or £151,22^2 per annum, 
'while fh^ number of lives, lost ik these* 272 \esscls 
dUrin^r the tame period was 682 ; the number of 
widows diidp*6)rph^!s left for rebief 14*/ ; and the 

* amount of money*paid out of the funds of the Sea- 
men’s i\®sociatk)n at J^uelds, ^)r relief of members 
oY^hat Society only, amotinted to £1,935 15^. 

uiv. slvps employed from this port being princi- 
pally*' jolliers, which perform' eight or nine voyages 
ir! edeb year, and are continued in occupation, dur- 
^ l.rg vanter as well as summer, along a dapgerous 
rcoast. 

That during a period of sixteen months, ^rom 
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January 1, 18i33, to May I, IHJM, the number of 
vessels reported fh J^loyd'^ book's as missing or 
lost, and which IjaveVnever sincp been heard of, ' 
amounted to 95 ip nuj^erj and these shi^s Jbeiug 
principally engaged in foreign voyages, the <?ai- 
culation made on their value, apd the nymbw of 
their crewsf, including o^^^cers, seamen, and pnssen- 
tans, assuming £8,000 ^as the lo\v<*st avertge value 
of ’sWp and cargo throughouV and *1 J i)ersons aS 
the average number of persons*on board thc^Mhole, 
gi\es a total loss in, these mi^^ing ships oiil}, within 
the shoit jieriod of 10 months, o/ £760, 00^) &t»?rling 
m property, and 1 ,425 lives. • 

“ That thesp rtlsults do not enljirace ttie v hole 
extent of loss in pr>operty*or lives odlrasion^d^ bj 
ship^\ recks,* e^en among those •vessels? only which 
belong to the United Kingdom, \ 19 asmueh* tis these 
Returns include onl^ the losses enfered u^^Llo^d’s 
books, from which the lleturjis adverted tb were 
made out; whereas* it is well knpwn thatf tdany 
vessels and lives are lost by wreck or foundering aj 
sear, of which no entry is made in I4oyd’o book^; 
and od^which, as no record is kept, no lleturil xsan 
be ^^roduced. 

‘‘Vl^'hat the whole loss of property In British shi])- 
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ping, wrecked oi> toun^terecJi at sea, may theretore 
be ass*umed as amoui\^ing t(^ iiearl^i^ Three millions 
sterling per annum ; the v^me pf which property, 
jt hough covered by insurali^^e tq certain parties, is 
not the less absolutely Tost to the nation, and its 
cos**: pajd for by the British public, on whom its 
Joss Kiust ultimately fall. 

“ Th»t the Unnual loss oi life, occasioned by the 
'wreck or folinciefing' of British vessels at sea# may, 
on the same grounds, be fairly estimated at not 
less than one thousan^d persons, in each year, which 
loss is also attended with increased pecuniary bur- 
dens to the^ British public, on whom the supi)ort 
oi’ many of the ‘widows a#id orphaps Ibft destitute 
by sv-ch los^^s must ultimately fall.’’* 

* Tlje 16ss*jf a vessel, indeed, does not necessarily 
supposrthe loss, AT the crew ; nor is it easy to as- 
certain the, exa'fct proportion {jf shipwrecked sailors 

♦ *- 

who are drowned ; ,but, Irom the Report above, it 
is ^ident that the average nfimber of the. different 
calculations which have ,been made would amount 
to about a J ,000 a year I Well, indeed, might an 
aiicifent philosopher inquir,o, when distributing the 
human *race^into the two classes of the livingr^md 


^ Note B. 
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the dead, who can' det<irniin€if in whioli cla't?s we * 
are to enter th<f n*anies of t<^ose on the sea?” At 
this •firioment, peyhajif, while the reader is quiet)}* 
perusing these lineS| \(he sea, in some }wts. is 
lathed into fury. Deep* is calling unto deep/ A 
vessel is staggering and plunging from tlie irkoun- 
tain wave*) down into the roaiing caverns. iDeatli 
is raging around it, scteking for Ih^ prey« A mo- 
men,^ longer — a nail starts, r ‘a *bVanf yawns, the 
masts plunge over the side-~*-he enters, and thf‘ 

I • 

vessel disappears., So liteijally and emphaticallv 
t^rue is it of the seaman, that there is but .1 stop 
between* him and death ! 

And shoiild^iot a con#>ideration*of the more than 
ordinary perils of a sailor’s life, imf)el us ^o^ do 
something ‘more than ordinary for Ills salvation*.*' 
When one who is in earnest to, save hi^' fellow^-* 

I » 

men from perdition* deems .jt iiece%sary t.* explaiti 
or defend his earnestness, he points to the brevity 
and uncertainty of human life. By adverti^fg to 
the solemn fact that the^ objects of his solicitude 
w^iH soon have passetl beyond the reaQh of ‘his in/ 
struinentality, he feels Jihat he has sufficiently j6s- 
titled his zeal, and (^sVablished the ^uty of doing^ 
wha'socA^er his hand findeth to’ db with all his 



.•»0 


TIIK^JpHAI. Kxu IlKLKilOl'S 


But here, is a ^iiolA class of our follow- 
tountrjmen, in relatio^ to w^ioiir tl}e ordinary «paii 
*()f hunian^ife is coi>tracted tc>»littlc more tha» half. 
“ Th(^ average life of sea^i^Oj” faid Nelson, ‘‘ is, 
^’roiif hard service, Moish’ed at forty-five,” * Ihit 
how^ much earlier is it {inished if perils be reckoned 
as welj, as labours ! Shoigt, as the ordinary day of 
life is, hej|;e is a^ class of mefi whose sun goes down 
w^hile it is jel^jdayu, Had we reason to believe 
that our own lives wuld only average this period, 
w'ould not the command of onr Lord, to ‘‘work 
wdiile«dt i^A day,” come on us with greater emphasi!, 
and effee’e ? But ifmur period of usefulness be 
abridged, whether by the ,rurtaiimept bf our own 
lives,, or of jtlie lives of those whose salvation wo 
seek, ^ the*^ p<-acticak effect should be l^tie same — 
it should redouble* our efforts for their salvation. 

Whenptb^ life of a^criminaj is about to be for- 
feited ‘’to the laws pf his country, those who are 
an^igui? for his salvation curdvate the short re- 
ijiaincler of his time witjj a zeal proportioned to 
i(^s brevity. „Ifere is a class of men whose every 

return to port is to be looked on only as a rpprie\ e 

* «*'■ 

* Southey’s ii/e of Neinon; Family Library Edition, 
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from destruction, — -’shouid not similar assiduity 
mark our coriduct ^owards them ? Do we not 
seenf, in our tr^atiJient of tltejn, to Have taken 
leave of commoi kirjrfViess^ and of all the 

which Christian benevolerfce usually regiflatt^s 
its pvoceediiigs? Ordinary zeal would #be insult 
here : th»^ call for ac^'vity is extraordinary ; yet 
we have not evinceS even coWnion solicitude. 
s?lia!l it bo necessary for us*to*Jieat‘ their dyhfg 
shriek, t6 see them perishing before our dyes, be- 
fore we extend to them a fnen'dly hand ? Oh, Jet 
us imagine that we are- saving men ii. a storm 
— that we see them sinking*— rapidly disappearing 
in the ragiiig waves around us,^that a moment 
lost, is a soul lost-*~for ever! 

Be it remembered also that the same peiil'^ 
which terminate the lives of our seamen varl?/, ter- 
minate most of the n sudderhj. One cf tlie kindest 
arrangements of Him who willeth not the death 
of a sinner, consists in the slow and regul'ar steps 
with which death is made to approach. * Since >it 
is ’appointed unto all men once to die,* and ;o 
^comt/ *to the close of their mortal probation, ]> ’ 
a } rovision unspeakaoly gracious, that a period of 
slow* arfd gradual decay should give friendly warn- . 
ing for days, and weeks, and, often, even months 
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' beforehand, that the cowing V)f the Lord draweth 

near. *Even the Cliristiaii o^ns its rvalue, though, 

ior years, he may « have bec<h substantially pre- 

y >a?;fi£ l ,for the final change/ , Frofn ^^uddeu death, 
^ 1 . ' > # ■ ***”!*■ ' 

he pjays to be delwered, as from an evil. But, 
for tiie i^npenitent, sinner, thfe provision we speak 
of is of infinite value. Jjr severs him* from his 
unholy asi»:ociat(5a^* and pursuits, calls him away 
from the obj\^cts' wh^h have hitherto diverte*'^ his 
attentioli from religion, shuts him up in* the soli- 
tude and silence of a ^sick chamber, gives him an 
opportunity of taking an impartial survey of his past 
conduct and Jiis future prospects, of receiving the 
visits of Christiaff friends, rand <5f casting himself, 
tliough at tljfe final hour, at the feet of hitherto 
iiiDultgd niartf. But here is a class of men, many 
of whom are deprfved of the benefits of this mer- 
ciful aritngorne-nt ak^ I'or. them the proba- 
lioiiary* period is not only shortened, but closed 
abrupi-lj . Not ,only is th^ir day of life uniiatur- 
aHy brief, but it has no lengthening warning s*Ua- 
cfnvs, no sober eve, no twilight hour, for reflection. 

HJw affecting to think that the great im^jority, 
of those who Jiave perished* at sea, were cutoff 
suddenly in the prime of life. The earth is' the 
grave of infantine weakness, of diseased eiiiacia- 
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tion, of worn-out age, but the ocean is thp tomb 
of the young, the vigorous, the brave. While yet 
they were full of heart and hope, buoyant as the 
bark in which they had careered over tixC wa^ es» 
the lightning smote them, or the boom struck 
them overboard ; they fell from aloft, or the 
resistless wave washed them from the deck; the* 
ship sprung a leak, or stranded, or struck; the 
boat sunk, or the tempest gathered, burst, and 
overwhelmed them. “ Thou didst blow witli thy 
wind, the sea covered them, they sank like lead 
in the mighty waters.” Under circumstances the 
most unfavourable for reflection or prayer, In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye. ” they pas .ed 
into the p'-esence of their Judge. 

How affecting to anticipate day when tb*^* 
sea shall give up the d;.dd which were in it 
when — 

** From out their watery beds, the Ocean's dead, 

Renewed, shall, on the nnstirring billows, stand, 

From pole to pole, thick covering all the sea.” 

How appalling to reflect that of the counlk 
ho. ts v^hich the sea shall then surrender up — more 
numerous than its wa /es — the great mass perished 
F 3 
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3 iidden]y, ‘‘ wcnf down quick.” , And, oh ! what 
ground tli^^e is to fear that thoy died unprepared 
— died in anger with death — died, and “ gave no 
sign,” but that of impenitence — died, and offered 
no prayer but that of horrid imprecations — died 
amidst noise and tumult hostile to salutary reflec- 
tion ! But who shall attempt to picture the awful 
scenes whi:jh vdll then ensue? And shall we wait 
till the sea give up its dead, before we awake to 
a sei.'se of our responsibility ? Shall we delay till 
we see them standing for judgment, before we 
begin to weigh their claims, or to consider the 
oorsequences of our guilty neglect? Shall the 
hc:ts of those wiio will then arise unprepared go 
on augmenting, and we make no combuaed elf'ort 
^o prevent it ? 

0. The religious privations of sailors entitle them 
tv., i large share of our Ch’-istian solicitude. Their 
privations, even of a domestic and social kind, are 
such vs to distinguish them from all other classes 
of society, and to excite the wonder and sympathy 
of t.ambers. But what are these when coin))ared 
wiui the h)ss of religious advantages ! And yet o: 
these advantages the sailor is almost entirely Je- 
ppved ! 
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‘‘ The Sabbath was made for man.*' , It w;is 
graciously app6inte4*by Him who knovm the con-, 
stitution and necessities of our nature. And who 
that marks the hunianiying and ennoblkig/incVaf* 
influence which the stated observance of the Sab- 
bath ijxerts, * even on those wno only outwardly 
regard it, does not ad^^nire the wji^dom and good- 
ness which appointed it ? But of# tbis wise and 
beneficent provision, the sailojr is to a considerable 
degree deprived. Shall we ndt, then, study to 
repair the loss by every me^ns which ah ingenious 
and diligent Christian benevolence caa supply f 
The Sabbath is sj^ken of by Gqfl as^his^cfowrdng* 
gift to a pebple, — “moreover, also, J[ gave^thSm 
Sabbaths,”, — for tiie nation wlnbh* ha^^ no Sabl5aJ;li 
will soon have no religion. B^^t to the ^laritmn^ 
part of a nation this distiiJ^uishing gift God is 
comparatively lost. Th» very nature of tlieir 
ing, to a certain extent, precludes them from en- 
joyipg it. Shall we*ndt attempt* to meet* their 
spnpial exigency by U special provision ? TJjh or- 
dinances of religion are spoken of by God,^4nd 
£»equently promised, marks of liis pecuitar lovo# 
to a^eoj)le : for he has not oidy hallowed the Sab- 
bath, but blessed it — ^n&de it a dav of snecial p^rar^. 
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TKis is why the Christian would , rather be a door- 
-keeper in ^„he house of the Lawd, than dwell in the 
tents of wickedness. But here is a class whose 

\ t, ^ . I ^ 

odfcupi^tion removes and exiles them from the pr- 
dinary privileges of public devotion — stakes them 
without, and away from, the pale df statCvl con- 
gregational worship. r 

It is true that where piety prevails it will main- 
tain its, wonted communion with God,— like Paul 
in the storm, ana' pn the verge of shipwreck, tak- 
ing bread ‘and giving' thanks to God in the i)re- 
scnco of all on board. And there is reason to be- 
lieve, also, that where a disposition to hallow the 
Sabbath exi'^-ts In those who command, Sunday 
sailing would, bd fbund much less necessary than 
:t is generally deemed ; and, when at sea, opportu- 
nities of joining, not only in the weekly, but even 
ill the daily worship of • God, might oftener be 
found than they now are. The “Retrospect” tells 
us of a commander of one of- his Majesty’s ships of 
war,‘ who, though his vessel was very inferior in 
point of force and sailing, yet, through a winter, 
arid in a climate far more severe than our owe, 
was continually .under way, chasing, cutting/ off', 
o" boarding the eneiny’s vessels in shore, while 
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our squadron of larger ships could do little i^orc 
than lie off at anchor, and witness his alm’ost in- 
credible perseverance. But evfeji this state of in- 
cessant activity and sewere public duty did ria|^ pre- 
veht his performing morning atid evening prayen? 
every day ! qnd tlie records of the Bri/ish find 
Foreign Shilors’ Society testify, that many the 
Bethel* captains, regarding theil^'mcn and boys 
as th^yir families, maintain tile ^’racftce of datVy 
worship oh board. * 

But while such instances ilius’trate the power of 
superior piety in surmounting difficulti'es, **they 
must be' received as liable*to inaiiy^ exceptions. ^ 
For, besides^ that*lnaiiy of the bpportunities for 
worshipping God at sea must be n&essari^ in- 
ferior to die quiet of the don^stic ilhar and.tia.* 
stated ordinances of God’s house, the be:?t inteu-' 
tions on the part of>the captain will ofien-d)e frus- 
trated by the wj^ids and the waves. The seit^is the 
aptest and most ancien^ emblem ^of unce;itainty ; 
and ‘every one that ^lac(K himself at its disposal 
muU accommodate himself to its moocV>. IVliiin, 
the Sifbbath brings many of the duties of any 
day.. This is particlilarly the case in the mer-^ 
^ote C. 



58 THE# ORAL AND RELIGIOUS 


charAs* service, where 4thorc are but few hands, 

and where all, at times, are laboriously emploj^ed, 

"from the ^captain, ^ho commancis to the sdamen 

, who^Qbey. The sails must be reofcjl, or taken in ; 

the rship must be 'steere'd, or, if needful, tacked ; 

defects ipust be sijpplied, and disasters ropg,ired, as 

soon as they occur; while a gale may keep all 

hands enz the ^lert for days and nights together. 

•While his frlends^orl ashore are listening to th3 still 

small Voice of the gOspel, the sailor afar off upon 

the sea,” may be deafened by the hoarse voice of 

the tempest, and t^ie roar of the storm ; and that 

which to them is a da*/ of rest, may be to him a day 

of toil, and peril, and wreitling with ^death. And 

one cf the oSnseqijences of this uncertainty and ir- 

iV^TJ'irity i^,*^that the Sabbath comes cither to be 

’totally neglected, or,^if not quite undistinguish- 

abje from fehe other days of tke week, what is still 

worse — its only distinction, at j^ea, consists in 

attendNg to personal cleanliness; in foreign ports, 

rt is devoted to recreation and licence on shore ; 
» •» 

and au home, as may be easily seen in any of 


sea-ports and fishing-towns, it is spent in 
greater excer ses of intemperance and profanit^\ 
Here then is a class whpse religious jirivations 
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are such tfiat a person. Judging haslily and Jroin 
appearances, might almost be tempted tc» think 
that the God of mercy, in providing the means 
of grace for others, had disregarded and passed 
by. The Sabbath which he has gi\ep t/,} 
others, is but seldom enjoyed by them. The 
ordinances of public worship w'!iich he has, insti- 
tuted for the general good, she^^v little ^ of their 
sacred influence upon them.^ Could the person 
bring himself to believe in the .pre-existence of the 
soul, he might almost imagine that they belonged 
to a class which, for some unparalleled , gudt in 
a former life, were doomeJ*^o b6 excepted from 
the ordinal y proviiypns of mercy in this li/e, Ivut 
the privations under which they ai^ labouring 
are partly ’'oluntary, and partly invohjntary. J^y 
far the greater proportion, we have seen, is vo- 
luntary ; and of we must divide th^ g;!4ilt with 
them. The explanation relative to that which is 
involuntary is easy '-the ordinances of na^^re are 
older than the ordinances of grace, and were not 
meant to be controlled by them ; and the '^ailor, 
by placing himself almost entirely at the dispp^l^^ 
Cl the former, is deprived of the full enjoylS'eni^ 
of the latter. Now, if one of the great laws of 



60 THE, UTORAL 'aNI> RELIGIOUS 

nature relating to the ^pplj of food had failecT to 
'a people for oiily a single season, and involved 
them in s^^arcity arvi famine, Should we not hasten 
to ^heir relief ? But here ^ is g, class to whom, 
ftwiij^ to^ the pecuUarity *of their calling, the great 
ordinances of grace which supply the bread of 
life, cpme scantily and irregularly ; anj,! this, not 
for a sc\ason merely, but fer all time. Here is a 
xilass whose#, probabilities of salvation, hurpanly 
speaking, are incomparably less, at present, than 
those of any other, class of the community; — and 
why thei/ o]}portunifies, their means of 

salvation*are less, ariii, God is a God of order who 

4 0 

w6rks by means/ 

'In, order realize this distressing idea, let the 
reader of those Mir^^s imagine, If he 1x3 a parent, 
\,hat his<c:hildren Ure from this day to mingle with 
seamenjr^to ^pursue the*ir calling, and to incur their 
religieus privations— does he not feel as if the 
probal^ilities of their salvation would fpom this 
day be painfully diminished ? If he be a mincster 
of the^ gospel of Christ, let Kim imagine that* all 
the Souths in his congregation are from tJ^ys day 
lo dvr on sin ess in great waters, and to follow the 
occupation of* seaman; — would he not feel as if 
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4)is expectations concerning them were all* but 
b?asted ? and yould not his parting address to 
them* evince ho\v much his fears were* stronger 
than his hopes?-* 

■To place our sailors, then* on a levdl 

others in point of religious advantages, *we r^ust 

/ 

evidently ismploy extraordinary* means. I«jleed, 
recourse is obliged to be had to ^culiar measures 
in oi4er to put them as nearly* pbssible on a* 
level with others in certain* temporal respects. 
The laiubrnark must be reared, the lighthouse 
must be kindled, the life-boa^ rpust nightly bC‘ kept 
ready for launching, ancr^iill the various appa- 
ratus and^me<^hodi*wh?ch ingenuity and humanity 
have devised, (ancrstill they are devising others,) 
must be placed and prepared for histant ; 
while session after session the legisJatuft^ is em- 
ployed in framing enactmeo^is and pwv’^ions to 
suit their peculiar case. And shall the Chtistian 
C.^hurch do nothing ’ spc 9 ial to meet the exigency 
of fheir spiritual condition? Shall the life-boat | 

beMaunched to snatch them from destruction? 

% 

and sh'all wa not point them to the ark of sal vli^ inr* 
from the second dedm ? Shall the ilighthoiise be 
kindled? and shall we not be seen '^‘holding forth 


G 
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the word of life” — the J^har&s of a tempest-tossec^ 
and befnighted world ? Not only should we labo&r 
' to remedy the griew^ous religious^ privations which 
at present they vnluntarili/ — by special 
fy^ovj^on^ made for* their Velfare while they are^Dii 
shoige, we should^ aim to compensate for their 
unavoidable priv^Ji'ions" at sea. 

* 7. WJp have«**^l ready glanced at the peculiar 
temptations # )f ^e^men; and what a touching and 
powerful claim on ear sympathy arises “from this 
grou'nd. Profanity, intemperance, extravagance, 
and Ucbutiousness, ar^ their besetting sins. And, 
though they may be^ ‘Chargeable with these sins 

only in cgmmon with the dgpra^ed o/ other classes, 

# . * . 

Jemptatjjfions to commit thei'ii are of a kind and 

a jriegree peculiar /o themselves. TM'e very re- 
straints iiin.posed the indulgence of their passions 
while at sja, prepa^^s them ^on their return to 
plunge into unusual depth's of iniquity. The cur- 
rent of ^their depravity, which, 'if left to flow on un- 
checked and at wall, migl^t have exhibited nothing 
peculiar, acquires, by the temporary check, a ful- 
ness^and a force, which, on resuming its t^urse, 
wiriiijj them far beyond the «point of ordinary sin. 
During their absefned;, too, a check has been placed 
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01 ? their friendly ancf soc'ial feelings ; they n‘turn 
ti meet with conlpanions and friends whotn tlie^ 
love,* and the occasion calls f»\th and justifies a' 
flow of feeling, I bu^ which too often lead^ tfi 

> * • T • * * ** 

ctfTousal, and ends in "excess?. Their rettuiii 
port, too, is not unfrequently fe^t by them^ to he jni 
escape* fr^m immiiient danger ;**and aH’thik^lea- 
surable excitemenf experienced (m such o<pcasions, 
and jyhich if rightly directed •^oukl *ascend in 
gratitude' to God, too often* expresses kself in 
extra carousals an,d boisterous mirth. 'Jliey com- 
^liment their own skill and^aring; ‘‘they "sacri- 
fice to their own net, aiTfi'^urn incens^ to* their 

TJ^n drag?’ and o'ily s^out mor(? loudly .a baccnn- 

• * . * • 

nalian song, which'vlrowns the memoi^ of tho past, 

. • * • . • 

and madly defies the future. # Let be rem^wi^ 

bered, also, that the accumulatt?^! sums^in vhicti 

tliey receive their give them tfce »f)ower 

* . • * * 

“ running to an excess of riot.” Multitudes»of our 

artificer*; and workfhen of various trades, on re- 
ceiving only the w^ges^ of the week, cehse to 
labour as long as a shilling remains : ljut th« sailor 
receivv^ amount comparatively inexhaustible • 
and the consequence *18 that his imp^'ovidenCtj^aii?! 
excesso are comparatively greatiSr. • 
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But that which constVtutefe the strength of cill 
tfhe temptations to which the savior is exposed, 
the notorious fact +hat they aYe all organized and 
plic^^with the force and certainty of an infernal 
systemt Let the reader ^peruse and ponder the 
following accounts of this dreadful system fur- 
nished, by* the late' 'Mr. Walker, whose magisterial 
otfice, as- we hav*!* already iiitimAted, gave him an 
<ipportunity ef watcfwng the working of th(^ plot. 
“ There is no class of men who meet with such ill 
treatment from their fellow-creatures as sailors. 
After silvering the wardships of the sea, and 
toiling with unconqiie^^ide labour, they are beset 
on their return from each vay^ge by*"the uiool 
villaneus and' the most profligate of the species, 
lor -the purpose of -robbing them of their hard- 
ekrned w^rges; whilst those who should step for- 
. ard to protect them, leave them to their fate, or 
even hold that they are capable of nothing better. 
When a vessel arrives from a long voyage, the 
crimps* or keepers of sailors^' lodging-houses, »are 
on tfie alerf to get as ihany of the crew into 
their ^wer as possible. Boats are sent to,i fetch 
tne liich ashore, and the wa^ormen receive a fee 
from each crimp 'for* every sailor they can bring. 
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The sailors leave tfle vessel, often 1 believer made 
half-drunk, withmit money, and ’with nothing bftt' 
their chest, upon which the cripmps advance theiA 
money, till ^ tl^y Receive their wages. ^ ery 
temptation is put in their way to leai ^hi»m|to 
extravagance and recklessness. An pxorbitcKit 
bill is'msi^e out, the amount of*^hich is d^jducte<!i 
from their wages^ and they aiw rubRwi ‘or cTe- 
fraucjpd of the balance. A« S(g)n tis*they lanct, 
they are* sponged upon by a set of idle fellows, 
who hang about the docks,* pretending to be 
^unable to get employmant,ior to have#l?ecMi old’ 
shipmates ; they are defnfu^eS by low .?ows under 
T tihfi ' f r 0^ selling .^dieyi worthloes articles ch^ap ; 
and they are plunx^ered and imposed upon by* tlie 
most profligate women. It in a ^eat me?>tAii’<:'* 
a confederation against themf/rom viJfiich thPy 
have no chance of fscape. Each party pliiys inon^ 
or less into the other’s Hands. I have occavsion to 
see freqjient instances of these abominations, and 
in general they are So (jpntrived, that tlterS is ino 
remedy or punishment. It frequently happens, 
that sailor, who has sixty or seventy pound^ to 
receive, will have, afr the end of a, few d^sftfd 
enormous bill made out against' him by a crimp, 

G 3, 
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for what he and his hangers-on' are alleged to havb 
consumed, and for money advanced to supply his/ 
Oictravagande in his, breaks of ‘‘intoxication, lor 
his ho^lance there is an eager congest among the 
harpie^ »wIio surround him, which leads them 
sonietimes to the most barefaced and scandalous 

I 

^)ractice,s In tl^e lowest of the sailor^’ p'nblic- 

hou&e3, fe'ue Ave,f?tthe back, < what are called long- 
rooms, the waJls ef which are painted with .^hips 
or other devices: and here are to be witnessed 

i 

at aliriost all hours, but principally at night, scenes 
of the^ greatest villanp ai^d debasement. Sailors 
who are eiVtrapped int^C'liiese long-rooms, or simi- 
lar jilaces, are kept in a constarvt state 
excitement, ar d they never think of returning to 
.se'a/i.ill they have got rid of all iheir wages ; in- 
deed, I hvlieve, they are not unfrequently glad 
'. ben thqir jneans are gone, a^ the only chance 
they have of escaping front the fangs of those who 
surround them.’’ ' 

In corroboration of this affecting statement, the 
writer would^ add the following paragraph, from 
Mr. M'drk Moore’s ‘^Evidence before the f,‘om- 
lAiitSt-’Oi the^ House of Coiamons, on drunken- 
ness, in 1834 For more than three years I 
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• • • , 

\^s connected with* a Jiociety established for the 

'f.mprovement bot+i of the moral and the fempoilil 
condition of sailorl, and in -i^at capacity I had 
an opportunity fof seeing not only a great ^doul of 
* sailors, but also of their ^laces^of resort, at 4:lje mst 
end of London, I have visiti^d, for tha| puiipo\^ 
most bf l^ie public-houses in thtit part of i;he me- 
tropolis, and I suppose there ' Ttiaii 

.twenl^ of those houses, where, *d,^ t1i« back of the 
gin-shops, there are what are* called ^long-rooms;' 
those loiig-roorns^ will contain* from 1 00 to 300 
f4>ersons ; and every eveniiig, <^|lmost, all tliofe cooms 
are full .of sailors and gir4< ctf Ihe town, jind a class 
;A^v*^-.sw^»^rincipall-y Jgws, called crimps; anfl it 
is truly distressing^to see the demcmlizatifm*not 
only of th(f sailor§, but also ofd^he* oth#r indivirhJ^ 
who frequent those disgraceful jjlaces.^ Some tif 
these houses, 1 am^sorry to say, are l^pfiopen.^^ 
all hours during the night, l^have been into those 

‘long-rooms’ at terf and eleven o’clock at night; 

* • * 
aud» the w hole comp&ny;^ perhaps 200 or 300 jjor- 

so»s, have been drinldn^ and dancing, ^till the* poor 

fellow^ are in a most dreadful state. It is a„very 

common practice fo»<fche girls to get^variorW" ai’Ci- 

cles^ .su^i as laudanum and 6thSr Klrues, nut into 
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• * 

t^he liquor of the sailors, #Vho'' thus become coitf- 
pJetely ihtoxicated : they are theit easily prevailed 
upon to accompany f them to fheir fodgings; -and 
theycsopn sink into a state 0 / totfll stupefaction : 
th^y arc then robbed of eVery penny they possess, 
Qxfi\ -/ery .often of ):heir new clothes ; and, when 
'they awake, an cA*d jacket and an olcj pair of 
trd^sb:tj^^5fC ti^e articles left to them. I have 
known instances pf'men being thus robbed of po/., . 
40/., or 5'0/f, at a time.” What a complication of 
temptation, debasement, and helplessness ! 

But let- us trace the working of the system a. 
step farthdt, and we feilWind that the despoilers 
of these helpless victims ofteiirbecome 
cusers'' It<<s a subject that^comes particularly 
^iibme to me,**^ says Mr. Walker, because I have 
had occasiron so pften to become acquainted, in 
: magwteij^al capacity, with the dreadful impo- 

sitions,'' robberies, and profligacy, which are conse- 
quent u^on the arrival of any' number of vessels 
from dfstaiit parts of the globd; and, from the arts 
that are practised against bailors by gangs of con- 
federates, in decoying, and stupifying thenv with 
iJq^fr^Und with drugs, it is glinerally quite impos- 
sible to fix any* pVoof of guilt. In fact, they are 
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alAiost helplessly expbscd*to every combination of • 
villaiiy, and whether they^re the* accusers •or the 
acc’usied, they hre almost equi^lly objccfs of pity. * 
I have known iiltetances of sailors^^ being robbed of 
*fifity pounds or upwards, the ve#y day they r<;ceivod 
it; but having been first rendered senseless-tdiV 

. . . • . * ^ k ^ 

tection'is impossible. Sometime*, the dayJpoll^>^ j 
ing their coming ashore, or even 
they a^e themselves brought .for* drllnkeliness and 
disorder, * the consequence of conspiracy . against 
them; and when remonstrated • with on theii^ im- 
prnllence, they will patheiicajlv lament ‘th^r help- * 
less situi^tion.” 

' tWR'fhat can result from such a state ,of thiTigs 
operating on minds ..already vicious-»vwhat, ^ 
rapid grovfth of * depravity, tprnienthig remors'^V 
self-abandonment, and recklessness in gW-lt, wlnc4i 
shall prepare them, ^n turn, to become t]ie 5pmptftjfc>>^: 
and the destroyers of others ! But are we rot re-* 
sponsible^ for the coiftiiiuance of this system of ini- 
quity ? To the full {fniount to which, uridef G-od, 
it i« in our power to* cofrect the evil, junquestion- 
fibly are. And, be it remembered, that every 
moment we delay to# ♦ake the necessary stOfRi;, 
evil go^ on increasing in vi^oifr, iand extending 
its operations. 
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In confirmation of tiiis scatement, the public 
papers report that a series of scandalous frauds 
have lately been^ Jbrought to light in Doctors’ 
Co'^nmons. Thoy have been effected by parties 
who hsj,ve taken oui letters of administration, and 
r ia(k> oath of their being next of kin, or only sur- 
"\l dng relatives, -of seamen who have died at sea, 
^^b^hie 1 the wages due to them at their 
decease. The fraudulent parties have ccj^jisisted 
chiefly of Jew crimjvs, swearing that they are bro- 
thers of the deceased seamen ; ^or else, in concert 
with ,women pretending to be the wives of the de-»^ 
ceased. This soliti-ry ficct would be sufficient to 
give us an idea of the organizQd nature 
tem in ope. ation against seamen ; of the wide 
ramificatioir of that- system ; of tne daring and de- 
termined. character of those who work the system, 
‘'"^d fofi/>w jt as their ordinaqf calling; and who, 
not content with ruining the sailor in life, follow^ 
and persecute him after death in the person of his 
poor and suffering relati\;es. It may give us «also 
an idea of jlie utter helplessness of the sailor* in 
the hands of such a class, when even his leg J pro- 
beT?Ct)r»- them§plves can be thus deceived and over- 
reached by them. Like the flying fisb, which 
escapes from the aluacore in its native element. 
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y to be pounced on by the man-of-war bird 
waiting to devour* it, the sailor no sooner escapes 
the pbrils of the deep, than he Isf tlje object of in- 
stant attack those who live^by preying ivl 

feasting on his misery, on shore. On confiiTg to 
anchor, he exjiibits the specta^'le of a helpless* Idc-/ 
tiin, bound hand and foot, and passed frcjp-^i^; 
ship to the crimp* from the crimpy to the^long- 
room, %om the long-room to the*l»rotffel, and from 
the brothel to a ship again — \^atf;iied and guarded 
at every stage, and his fetters iiiirelaxe^ — ^lad to 

escape, though with injured h? 3 . 1 th, and tlte loss of 

'> >£ • * 

all his earnings, to take r?fu^ amidst ^Jie perils of 
tile sea rt^m tlv3 grcmtei perils of *the land. ^ 

S. The neglected %nd debased ^coiKhtion ot o|\r 
seamen renders them the meatis of immense e^'il 
to others, both at home aryl ab?oad. ^t^s perni- 
cious effects do ndt terminate with thejnseTSes. • 
Shipowners suffer, and the maritime interest ge- 
nerally. • How many vef^els have Jbeen Josj^, Jiow 
many valuable cargoes sunk, through the onq sin 
of drunkenness alone ! * Society at* large,” ob- 
serves^ Mr. Walker, ‘Hs much interested.^^.mn^ 
selfish motives, as v?(3l as from motives of hu- 


See many i%v§ltmg facts, Note D. 
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inanity, in shutting up the fertile field which the 
improvidence of sailors offers to vice and crime. 
And ev^en a regai^l for the profligates and‘ cri- 
nii rials themselves should induce art effort to re- 
move femptation out of their way.” “ It is a mat- 
fcer Af great consequence also to the rest of society 
pn*"A': 'own account, because the harvest'which the 
present state of seafaring men affords to the vi- 
cious and tli'c cilmftfal, is one great caust^'^of so 
manv depredator®, who prey at other times upon 

the various classes of the public^ It is to be 

observed that the bnmehse quantity of crime and' 
pauperism that springs directly and indiroetly from 
the;; present wart of moral cultivation among sailo-rs, 
is to be paid for^.by the public in addition to their 
wages. If an^^ labourer by his iinprovidonce 

becomes a pauper, of causes any of those who 
.ougtii; ttj b(? depend#tnt on him' to become paupers, 
the expense of that pauperism is to be added to 
his wage^. to make up thg whole cost of his labour; 
and, in the same mannci*, if he is guilty of crime, 
or tgmpts ciphers to be guilty, the expense incident 
to--il\^t crime is likewise to be reckoned pari of the 
cost of jfiis labour, though it is not paid by his em- 
ployers, but by the public.’’ 
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from this represenJatioA, then, it is evident* that ' 
the merchant, the' political economist, the*statesM 
man,-* and the ^p^itriot, are alike called ^n to re- 
medy the evils w\3 dej^recate, and jkfe all interested 
in* the success of their mleasures. But the.Chris- 
tian philanthropist, without undervaluing these <?on- 
sideration^i, will look above and 'beyond thpmji^u 
to the moral effeci^ of these evik. ‘‘»Idercr'«Sp 
say, is. a large class of men wlw? catimot 'be ruined 
themselves, without instrum'^ntally injuring and 
ruining multitudes of others. * 'i^he interest* and 
energy peculiar to their, character, invQ^ft ihem 
with considerable influenice ,o’#er those v**ith vvhom 
c*-.3ooCiate j and, if^that inhi^nce \)e^ evil, Hhe 
injury must be imgiense. Many cf, them, ffave 
families; from a* summary, sjiomng ^the numfe. 
of families of Great Britain, engaged ki, and de- 
pendent on, each gj'eat branch of production and , 
occupation, it appears that the number of fpmilies 
of the maritime cihss at our great seaports and 
na\al stations, Livei^ool, Plymouth, FSrtgniouth, 
&C., (exclusive of the i/hetropolis^) is 55,528;' and 
in our minor seaports and fishing-towns, 6o,083. 
The heads of all tbe^e families, it «re not 

directly and personally seafaring,* but the great 

H 
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inajcrity of them are, ajid \>riio can calculate the 
Amount of evil wTiich they are the means of piopa- 
gating anfong the^ljiousands jflid tofis'of thousandh 
of rsouls, of wh<?h their families/ are composed ! 
‘^^The^ ignorant, uVigodly* seaman’s cottage is rfu* 
l^ahjtation of extravagance and want, of riot and 
vTi.^tcl|iedness, of« misery and sin. lie /ethriife lo 
suteecsful voyage, cAily to eAi)end his 
hard-earnbd c\iagp3 it? excess and irreligiop^: and 
lie leaves it again in,, hunger, in wretchedness, and 
in rags.” Whether the supposition be true, that 
that di-e|iaful scourge tjhe cholera, pursued the 
course of rivers, aiui the., outline of the coast, or 
not, here, at leasts is a moral epidemic, a 
fold tjaore fatial, pursuing this^^ identical track, dif- 
f.Aaing infection wherever it comes, uid raging 
witli a virulence yvliich sweeps off almost all before 
u*^,1ike those who atV^mpted in vain the 
remo’^al of that malady, v/e possess a grand spe- 
cific for the disease which we deplore. Shall mo 
delay zv ' administer it ? “ Is there no balm in 
Gilead f is there no physician there ? why then is 
not the health of the daughter of my people re- 


* The Ocean, 



IMPROVEMENT OF OUR SEAMEN. 75 

But the*Christian philjftithropist will remember 
that the evil doe^ not terminate* at home/ Gun 
sailore carry Ithl ^oral contagipij abroacf. A tra- 
veller in Egypt Yelat^ with astonidiment, that Jie 
met with natives of that* country who couhj utter 
the most aw^ful oaths in the Ei\glish lan^age^ al- 
though* they knew no other worda in our tpng^'rTe. 
His inquiries sooif elicited the «nformati< 
they hgd learnt thus to sw£iar*^rob» olir sailors. 
Truly might they say, — 

“ You taught us language ; and our profit is,-^ 

We know how to curse ! — ^ 

. T 

ll -I” "zll known that the bla^phernies •of «ur 
sailors became a by-word and a pfo’^rb, and •the 
oath they imost bommonly s^Yore/, th.e nick -nan.? 
by which they were called. t , * , 

In a striking ipstance ‘mentioned •me, bv. 
one of our arctic adventAirers, such was the nefrni-* 
cious eftect of the ill behaviour of a body of our 
countrymen in a rerAOt*e district of Amp- 

ricA, that disgrace bad* been entailed both \tpon 
the nation to which they belonged, and tin*: reli- 
ct '• 

* Dlacourses to SeameJi; by the Rev. W. St^/ffiso, , Chaplain 
of the? MeiViners’ Church, Liverpool, &c. 
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gion^ which they professed. ' Such irreparable 4n- 
gury had they done to their character in their deal- 
' ings with"' the natb^es, that, wer^ ifthe Indiasis of 
thst district c^f?ed upon to describe, by a single 
word, the character of a man in all respects fabe, 

^ dishonest, and base, they would designate him by 
fftil name of a Christian! ” 

^ ^?^.greatest obstacles to4he‘ success of many of 
our missionary efforts abroad, have hithert^^ arisen 
from the depraved and atrocious conduct of Bri- 
tish and American^* seamen. At the last anniver- 
sary of '‘the British and -Foreign Sailors’ Society, 
the llev.' Mr. WilVams, ^ a missionary from the 
South Sea Islanols, declared the dreadffri^effbcts 
produced oi^-ithe minds and manners of the natives 
by the profl^acy ai>^l cruelty of seamen, and de- 
plored the'^visits ^’f many of them as a source of 
to the heathen part of the popula- 
tion and of fear to those Who are converted. 

Evidence to the same effect 'might be furnished 
in- abuiicIaliOs from the records of our various 
missionary societies. In the Church Missionary 
Register, a letter from Capt. W- Jacob, ^sf the 
Ea*st Jfct^^...Coi^ipany’s servbe, refers to a battle 
fought L3tween some native tribes in the Bay of 
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Islands,” in Feb. 1830, ^hich arose out of a dis- 
pute between two; of the wretched objects Who had 
been’ welconiec * on board the -• , by her com- 

mander. Th^se transactions owJ their origin «>n- 
tirely to that improper* intercourse which dt is 
lamentable to find is too generally allowed betw*een 
the most degraded portion of the fiative population 
and the shipping, tb the scandal of our coutHi y m 
that p''rt of the world. There' ‘is liiuch to dis- 
courage ihissionary efforts in Mie^ scenes of* immo- 
rality and vice \vhich are constantly exhibited, 
through the intercourse subsisting between^ the 
islands and the shipping, ami -the dissolute habits 
of many of the inhabitants which that iuitercourse 
has engendered. While we were ’^olemrdzing 
Divine service ^at Korosarika, we were much con- 
cerned to find that, within hearing and withih 
sight of our congregation, two, boatc IVil c".' . .> * 

peans from the whalers in J;he bay, were".*'^^’ 
ing in a. state of brutal intoxication, to the dis- 
grace of their country. , These arq amdhg tl/c 
nuiherous hinderances which at present exist to 
any extensive reception of Christianity among the 
people.” 

The Rev. W. O. Croggon, WesleJ^animitosionary 
H 3 ; 
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at Zdnte, in a letter dated JVlay 8, 1833, remarks, 
'*Hhe state of British sailors abroad is shocking 
beyond description! It grieves to the heart 
to behold them^-^ given up ,to inloxication.” An 
apperlrfrom the London 'Missionary Society, Dec. 

alluding to ‘Hhe baneful influence of 
seamen on foreign missions,” remarks, Our bre- 
tiiTeTrsi,ate that tfhe besetting sin in Tahiti at pre- 
sent is drutfkenj'^esS j that it has produ^t'd the 
greatesf mischief in*^the churches; and this state 
of things, which fills the directors with the greatest 
distr^ss^*is attributed greatly to American and 
British sailors, w ho ‘‘ii&ve* established a number of 
grog-shops on shore, for the ^purp^se of retailing 
spirits, and 'Jfho have induced' the chiefs to become 
traffickers iiV rum.” ** 

The hiStory of \heir conduct at Lahaina alone, 
teir tho“3.ir*dwiph group i^f islands, would be 
'"efficient to brand their character with lasting dis- 
grace, Often have they sent armed boats on shore 
there "for most licentious purposes, and ‘have 
even carried away many oV the native women from 
the island. And more than once, they hate thus 
landeS^\ ioh: the sworn dete’hni nation of firing the 
missioiSlhrid'i’ Houses, and taking their lives, on 
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acoount ot the restraints v hich, through inissiDnary 
influence, had be eri laid on their licentious prac * 
tices. And, t'oubtless, had they not been pre- 
vented by the natives, who armed in multitude:: to 
p.'otect their religious teachers, they would have 
carried their murderous threats into effect. But 
what a deep reproach to Britain does this scene 
exhibit, — a people, just emergirg from the 
barba»'ous heathenism, “ defending v’ith their lives 
the ministers of Christ, whilst Britons, shameless 
Britons, panted to wade through their blood to 
gratify their sinful passions!”* 

The unbridled licentiousness of our seamen is 
written in many places in characters which will 
not soon be effaced — in deep, dreu:Tul traces of 
disease. Odious maladies — the brrnd-marks of 
unhallowed passions — once uiiixifown o the p^/or 
islanders of the Pacific and the Sont^enj 
painfully attest that the British sailor har bee’^ 
there. But among the numerous and distressing 
illustrations which might be furnish , of- the de- 
piaved conduct of our sailors abroad, the follow- 
ing, cupplied by a captain commanding one of the 
Hon. East India Company’s ships ^^■’•'kes the 


* Note E. 
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writer as most affecting: ^ — ‘-When I was lying^at 

j 5 iu the East Indies, with s^ven or eight sail 

of East Ixidia ships in comj^any,* * . . mojt of 
the men in the i^eet were following their own cor- 
rupt inclinations (i. e. on the Sabbath-day) on 
shore. And it is painful to relate, that so de- 
praved, and eritremely wicked were their man- 
that it even affected the feelings of the hea- 
then natives; so much so, that the idolatrous 
priests, end others associated with those chiefs in 
their worship, used every means in their power to 
prevad cn those Christiap sailors to embrace their 
religion ; :*nd it appea^'ed they had no other mo- 
tive than that of making them better men,’’ 

Well, indeed, might the language of the ])ro- 
phet to rebedious Israel be addressed to multi- 
tudes of or; British sailors, Ye have been a curse 
awxma thx. lu nfken. What a powerful counteract- 
hig efl^ect must their evil influence exercise on 
missionary labour ! Whether Jiey go before the 
missionary, d pre-occupy the ground with thorns, 
or come after him, and sow tares among the 

* Related by Mr. Timpson in his “ What have I to do with 
Sailors?’^ ^ "S, 19; an excellent manual, especially for 


young persL as. 
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wfibat; whether tl|ey Influence the natives by dim- 
ply inoculating them with the virus of their own^ 
depravity, of jj^pjudice their rfijinds against the 

English character an(^ the Christian name by acts 
• * . * * *. '* 
of* cruelty and oppression* the effects must he^alike 

injurious to missionary success^ Like thf §(Aith 

American jchief in the early days*of'»4ijfanisJi coh- 

•• ^ 

quest, when the priest travellec^ in the rear or* 
the adducing army to bap^k:e»^he* captive con- 
verts, the’ heathen natives c»n but little^ desire 
to go to the heaveja which the English missidtiary 
proclaims, if the English sailor is to* ^ ^ere 
also. By our concern then rfcy the success oT the 

gospel in foreign Ignids, we aro bound, to aitxe- 
• • • • ^ 

liorate the character . of our seamen. ••Therew is a 

sense, too, in which they themselves a#e to be re- 
garded as missionaries. Yes, w^ipther ^ve will Or 
not, they awe misionaries. The fc ks 

missionaries as well as tfie church, and these, are 
they. A^nd until tlfey are rendered missionaries 
of g»od, they will continue to act^^ Uiissicrnaries 
of evil; and will operate far more exjensivefy in 
ruining* the souls of men, than the missionaries of 
the gospel do in saviy^ them. 

BuA i*S they now form a mighty age>c^t evil, 
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they< might become a powerful' agency , of go6d. 
'If our ‘apathy and neglect do rfijt ^forbid, the lan- 
guage of the prophet to Israel mg-V be confidently 
applied to theiriy “ It shall come to pass that as 
ye were a curse among the heathen, so will I save 
yoLT, an& ye shall 1^3 a blessing/' 

There many elements in their character, 
which, when baptized and •sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit, contain the’jwomise of eminent piet?/- May 
we not* warrantably^ suppose, that this was one 
reason why the Saviour of the world devoted so 
muck oD his ministry to. the maritime part of the 
Jewish jfOpulation ?(v iCapernaum, on the sea of 
Tiberias, was hia; adopted to'ysrn. It was on the 
‘‘ searCoast”»<that he commenced, and principally 
pursued his*aninistry. There, the greater propor- 
tion of “ his miglVty works were performed." His 
»hdien«^s were composed of the^inhabitants 
*Qf t^’ 3 sea-coasts ; he found the greatest number of 
disciples there ; and there his** cause most illustri- 
ously triumpk^fl , 

The character of the class is substantially 'dhc 
same still. They are capable of quick and abiding 
impres^‘''^_~*y full of grateful, and generous affec- 
tions ; ’(lith, a superstitious but strong belief in a 
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, superintdhding J/rjvidGnce; a deop veneration for 
signs, and omens, anjd old observances a feeling^ 
of intense inter%3*t in tales relaling^o the invisible ^ 
\v0rld5 and to* the appearance ci' spiritual beings, 
'^rliis must be evident to any one who knoAvs any 
thing of the marvellous stories “of the^;/ weather 
middle watch ; and the very figure at thc«'*^*)Ow — 
derived from the ancient tutela^ox phosen patron 
of the‘^ip, to which prayers ari6 sacrifices were 
daily offered, and which was held* so sacred to 
offer a sanctuary to those who fled to it-»-e^’^en^this 
figure, considering the deep fetftlings with^ which it 
is generally regarded, indicated the exijtcnoe 0/ a 
state of mind, •the \\jry reverse of a selfish, c®ld, 

. • * * *• c* 

heartless scepticism. ’ Here, then, ,are elements of 
the most improvable nature ; ^a^ deep ^ubstratum 
of rich and warm feeling, si#ch as 'we may suppose 
the apostle Paul would have delighted to w ork»in ; 
and which, by whom^soever it* may be wrought in 
earncstne^ss and faitlTr"oDuld not ^ail, under the 
Divine blessing, to is^ue^ki a character of simple, 
glowing, and wgorous piety. 

Oth^r characteristics mark them out for eminent 
usefulnei^. And mi^ht not ou.r J.ord havf? been 
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influenced, in the selection of^his disciples, by a 
^regard t^ these qualities ? Peter and Andrew, 
"James and John— a third part 6^ his discijiles — 
\v ere ' called froni their shipS to follow him ; Matr 
thew i^s called from the quay of Capernaum; 
and it wt,uld appear, from the account of a scene 
subsequent to the resurrection of Christ, John 
xxi. 1 — 3, lha»t Thomas and Nathanael, .... and 
two other of hi^ disciples,” were not strailgers to 
the, work of “casting a net into the sea;” and 
even ^t. Paul himself w^as a native and citizen of 
a marit[me city. '* He *knew that their apostolic 
dqties* woiJd subject them to privations, require 
cov.rage,' and call them to’safl to distant places to 
become “ fishers of men.” ' For this, their daily 

' V r . 

employment had, prepared them; rendering them 
hardy, ^laborious, and bold. And, accordingly, 
after his ascension, we find Ibem voluntarily in- 
curring the greatest dangers, patiently enduring 
the greatest toils, and compassing sea and land, to 
achjeve the\ioblest objects. . 

The saihe intrepidity, ardour, a^id devotedness 
to the cause they espouse, distingmsh our seamen 
as a c^al. : thes^ a^e the qualities which h? ve made 
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th5m useful^to tkeir' country; and the sanric •cha- 
racteristics which’ have rendered them st) emi-^ 
nently serviceabie to thc^ cau»e. of Brifain, need , 
only be sanctified and^ rightly directed, in order "lo 
be equally useful in thd cause of God. ^IJappy 
day for Britain, when her miiritime p(fpu4ation 
“shall* be, holiness to the LorcH- *i'he«j, her 
sailors shall returd, not to “ ric^ in chamt^ering 
and wf^onness,” but to tell of ^4:he works of the 
Lord, and his wonders in the.*deep the}^ “ shall 
visit their habitation, and shaB not sin.” l^heir 
arrival on shore shall furnish occasion for grateful 
praise, and their departure to^sea shall Call Torth 
prayers and devout ^oinmendatiofis to Gqd. The 
very qualities which 3 w make them to be fnarcd 
and shunned, sKa len e.’j^cita afiection and 
esteem ; for they shall coast ouf , shores, and satl 
from port to port, a% the agents^of Chric^tiar* 
volence, freighted with tHe blessings of the gospel 
or peace.. 

And does ^t^^heif callinfjf rcidLx^ ofit for 

extensive uselVitiess, as* well as their ^character ? 
In a literal S3nse, their “ field is the world.” 
They are citizlens of •the world. "^re the 

,missic«aries of^gommerce to the ends ot'^thy earth ; 
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and, .whether the church of God avail ^tself of their 
agency or not, to the ends of the earth they will 
continue to go ; — what an instrun^eatality is here ! 

, r * 

what a magnificent agency for good ! , And shall it 
remain comparatively unemployed ? Is there not 
ground ^o believe that one of the reasons why 
Britain haS^l: allowed to possess the ^commerce 

-^of the world is that she might possess the neces- 
sary facilities for tlie^ evangelization of th^ jyorld ? 
Is it not remarkable ^hat the three nations in which 
reformed Christianity chiefly prevails, — England, 
America and Holland, — should be the three 
most conxinercial nations — and must not the ob- 
vious design of Ih'ovidence in this marked arrange- 
ment force* itself on every ^ reflecting Christian 
mind? Had England acted in accordance with 
this design had ive duly regarded the welfare of 
oiy* pallors, and trained them up in the fear of the 

j r • ^ 

Lord, how different an aspect might the world, at 
this moment, have presenUyJ ? How much, for in- 
stance, migh^ we have done for China by this 
time', by the mere distribution of'^t.’acts, had our 
sailors been men ‘Valiant for the triith:” whereas 
those veu^j sailors themselvcs,^ are there perishing 
for lack^ ^ ,'\no vlhdge ; and ari affec ing appenl has 
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just been made to the Chftstians of Britain in^their 

behalf, by a missionary of another land ! * * 

* * . * •. * 
Ttic comme':(iial ascendancy of^a nation is said^ 

to last about .200 yeurs; of that period lOQ years 
of our trading superiorfty have already elapsed: 
the ' way, th^ only and the certain wa}^ to pro- 
long our •ascendancy is to answCV tlib'' er^d of it. 
Through the patfenc^ and goofiness of God, oui^ 
neglec<*#d facilities for exteildli^ th^ kingdom of 
Christ are still spared to usf Pur comfnerce is 
still universal, requiring 126 'consuls^ at foreign 
|X)rts and commercial cities. ,Our sailorf^ mtjy yet 
be made a blessing, to tlte eAcis of the earth. Not 
only might thpy be* restrained fl*om bckig a liin- 
drance to the missionary’s efforts ^aliroad,* they 
might beedme his active and^po^i^erftfl auxiliaries* 
The ancient Jews were denominated wit- 

7iess(;s ^ — to give evWence to tjie world in I.ij be-^' 
half; Christians arc called ihe epistles of Ofirist^ 
and are .said to bp'* and i^ead of all men. 

PiotTs sailors w;o1iild eminently re«r’'\.^ this purpose. 
If ’unable to fb witnesses — to proclairt the ^gospel 
with their lij-s, they would yet be epistles — speak- 

* Rev-,E. StevLns, American Seamen’s Chaplain at Wham- 
poa, (^lina ; in an Appeal tfci the Ff lends of Seai:\er^ hi England. 
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' ing 1^0 the eye by the Silent eloquence of a hbJy 
.useful life. And this is a language which needs no 
^translation, no interpreter ; men r^f every tO^ngue 
cSlifi understand it; it is the only true universal 
language. In some instances, indeed, our sailcfrs 
already miswer this purpose; “the Christian na- 
tives ir th^^'oAjh Sea Islands are delighted with 
"^the arrival of a ^'praying ship^ (Tr a believing ship** 
Seamen ihiglit o^Vsn' precede our missionaji’v^s, and 
prepare the way for»them. By the distribution of 
bibles and tracts, ‘and by the thousand methods 
whic^i a holy ingenuity will devise, they might vir- 
tually take possession of . a heathen land in the 
riaiiie of «him wlfti is King of kings and Lord of 
lords, as the /’do of a newly discovered land in the 
•name of thc4r earthly sovereign. The/ might be- 
cdme the pioneers,' or the agents, of the Christian 
churcK in every land. 

How interesting the spectacle of a cloud of ship- 
ping in one of our mercf*'^4c T^»prts, availing them- 
selves of they«7'^e tide, and® spreading their 'sails 
to the saiTiQ auspicious breeze, to Tr’fpart on tliteir 
respective voyages ! For a short t^me, they all 
proceed dw;n channel togethb’*; but^as “the great 
and w id^^sea” Expands before them, \ they s?trike off 
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in mil directions, J^nd^evei^ day they ‘diverge wider 
an farther from 'each other, till eventually they 
are scattered over the face of J:he worldf There| 
go the ships ! ” — said the psalmist, when contei:.*- 
plating the sublimq spectacle, and filling his nfliijcl 
with great thoughts of nature and Providence. 
And w*ill not tlie church sanctify thgt sublimity, 
and behold in the <iavigated sca^ glorious* ?igency^ 
of gra^q,? “ Xhere go the ^bi]^ jthe* Christian 
might say, as he stood and g,azed at a numerous 
fleet diverging and disappearing in the distant ho- 
rizon ; — Mc/y ? go the shijis, laden witft ^rea^ures • 
more jirecious than thosp of^the navy of* Solomon 

when freighted with the ivory ^iid tne told of 

.»• *•* .* 

Ophir ; in one of them are tracts jin anotfier. 

bibles ; in ^nothdr, missionar^s in ;i^ll of them, 
men, wdio, like the Christian mariners ^jf the (ia- 
lileaii Lake, are ‘‘ tjie messengers of the churche.^ 
and the glory of Christ,”* — men of simple* earnest, 
glowing liiety, who# go to lie ^fishers of men,” 
in alf nations, kiiKlrefls, and^ climes oi>. jh’e face pi 
the» earth, praiyeri? of the church waft them 

on their several ways: angels convoy ^heiiT ; lie 
who brought tjie ship#of the disciples sf/e to land 
I 3 
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< is ptt;3S€*nt wiCll tnuiii; <»ki tui^ yn njv- 

oarth stall be glad for them. 

10. Thv; example of our Divinje. iVI aster 
attention to sailors, with all the force ol an 
express command. His ‘marlcQd and devoted 
teiition the maritime districts of Palestine, had 
been the of early prophecy, Isaiah ix. 1, 

HiAiid, wiien the prediction was fulfilled, it was made 
the subject of'ev^igqlic history, Matt, iv.^^ — 10. 

I.eaving'^ Nazaretji, he came and dwelt in Caper- 
naurti, which is upon the sea-coast, in the borders 
of 2^abuf.\oii and Nephta]im : that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoj<.en ^^by Esaias the prophet, 
saynig,' 'iTie land of Zabulon and the land of 
Nephtaliirij^by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, 
.^(hililee of , the ’/reptiles: the pbople ,who sat in 
darkness sew greafe light; and to them who sat in 
the region and shadow of de/Ath, light is sprung 
up.'^;^ We have already seen that, in fulfilment of 
this prophecy, opr Lord jcpmaienced, and princi- 
pally wpursu. id, his minikry on ..the sea-c^^asts. 
There he performed his 'greatest wfiiracles, found 
his Targes-^" audiences, and called most ..of his 


entirely leaving Nazluj'jth, KarifXtTriui/. 
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r ajfostles.^ •Thoup^ Cethidihem was Ris birthplace;* 
xi^zareth, the re^dence of Joseph and Mary ; and 
Jeriisalein, Iho metropolis of land; ^et Caper-^ 
naum, a seaport,* was his adopted, “his own ’ 
*The synagogue was th^ appointed place for 'reli- 
gious instruction, but he weyt to the ^he,ach U* 
proclaim the kingdom of God. m'^The be^ch vvas 
crowded, for “the jieople pressed on him to hean« 
the w(^rj of God,” “so he wrf3»t, iifto a ‘ship, f and 
the whole multitude stood pn the shoi;e. And 
he spake many things unto ihem in parables,” 
Here we see the Saviour^having recoufstyto Qxtra-* 
ordinary methods for tfie igood of the* maVitime 
class : and has he not in tjiis, •as in ewery »ther 
respect, left us an example that w% .should^ Valk* 
in his steps? Jfiiall he walk^fol^i to* the seaside^, 
as if he would show us the wtiy to tkis destiteitti 
class, and shall w(^ ?eave him to walk there ajone,^ 

. • • • • 

* The inhabitants of Palestine in^hc vicinity of the LtMse still 

rail it by^ its ancient sfnd S'^rintural nnnie, //le ftea. In con- 
formity with tliis us-ige, Capernaum is s^ietini.''S spoken of 9s a 
Tliongu, ,perlia'I)s, tlie more appropriat^^ appellation 
would be a Jfs/iiv^ (own. 

t TO ttXoioi'; the vessel or boat. Mr. Wak^eld suppose^, 
with much probability, that a particular vessel was kept on the 
lake, •for the use of Chrisl^ and his disciples.* 
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. while we sit still in theirhou^e Shall* he conse- 
crate the quay, the strand, the deck of the slrp, 
fby his sacst’cd presence, and personal activity^, and 
''.^ffctill not we enter in and endeavour to fill these 
spliOres of usefulness, ii> his name, and to his 
gloiy? ^ 

'll. But thev;/^otives which should urge us to 
..cultivate the improvement af our seamen are end- 


less. Ordinavi/ requires it, We^jie con- 

cerned for the welfare of every other class of our 
coiinl-rymen ; we* are sending the gospel to the 
•[)eopIe o^^e^ery other lan<J; shall the men t o whom 
we must be indebted for conveying it, be the only 
classi c6niparativejy disregarded ? JSfdtioiKri self- 

• • . . * ^ * I 

‘ resjitH reqidi^er^ it, A maritime figure is our chosen 
^emblem ; Bptan^iid is the boasted perjionificatioii 


/)f,*thc nation; by the adoption of this appropriate 



we proclaim to the w.ofld our naval cha- 
But should we be pleased to find tliat 


other nations regarded our saiilors as the proper 


representatives' of our national mo^lity ? aiRh yet 
would* the}' not be justified nn Ibo regarding them ? 
Ought 'we iy.jt to feel every reproach on oiv* sea- 
* Aien, as a s\igma applying toithe nation ? Might 


not Britannia be drawn, like the daughter oi ^ion, 
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►\:eeping,— discor.;:|>late and weeping for her neg- 
lected children ? Our holy rivalry with our*dauyk- 
frr land calls foi* zV, for thouglt England is doing 
ifunething, yet ‘‘ still» more extensive eiFor^:s Jor 
the improvement of the religious and moral oondi- 
tion of seamen, are made in th«? commercfel ‘towns 

of America.” And the voice of 2>rophecy j^sdls for 
* • • * 
and encourages it : for “ the abundance of the seu 

shall tie "converted unto th^e. i! . . . Surely, the 
isles shall wait for me, and tKe ships of Tarshish 
first, to bring thj’ sons from far, their^ silver and 
their gold with them, untfo tho nair^^p^^he Lord 
thy God.'” And even ‘’the* iaierchandiy*^ of T}«re 
shall be holinoes to ?h« Lordt” l^v.ery descHj^ion 
of maritime agency shall be consecrafeH and Tnade 

subservient to the universal ex^enlion oT the Divine" 

* - * 

empire. 




BRITANNIA. 


PA«.T TIfE THLUD.- 




PART THE THIRD 


THE MEANS4 BY WIIKHI THE COl^DjITION OF OUR SEAMEN 
MIGHT BE IMPROVEb. 

Having sketched “ the i^resent condifio'i of* our ' 
*■ * 

seafaring population ^iid enforced ‘‘the duty ^bf 
tile public in general, and of> all #Christians in par- 
ticular, to promote tbeir moral ani r-eligiou'f im- 
provement;” it riow '^remains tharthe v^riter should 
specify what he co'isiders “the best- means Aiy- 
w hich this object ir a be accomplished.” ^ 

It is a distinguishif\ig ^feature of Christian bene- 
volence, that, while* it aims chiefly at the highest 
good of man, it bestbws a proportionate regard on 
all* his inferior ^interesfs ; resembling, ^ir thfs re- 
spect, -its Divine Exemplar, who, in hir' ^ay to the^ 
cross to save a worl^^ often stood still to heal the 
diseased and relieve 4the wretched. ** And so closely 
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are\he temporal and sj^Iritual ^^elfare of mankinds 
united . in principle and in fact, that, whichever we 
begin wit?h first, \y® certain] y preparing the 

way for the other, and should be provided with the 
means of seizing and promoting it as soon as.it 
begins tp appear. , If we commence with his tem- 
poral welfare, al:d are the means of raisiiig him 
. out of’ a state of rocial deb^isemcnt, to cleanliness, 
industry, ‘ and' sejf'rfi^pect, we have, in ^ect, led 
him up the steps of^tlie Christian temple, brought 
him'io its very threshold, and, in the hope that he 
mayi be ^nfiuced to ent^r, a place should be pre- 
paied and awaiting hjm within. If, on the other 
haiKl, weT>egin w,Hh '=?t)iritual welfare, we can- 
not * jnstruip^htally succeed n restoring him to 
.God, without, atfl'the same ti/ne,' restoi;Jng him to 
.himself and to society, raising • him in the scale of 
moyal and social worfn, converting his habits oi 
‘idleness ‘and improvidence ij/to industry and eco- 
nomy ; and thus proving that godliness is profit- 
able for the life ‘that now Is, .as well as for the life 
that is to come. And, in* the J^ros^pect or his social 
improvers Jit, we should be provided with helps 
‘and institutions for the aidt and develonment of 
his new-found powers. 
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1. In devising liberal things for our seaaien, 
then, let us begin with the lowest form of their 
exigency — a state of sickness. As it was the pe- 
culiar glory of Christ that he ^Hook our infirmi- 
ties and bare our sicknesses,” so the erection of 
hospitals and infirmaries for the indigent and I'^lp- 
less sick — a thing totally unkno’^rn to paganism* — 
seems to have been reserved fer the bene %^olence 
of his ^oi^Dwers. 

The writer is far from advocating that blind and 
miscalculating charity, which, .by rendering fore- 
sight on the part of the lower classes unnecessary, 
makes them improvident, and augments the v.vji 
which it was meant to relieve. But, in many in- 
stances, the earnin fs of the parti'^ular class in 
question rre but b irely sufficient fov the suste- 
nance of life on it lowest terms; o’*, a want 
employment has m ide saving impossible ; or, if 
actual extravagance hc*s reduced the patient to 
indigence, we should remember that the improvi- 
dence of the class is, in a great measure, owing, to 
our own culpable neglect; and until the evils of 
that neglect be remedied, we should held ourselves 
bound to provide for the consequences. 

Perhaps, to no part of the saUor's wants has 
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• morfc efficient aid been rendered than to his wants 
in sickness. Reference has already been made 
|to the Seamen’s Hospital, to ^which so \nany 

‘ V thousands have been indebted, under God, for 
restoration to health. And the writer is pleased 1,0 
state, or the authority of Dr. Mower, the visiting 
physician to that ’’istitution, that “ a large hospital 
is about to be estc.bl>?hed for Merchant Seamen.” 
Still, however, i<^ whl remain to be cr’^«hlered, 
Jirst^ whether this provision is adequate; 
whetner these excellent charities sufficient 

facilities ^or the admission of the sick ; and, thirds 
wriether they secure a course of wholesome reli- 
giouj instruction. Or tno last of these particulars, 
the A^hristian philanthropist w 11 naturally lay con- 
"'Merable s^^ess ; rememberin; that it relates to a 
‘:ituation highly favourable to be reception of the 
gospel. 

2. The next great desiderp ^um is, the establish- 
ment of comfortable and respectable lodging- 
houses, in the maritime districts of the metropolis, 
for the reception of sailors immediately on land- 
ing. A few such already exist. “a vast 

number,” says Mr. Walker, are quite the re- 
verse, and are the cause of great public detriirent. 
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Jt js very ^esirable tkat tljfere should* be some /s- 
•tematic provision for the protectiofi of sailors, so as 
to gije them a fair chance of becoming^ prudent, 
by having facilities afforded them fbr escaping bad 
•c\)mpany, and* for placing in safety such part 


^heir wages as they would not wish to sjfeijd.” 
The mpinenf of their landing from a vo^dge is 
often the (frisis of their fate, ^^ing no koyie, no 
refuge, open to receive them/ and bjping^quite in- 
difl?ri^ent as to the particulaii direction they take, 
the) allow themselves to be led? like victin^^, to 


debasement and rbiii. But were Benc^volenee as 
active in its movements, and \a> ms in 

attentions, as Avarice and, ^Temptation, '*were *it 
to prepare for •them L nome, and, cordially taking 
them by the hand, t<| lead thenw^ito it, how nian;y 
a victim might be siLtched froifi the ^aws of d^- 
oti action ! And the ixpedi«nt wolild soon support 

• t .0% 

itself. Only let resplc^ble persons estabjish %»uch • 
places ; and let all the arrangements be made with 


as little sensible re&traiiil, and as studied a confor- 
imty to \ne general Jial^its and pecu4iar tasti^s of 
sailors a so^nd morality will perml*^^ — lot this 
be done, arid it ^uljJ be a libel, not oifly on the I 
class, but on commbn sense, to suppose that it 


K 3 
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wbdEid not sutcfeed, anrffbe pfrodilctive (?f the hgp-* 
piest results on their morals. 

3. ‘‘ A t-public duty towards sailors^ will' be left 
unperformed, so long as savings^ banks are not 
o'pG^ied for their exclusive benefit.” When t|;ie - 
writer^ l^ad mentally sketched a plan for the im- 
provement of 5?^amen, of which savings’ banks 
formed a part, he^!w.^js not a little gratified at un- 
expectedly mLetii^ ;»^th the concurring testimony 
of Dr. Mower, whose^language he has just quoted, 
of Mr. Walker, k\\d Mr. Hutchinson, in favour of 
• their adoption. The last-named gentleman is 
ttiAuairy tJj-ciie London Provident Institution; and 
is, ^ayi'^ ivlr. Wajkerj - 'f doubly entitled to atten- 
tion on th^ ^subject ; first, tom a ’l6ng residence 
in the maritime ^quarter of tl 3 iiietropqlis, and an 
acquaintance with^* parochial j flairs there; and, se- 
condly, from a daily eiperienj'e of several years in 
a sai^ingo’ bank of great kbrnaness. He informed 
me that he had some' time sin^e sketched the plan 
of a seaman’s savings’ batik . . . . and, at my de- 
sire, ^'he has furnished mh with a ^ew observations, 
whichT shkll make the groundwork of tfie^ follow- 
ing remarks, in many inst«inpOs using his own 
words. 
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Of all the plaiis»devi.| 6 cl for bettering the con- 
dition of the labouring classes, not one has so suc- 
cessfully promoted that object as the establishment 

of savings’ bants The seamen frequenting 

ihe port of LTondon mal^e little use of the suviiigs’ 
»banks now existing. They are not in any p|irti- 
cular manner brought to their n^ice. The rules 
and regulations hqve no parti^uig,r relation* to their 
peculiar exigencies and way^of lifai . . , . It is a 
nil'stake to suppose that seargen^^are naturally more 
improvident than landsmen ; th§y are made so by 
the circumstance *of receiving their wages in ^ccu-. 
Ululated sums ; and other meti* ifi 1II3 s^me 
of life, when exposed to tho like temptapfeion^ s*el- 
dom resist to ti greater extent, excegt^in so fiar as* 

they are not eq'jiall ' beset with villany But 

this failing is not ai^’ incurable^ne, if ^ all possUale 
allurements and facilities Were aftbrded to habits 
of saving. And thc^ sajlor haS then an advantage* 
over all other classed of labourers, in that, whilst 
he is earning his wagesf he has not only no^ tempt- 
ation to vv'aste^ them? but* he has seldom the possi- * 
bility. ^ Once instil into a seaman a desire *for ac- 
cumulation, and ^ easier to him tlVUn to an^» 
other individual ; he puts a lump fn store, and on 
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his^xeturn findsi it not *^nly cafe,* but increas(jd. 
He has the means in his hands to double it. Is he 

r 

not likely apply them so, and to go to sea again 
as soon, and a better sailor, than the spendthrift ? 
A (h^sire of saving having bnce taken root in » 
sailqjr’^ mind, it has more time and opportunity to 
grow there thaii under any other ciTcumsfances ; 
and as Ji certain siifidarity of habhs must ‘ever cha- 
racterize the «lass,^ a partial change for the better 
would most probaBiy i^ad to an universaLone. • 

‘‘ The establishment of a savings* bank in a 
^central situation, and under rule's and regulations 
ha\jpg solely* in *viefv the habits and convenience 
of the cJr.-o', would in all probability confer invalu- 
able .benefits upon them, if j^atronrzed and sup- 
porter! by the shipping interjl^jst. . Here the' pro- 
duce of their labou'r might b^ safely housed until 
wanted for beneficial purpose !S, instead of beisig 
dissi^ted, in profligacy an^ folly? or made a prey 
to otliers. What a benefit iv would be to a sailor 
to have his wages placed c£n^ security, if bnly till, 

‘ upon .getting ♦♦.nother ship^ Jie might be enaoled to 

* * 9 

purchase hl^ outfit with his own money, instead 
A:>f being driven to procure ijb ov/the most extor- 
tionate terms ! But if a permahent habit ok saving 
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could be produced, it'wouM, by raising him in his 
own estimation, make him a more valuable ser- 
vant, « and eventvtally be productive of ‘great na- 
tional benefit. Experience has shown, that when 
a depositor in a savings^ bank has succeeded in 
Tlccumulating a few pounds, a most extra^rdirftiry 
stimulus is frequently given to tile format^ion of 
habits of industry and., economy; and every^nerv^e 
appear| tor be strained to incmase Kis fund. At 
the same 'time, the very beAring and manner ot 
the individual is altered, and he^ seems to hav(^ ac- 
quired a proper feeling of, self-reject, the sp-read 
of which .must produce the most beneficial rbsfi’lts 
to society at large. The Bri.^ish neaman has many 
noble qualities, whi(%, as is often*. virible, x^iake 
him the more keenly feel the.d^b^sement of somcv 
of his habits, and wSich woul^ doubtless induce 
him to enter more .willingly into any better coqrse 
That might be opened to him. There Seems to 
be no mode of offering him a better course, in 
principle so sound, ol» in operation so easy^> as by 
the establishment of a '^savings’ bait^i^%aving for 
its sole objP45*t the encouragement of provident^ 
habits among the seafciring class, 'by affording them 
every possible facility to place whatever part of 
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their hard earhjngs th6y may have tc spare out 
of the <“ reach of imposition and robbery, for their 
own bendiit an(;l for that of their families. 

“ The principal objects to be aimed at in such 
an institution would be, 1. To establish it in the 
m6st*c<Mtral situation ; to have it open at the hours 
most suitable t(y'the convenience of seafaring men ; 
and to have in <^attendance persons familiar with 
their habits 'andr humours. 2. To afford every 
proper facility both, hi investing and withdrawing 
deposits ; so as to hold out the greatest inducement 
to invest, and at the same time to meet the sudden 
exigencies of sailors v’^anting money for their out- 
fit, 'or any other necessary purpose. 3. To afford 
fachhies for making provisig^ for seamen’s families 
•during t^^lr absence at sea'‘ 4. To receive the 
wages of sailors on their be half from their em- 
ploj^ers. 5. When desired, tq purchase annuities v 
for seamen, and to invest their money in the fundo 
when exceeding the* amount allowed by law to be 
in the savings’ bank. 6.' To keep a register of 
depositors wa?^ting ships, for fhe tpurpose of b^ing 
referred to by ;i hip-owners wanting steady men. 

7. To provide foV distributiiig savings, and receiv- 
ing wages, in ^ase of death. 8. To act. in jevery 
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way as the ^stewards 3nd fnends of* the depositors. 
9. To apply to parliament for whatever increased 
poweiis might be necessary to ^promote the above 
ends.* 

* British seamen do not stand in need of clfawty, 
bat justice ; and J hope to see^ their cau^e *meet 
with they highest patronage, and tho»most extensivie 
support, and I hav« no doubt it ^ 4 ;ill be soT, if once 
taken up by those competent tp pnsu?e its success. 
I should like to see a public meeting called by in- 
fluential men, and a subscriptiop* opened, for* the 
purpose of carrying* this object into effecbi . ^ . i^c- 
cess in the metropolis would ^douflL)tless’ be /ollow^d 
by similar results in the other ^seaports bf ^h*e 
kingdom. . . . *. *It is, Tn^ my opinion, elf y strong 

argument iij favour oi‘ the estabUskment of a sav-^ 
ings* bank for seamenson an efficient anjJ extensiyo 
plan, that while it would pdwerfufly contribute to 
rescue the im 2 :>rovident from the evils with which 
they are surroundeej, \t would at the same time 
afford facilities to the pfFdrts of the Veil-conducted, 
^specially in the Jt)Cginnw% of their^Jareer, which 
under np other iystem could they^so certainly en- 
joy. And it might lay the foundJLtion ofVn entire 
* Note F. 
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c 

change of habit in resp«ct to* prudence ^mong the 

whole class of seamen My view of such an 

institution^ is, that after being well * started and 
complete in all its appointments, it should be 
maele* to pay its own expenses, and that it should 
not be , artificially and precariously maintained bj 
external aid. I would have a general superintend- 
ence by influential men, and all the rest matter 
of business. * As ,1 ^said before, British seamen do 
not want charity, but justice ; and I should con- 
sidox any effort now made in their behalf, only as 
the- payment of a debt due to them for past ill- 
tr^atmei't and neglect.” 

connexion with the savings’ bank, a regis- 
ter 'shoufe^bedeept of depositors wdriting ships, for 
jthe purpose of® being referi'ed to by shipowners 
^vp^nting steady <fnen. Tlhs suggestion, indeed, 
forms a part of the preceding plan. But it seems 
so llnportant as to deserve distinct considerate 
For only let it once^becom^ generally known that 
the owners of ships consult this register for men, 
andi the cirdumstance w^Kild ^Operate as a powerful 
recoihmeniJatio?.' to seamen in ftPvpur of the sav- 
ings’ bank ; whil^, on the other hand, their con- 
nexion with the bmk would I’urnish a presumptive 
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^'uavantee for the sobriety, providence, and general 
steadiness of its depositors. They would mutually 
recorrmend each other. And. wjiat is best of all 
— a demand for character would be created and 
proclaimed, which could ^ot fail to act beneficially 
uxi the whole class,* , t . » 

5. The establishment of Sailors’ Temperance 
Societies is obvious andt indispensable. rhat the 
promotion ^f temperance amevng, seamen is neces^ 
sary^ we kbow, for intemperaiice is the sailor’s be- 
setting sin, and it is made by others the occa^sion 
of his robbery and ruin. ,That it is ptaoticalie is 
evident, for it has been triccl witfh success *in m«ny 

* The formation of Re^-istry OIFitjes fol* merchant seamen, at 
which certificates of the naTje, age, capacity, i-nd character of 
every seaman (which, by tihe late Act for the Re&:istration of 
British Seamen, must be granted to all seamen demanding the 
same from their commanders at the. time ot their discharge) may 
be deposited and recorded in a register,book to be kept for* that 
purimsfc ; such Registry Offices to be bound to furnish, free of 
expense, auUienticated copies of such' certificates of character to 
all seamen applying for the fame ; in order to aflbrd the jequisjte 
facility for the selection ol tbe|.bhst men ; and,>Vi furnish induce^ 
ments to commanders to engage, at early t eriods of the^vessel’s 
fitting out, the actual crews by which the' . ships arp to be man- 
ned for the voyage.” — Rt^pori from Selfpet Committee on Ship- 
wreck^. August 1836. Note G. 
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British and Aiiierican ships and ports.. And utho 
fact th^t the names of so many as eleven British 
admirals rtand on tjie list of vice-presidents ef the 
Parent Temperance Society, implies their convic- 
tion df the wide prevalence of intemperance among 
the cia^ of which ^we are speaking, and of the se- 
rious evils aris^lng from it; and at the same time 
afforda the strongest encouragc^ment to attempt a 
change. « 

But, in order thatothe effort may be ‘made with 
the greatest likelihood of success, it seems desirable 
that Temperance Societies should be established 
fom seamen exclusively. By this means, not only 
woi^ld Viie objection ^yhich the sailor feels to stand- 
ing ‘’on th'?^'7!kme footing ^with landsmen in this 
particular, be successfully met ; but hp would feel 
fhat the Society wks in a sense his own : and would 
also acquire the idea that the ^public takes a kind 
interest in his special welfare. The rules 
regulations should berprepared. directly with a view 
to their’ habits and int^refsts. And the tracts 
intended for^^rculation bn the subject, should be, 
expressly adapt^l and addressed tq. the seafaring 
class. What incalculable biBnefits might thus be 
conferred on this ^serving section of the. copimu- 
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iiit^ ! — anc^ never should It be forgotten, that by 
benefiting any single class of society, the whole 
community reaps the advantage. Whai. a fruitful 
source of guilt and misery would thus be dried up ! 
for drunkenness is the most fertile parent of crime, 
riow greatly would the security of marit ime life 
and property be increased ! * for drunkenness has 
occasioned many of the most fat J disasters at sea ; 
so that, in *.iiis point of view, a Sailors' TeAiiperance 
Society would be, in effect, a public safety society. 
How much would the progress of temperance con- 
duce to the diminution of punishments, as well as 
dangers in the navy; for, n'^ doubt, the iestinumy 

^ What stronger nroof ca be afforued ot this, than^-he remark- 
able fact that the dilferent marine insurance companies m the 
city of New York have resolved that taey will allow a deduction 
of five per cent, on the net premiums Wxiich ma^ be taken af-er 
this date, on all vessels terminating their voyage without loss of 
life, provided the master and mate make affidavit, after t^*e ter- 
miuatioi. of the risk, that no ardent spirits had been drunk on 
board the vessel by the officers and crew during the voyage or 
term for which the vessel was insured 1 Shortly after .this, 
Baltimore Insurance Company, m the city of Bultimore, pE^ssed a 
similar resolution. The Virginia Marine J jsurauce Company at 
Richmond have adopted the same rule ; ^nd it is believed that 
several of the insurance companies in Boston have acted on a 
simila: plau for some years 
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which the Duke of Wellington lately gave before 
the Committee of the tiouse of Commons on the 
subject of intemperance in the army, is, with "Jight 
modifications, equally applicable to the navy — that 
no want of discipline, calling for punishment, had 
coiae.u"der his notice, which had not originated in 
too much drink.* And how effectually wuuld the 
influeiiCe of such 'societies raise ^he character of our 
seamen. For though temperance, in it elf. is only 
a negative virtue, yet, considering the circum- 
stances of the sailor, — that, in order to practise it, 
he \/ouki have to overcome previous habits of sin- 
ful Invlulgence, and to live in the frequent exercise 
of self-denial and resistance to temptation, — tem- 
perance, in ms case, must be regarded as a positive 
virtue of the firsc class, and could not fail to stamp 
lus character with respectability.f 

In harmony with these representations, the Select 
Committee on Shipwrecks reported in Augu-^ 

* The evidence given by Sir E, Courington before the Select 
Oinmmeeon Shipwrecks, since the •'hove was written, is directly 
and fully to this effect. In order that, his impressive testimony 
may be received unimpaired, I have given the whole of it to- 
gether. Ncte H. 

tThe reader will find all the statements in this section amply 
borne out by the appalling evidence contained under Note D, 
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.“lliat drufikenness, either’in the masters, officers, 

or ipen, js a frequent cause of ships being wrecked, 

leading often to ftnproper and ^or/tradic^ry orders 

apd directions on the part of the officers : slejeping 

on the look-out or at the helm among the^men ; 

occasioning ships to run foul of 5ach other St jiight, 

• • • 
and one or both foundering; to vessel^ • being 

taken aback or overpowered by sudden squalls, and 

k sinking? upsetting, or getting *dfemasted,* for want 

of timely vigilance in preparing* for the •danger : 

and to the steeriijg wrong courses, so a^to run 

upon dangers which miglit o^^ ^fise have iJeen 

avoided. ' 

“That the,practio« of tSkin^ large quanfities 
of ardent spirits as pa-^t of the ^stdres of ships, 
whether in •the Navy or in tW JMerchafi? Servicf^, 
and the habitual use of s^ch spirits,* even wfiefi 
dilwtjQd with water,*and in wha^t is ordinaril^T:on- ^ 
sidere^the moderate quanti^ served to eaclf man 
at sea, is* itself a very frequent caqse of the loss of 
ships and orews ; ships frequently tal?ing frdVn 
thd drawing off of spirits, which are «ilway% kept 
under liold ; crews frequently gettlilg acqess to the 
spirit c^sks, and becomii^ intoxicated^ ^nd almost 
all tlfe cases of insubprainatioii, insolence, disobe- 
L 3 
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clience of orders', and refusal to do dutyj well as 
the cohfinements and punishments enforced, as 
correctives, both V)f A^hich must for the time greatly 
lessen the efficiency of the crews, being clearly 
tracepjble to the intoxicating influence of the spirits 
used by the officer^ and men. 

‘«T6at the happiest effects have resulted from 
the experiments tried in die American Navy and 
Merchant Scrviceldb do without spirituous liquors 
as an habitual article of daily use ; there being at 
present* more than 1000 sail of American vessels 
traversing *all iin seas Of the world, in every cli- 
mate, without the use'bf s^pirits by their Officers or 
crevfe, and being; in ^6onseq?:ence of this change, 
in s6 mucff greater a state -of efficiency and safety 
than othei vessels wot adopting this regulation, 
that the Public dnsur^nce Companies in America 
makh a return of five per cent' of the premium ,:f 
insurance on vessels completing their voyag with- 
out the use of ^irits; while the examples of Bri- 
tish ships sailhig from Liverpool on the same plan 
have been productive of the greatest benefit to the 
ship- owners, ufiderwriters, merchants, officers, and 
crews,” They recommer^d ako 

‘‘ The encouragersieBt, in 4ns Majesty’s naVy, of 
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tile systoifl — so happily followed both in the ships 
of. war ^ an cl merchant vessels of America^ and in 
some instances hi the merchsRit ships <ff Kngland, 
jvith the best results »n every case — of discontinu- 
ing the daily supply of spirits to the seamep^s an 
article of nckcessary use, and sifbstituting The more 
nutritious* and wholesome beverages of • coffee, 
cocoa, chocolate, dr teaf; so as tZ restrict the quan- 
tity of^ spirits supplied as storfes6l:o the amount re- 
quircid for special and. u^ent • occasions, to be 
served under the /lirection of flie comm^^der and 
medical officer of each ifhip, an^^l ^t. such jie*riods* 
only as they might.deg^m necessary,” 

6. But if ttip sailor* is to bli keft from t^e pflblic- 
house, a place must be provided ^Hbre *^fiS can 
pleasantly ^nd profitably speind^his leistri^ instead. 
This might be advantageopsly dwne f>y the e^ab- 
4i^i.hment of a Sailers’ Institute. Why might t:herej« 
not'be^ Sailors’, as wefl, as a Mechanics^ Institute ; 
where popular inst^uctmn shoulcl be given on the * 
many subjects connCcte^ with a seapian’s laccupa-. 
ti(?n,* and wher^ he might lay in steles of, useful 
knowledge fo’r pleasure and be’".J?fit, whether at 
sea, or on shore ? • A. sailor frequently remains 
**-Dr. IMUiwer. 
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^ many weeks in «port ; either, when pflid off, he 
waits for another ship, or whilst the one to which 
he belongs clears oftit her cargo.* During fnese 
weeks he has necessarily much leisure, and were 
he contifortably lodged, and his money at rest in a 
savings.’ t)ank, he lAight find instruction and pro- 

' I 

fitable ^amusement at his Institute, and from a 

lending library that might he attached to it. He 
* ^ 
would, cohsequen%,‘ be less exposed to driinken- 

ness and ‘disease, and 'the knowledge gained would 

make hL'a neither less useful nor, less happy. As- 

surecll^ Ae wottid pot feel less attached to the 

countiy which had sh(5wn fQ much interest in his 

comfort and welfaVe. 

Many of ^:he advantages of such a plan, indeed, 
aAi already gained by -the various operations of the 
British and Foreign Sajilors’ Society. It has esta- 
'^blish^d, as before stated, a Saildrs’ Library ; 

Ship Libraries, furnished to vessels bou^xd to 
almost every part of the world ; Fishing Smack 
Libraries ; a ^"Navigation jClaSiS ; and S^iilors’ Day 
and Sundayr Schools. And may it continue "to 
prosecute these Wll-de vised plans, iri their present 
form, until it shall becom^i ^he honoured instru- 
ment of superseding thetn^'by the adoptiob of 
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belter. Aj^id the wnfer sut>mits tJjat tins might be 
done Jjy the establishment of a Sailors* Institute, 
A *c€»mrnodibus,building^ w^th); of Ihe object, 
would impart to it an ^ir of respectability, and at- 
* tract the attention of the* whole district in whkih it 
stood. ..All the -measures enumerated ab#ve, tind 
at presfjnt employed by the Britisll and Foreign 
Sailors’ Society, miight^ be theie ceiAihued, and 
receive grefiter compactness, wejtensionj-and con- 
sequent e*fficiency. Other ivieans would J)e easily 
suggested, and might sooif b^ added. A ^^aval 
museum would form a very natural ftp|>endage;* 
this, beshlcs furnishing the ^liift/ with aiausK}rjient 

while on shore, mi^hc be tlje means of exciting a 
.*. • *. ♦* 
spirit of inquiry, creating a thirst fo^* kiloVi'Adtion,* 

and awakoj:iiiig a desire to Ij^^tlTe me^t^s of 041 - 

riching the collection. Suitable jjersccis^hould be 

appointed or permitted to lecture, and instru^ftion ' 

ill ^tqyr forms be givCTi, on ‘Hhe many subjects* 

connectedijyith a seaman’s Occupation;” and the 

whole should be plaoecf ^nder a wise religipus %u-^ 

pejintendence. 

7. connexion, either with tte sailors’ insti- 
tute, or with the savkigs’ bank, or with both, — for* 
thes*i two objects mighti be beneficially mirbed to- 
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gether, — the waiter would sUggest the establish- 
ment of a society for the distribution of honorary 
rewards t‘^ steady ?’nd deserving seamen. It is 
well known that societies of this kind exist in many 
of agricultural districts; and, wherever they 
exi^Jt, they are, and must be, productive of good. 
Equal scope Tor their beneficial operation exists 
among our "inaritkne population. Their claim to 
reward migfit be made to depend on the way 
in which (if married) they have supported and 
broilgb^ up their familfcis ; the length of time they 
•have goife^in ^he same ships; their sobriety, eco- 
nomy j regularity 'df attendance on the means of 
impco^^ement on chore ; anJ up their general good 
beh^Wftr op board. And their claim to reward, 
OH these f^roundS, ^ight be ascertained by a refer- 
one‘e to the parochial register, to the list of the 
savings’ bank depositors, of the temperance so- 
ciety’® members, of the sailors’ institute’s, ireni- 
bers, and by the testimony o^ the^ , captains with 
whom they have sailed, either oral, or bv certifi- 
cate.® 

It should seLwe as a strong recommendation of 
this plan, that Nelson himseif proposed something 
similaiV‘W^parliament. <'He submitted plans to 
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gov^rnmeni^, for more ’easily manniijg the navy, anc^ 
preventing desertion from it, by bettering the con- 
dition o*f the s^men. He- proppsed that their 
certificates should be ^registered, and that every 
man who had served, wkh a good charactef,*five 
yljars in war, should receive ta bounty 'tif fwo 
guineas* annually after that time, ’ and of four 
guineas after eight ^ears^.” * Heire, in Jeecl, tlie re- 
ward proposed is pecuniary; but»^o smalVin itself, 
that its chltef value would ari^ from its being be- 
stowed as a public acknowledgment of^ si?r\^ces 
rendered. And this is th© principle of honomry 
rewards. . They foster in iBen ^^sense o&honc«ar, 
and make hope the.’ ^separalje ccmipanion df <iuty 
in a sailor’s life. They would operatp as stroJhgly 
upon the irjen, as they flow dp ‘.upon tl^e,. office ri^. 
An individual, Alexander Davison, distrihu'ted 
:<lals to all who hadi^een in the battle of the 
and v/ei^havc known instances wherein it has-been 
one of tu^:^ .l^st requests of 3, dying seaman, that 
that medal should be^ carefully transmitted.to his 
friepds. So sensible* ar^ brave men honouV, in 
whatever rank .they may be placed.?* f But while 
the kind of badge we'^advocate would be*inexpen- 
* iioutitey's Life of Nelsont t Soutfiey^s Bss'ayt. 
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^ive to the givJ^rs, to tKe receivers it might prbve 
beyoncU all price. In how many instances would 
it operate as a ftrueafimulet, a powerful and Intel- 
ligible charm against certaiAi forms of evil ! The 
booK which contained their names, would, of itself, 
cohstitifte a valuable ‘‘ register of steady seamen.” 
And the man whose name was found in it, would 
be likely, in'n!onsftquence, -to obtain increased em- 
plo)Tfnent^ and to obtain it from the best ^f cap- 
tains. For he who /prefers a servant on account 
of his tqoral supelriority, is likely to prove a supe- 
rior master. 

b’. Ascending into tthe* higher region of religious 
improvement, the writer is Unstrained to admire 
the .^isdoiVl,i*the variety, and (considering the li- 
nuted i^.s£)urce| xU^v^pted to the object^ the extent 
#yf "the rdaaiis already in operation for the evange- 
lization of our seamen. Thei^lible is distributed. 

j 

Librmes, containing approved religious w^^lrks, are 
lent to ships about to sail. Relicrio.i’jir" tracts are 
circulated. Sunday Schools? exist for the religious 
instruction^ of sailors’ children. Prayer-meetings 
are held at appointed stations on ‘board, ^at which 
sailors are invited to attenO. Provincial and fo- 
xeigil^’ agencies' are employed for the diffusion ol 
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those benefits to the greatest exteprt which existing • 
resources allow. And — that which is the grand 
method of religious usefulness apppinted by Christ 
himself for every creature under heaven, — and the 
‘great method which he himself pursued for* bene- 
filing the fishermen and sailors of Judea — ^^lie gos- 
pel is {proclaimed. On this method, therefore, 

* • 
our hopes should • rest^ as the principal mode of 

religiously benefiting the present generation of the 
sailors of Sritain. 

Now all these means of 'religious usefuj^eife so 

strongly commend themselves to every i!;nlightened • 

mind, that were either, of $ thefai yet uxitried, it 

ought to be put ie‘'vi operation to-morrow.' Our 
* * . * . .* 
only regret concerning them is, that^ owing t6 the * 

want of p'pcuniary resources. 4h^ application of 
them, at present, should be so extreraely limiiied. 
Whatever methods of usefulness we may be pre- 
pared VO suggest in addition, we can only d*?plore 
that thesis., rncans should b‘e comparatively lan- 
guishing for want of tpeauniary support. ‘ ]L.et iis 
hope that when the public attention Jl^all be 'duly 
called oO the oondition and claims s6f our seamen, 
funds will be provided for carrying those means 
into effect, on a scale • commensurate with* their 
M 
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excellence, and^^ith the cryihg need which exists 
for them. 

9. In the ht^e, ,5141a wi^ thet full persuasion, 
that such will be the case, jjthe writer would sug- 
gest 'tiie establishment of« Normal Schools to qua- 
lify^ sai'iors for proimoting the religiqus improiV*- 
rhent ^pf their shipmates on board. The chief 
recominehaaoion ef this pjan in his own view is, 
that it promises fo carry out the existing plans of 
religious, usefulness, ^.Iready referred to,’ into more 
cffichciojag effect. -Why should the period of the 
• sailor’s improvement be, stinted to the time of his 
con-Linuance jn poit ? fi^spepially, as the time which 
som« s^nips are at seat exceetv?,, the time in which 
' theyVare at>>ai?,chor. And why should his improve- 
ment bq^lpft duHp^,this long period tc\ the uncer- 
tainty o/^his taking a book from the loan library 
on board ? Through the wanA of some such in- 
strumentality as that suggested, it is to b(^ feared 
that much incipient good, cbmEnence.d shore, is 
lost at„ sea ; and that mf^iiy a religious impression 
is as compl^J^?ly effaced tatween tport and port^ as 
the trace of ^is keel in the wav-c — impressions 
which only required a kind^ and watchful eye, to 
lead, through 'divine influeivje, to his pemi?nent 
conyersion to God. 
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In order to remedy this evil, a’^^d to carry out 
existing plans of improvement, the writer submits 
that a number of sailors whose piety, zeal, and 
general qualifications, 'ender them eligible, should 
receive such instruction as would be likely to ren- 
dti^i them religiously useful to their shipmates 
while at sea. Were such men provided, the pro- 
bability is, that the resnectabilily of i^neir charac- 
ter an*^^ demeanour, would easily procure them 
berths ; especially on board such vessels as allow 
Bethel meetings fb be held in them. .addition 
to which, it would be the duty of bhe Society 
which trained them, to interesc itself, by recom- 
mendation and othc vVise, in procuritig them berths. 
It is likely, however, that when it be^^ame gene- 
rally knowM that such a class oi men existed, su?h 
recommendations would be quite unnecessary ; 
that they would be sought after as trustworthy 
and superior men ; and that many a ship owner 
and capLo*’'* would deem it their interest to nro- 
cure and prefer their. 

Without at all interfering with the ordinary 
duties of his station on board, an individual of this 
class should consider himself as the representative 
and servant of the Christian Society which had 
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assisted to prepare him. In tnis capacity, it should 
devolve on him to carry on instmction in reading 
of any of Ihe boys men who hp,d been learning 
on shore; to seize every p'udent opportunity for 
reading the Scriptures and religious books to such 
of the crew as wero disposed to listen ; to read or 
offer up prayer, if allowed by the captain to do so; 
to suporinteiid and circulate the books of the loan 
library; and, on arriving in provincial or foreign 
ports, to communicate immediately with the agents 
of the Society stationed there, tfiat no time might 
be lost in holding Bethel and other meetings 
on lyocird. But the ways in which such a man 
might promote the objects of a religious society, 
exceed enumeration. Religious impressions re- 
ceived on shore, would, by his instrumentality, be 
saved from dissipation ; and the crew would feel 
that, though absent from port, they were still in 
the presence of an agency expressly employed for 
their welfare; and the Society emDl<^}Ing him 
would feel that though the objects of their solici- 
tude were “ «. ^ar off upon the sea,” a man of God, 
and a servant pf their own, was still with them. 
His character would necessarily invest him with 
influence both In the eyes of his captain and his 
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Ish^raates^ as far as* that^influen 4 Ke could be pru- 
dently exerted he would naturally employ ^it to ob- 
tainf as his companions oh'lbttardf.mentflikeminded 

with himself ; thus h^ would obtain the means of 

• 

holding occasional prayer-meetings at sea, ^wd the 
s’rfip be converted into a Christian church, ‘^besides 
whichj’a jpowerful Christian agency would^ in this 
way, be raised upend gut into i«oti«n, iroim among 
the sailors fhemselves. And,* if .the writer mistake 
not, the time is not far dist^t, when all .our great 
religious societies which ate at the progagatfbn of 
the gospel, will find, th^-t the mest •speedy* and 
effectual method of ac^com^^lishing t]jj^eiv object isj 
to raise up an agey^^it^ from among the n^tipn or 
the class which they seek to benefit^ a»d to eteploj^ 
that agenoy for the pdrpose^ • all qvsnts, mere 
such an agency raised up from amem^ the lA^i- 
tiine class, the energy and zeal peculiar to tlm cha\ 
racter*of that body warrant the persuasion thaC 
under bleaein^, the* evangelization o^the. 

entire class would cortaijily follow. 

^10. In the meantime,* the writer ipuld urge the 
impor'flance of seeing that each s,ailor, on his de- 
parture from port,^be in possession of a copy df 
the « word of God. .Let the last ‘question * put to 

\ih 
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• him be, “ Have^you a Bible And let: the ques- 

tion be repeated every time he departs ; for, though 
he may ha‘i*e had onr*lormerly, be may not have 
it now. The question woulid have the effect^ at 
least, ''df convincing the sailor of the great import- 
ance wMch the inquirer attached to his possess- 
ing thqt sacred treasure, and might thus be the 
means *of recaRing* the Bib}e to liis memory under 
circumstances tha«imost favourable to the yerusal 
and reception of i^ts tr^iths. 

The^sh^p Arf/o-^sayi heathen mythology — was 
built of the' oaics of the sacred groves of Dodona, 
which wex’e endowed with, the gift of prophecy. 
The < 2 onsequenl,e iwas, that the beams of the vessel 
gave/«brth eTrafCles to the adventurous Argonauts, 
and saved /bem Yroh^ many an apprpaohing cala- 
m£t^ Give the |3ible to the seaman, and the hea- 
then/ fable will become Christian fact. From his 
cabin, Jiis' berth, his chest, his hammock, ^ it will 
cend forth its living ofn.cles— warn him of dangers 
more fajbal than those whicli attended the recovery 
of the' golden^^heece, and catlse him to hear words 
whereby he maj^, be saved.” 

11. Incalculable good wcTuld certainly result 
•pm the adoption of the ..preceding plans. But, 
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^htte the writer 'woulH’nof allow tl moment to be 
lost in carrpng them ^ito effect; while h© feels 
that, •were th*e sepafaring claiSMjo end wifh the pre- 
sent generation of sjftlors, the Christian public 
could not possibly do enough to atone for its* past 
neglect of th^m,*even though ii should be^ with 
all the^e plans to-morrow; yet he confes§(|s that 
his hopes are chiefly fij^ed on a*ne\f generation of 
that ckss. *With this impresaign, he would urge 
immediate' and especial atter^ion^to the ^-eligious 

education of sailors* childrefi.* 

0 

Infant schbols, designectexpr^ssly^foi^them, and ' 
conducted on Christian, principles, d'»serte*ptrt^- - 
cular attention. The^e excellent ihstitu^ipt^ hy 
taking the little ones from scenes (*f •negli^nce 
and disorder during the' greasier part o& tihe dff^, 


* The Report of tlie Shipwrecks’ Committee ' recommends 

‘ ‘ the establisliment of cheap nautical schools, either ships 

afloat ad^Jpted to the piirpose, or in appropriate buildings on 

shore, in whi^h *he niyidtical duties of seamanship, and the^iitl^ 
• * A • • 

ments of navigation should^be t^-ught to the young apprentises 

who are training up ^or Aie aef ; and in under ]^oper 

directions, some attention should be paid tS their habits of 

cleanliness, order, and sobriety, and the pn^ervation of their 

moral characters, all of which are at pres&ist unhappily nega^, 

lected.*' Note I. 
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and accustomiiJg them trom their earliest agh to 
the superior comforts of cleanliness, order, and 
cheerful ^briet^', wcftld be the means of impart- 
ing, in numerous instances^ a taste for the plea- 
sure's** of morality and religion, never to be lost! 
Arid .eVen where \he amount of benefit fell short 
of thif! desirable point, a witness would be left in 
the b(5som of «all t^ho had ^enjoyed the advantages 

’ . C- 

of such schools,*. which would always be jieady to^ 
give its tcstimoi^y oi> the side of morality and reli- 
gion. Other schools should be. ready to receive 
them from' the hai^d of 4he Infant school ; to train 
theln up* in 4he fekr of Ggd, and in the knowledge 
nec€V'5sary to Hie«r cabling, till they went to sea; 
anc][5fco assist fthem in procuring the situations ne- 
cessary# rThe risin," race of the maritime class 
wojld thus^’be^ secured, as by an embankment, 
agakist the overflowing deprsrvity of the present* , 
generutibn, and a foundation be laid for^ a new 
aUss of seamen of a superior diaracter. 

I 12. *The writer has but OQe plan more to pro- 
pose^ and object Xhoi will be to carry^the 
preceding plans into effect. • 

But before^-he proceeds \o state it, he may be 
allowed to say'^a word eoijiceirning that wkich».alone^ 
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can* entitle, them* to (?oftsi( 3 feration-:~tfieir practica- 
*bility and suitableness. 

Ih«the ouflinoi we have sj^^tch^d, w# have re- 
ceived the sailor, in sicj[ness, and conveyed him to 
ft, * 4 iospital, where his moral as well as his bodily 
maiady shall, receive the necessary attentiofi. *111 
health, fve have received him from "his ship, and 
led him direct to«a comfortablo and rcspec^table 
lodging^hous^, provided expressly for fiis reception. 
We have j^aced his money in^security ; wjicrc, in- 
stefid of being <^asted in^rioteus living,^’ he*has 
the comforb^ui knowing th§t it is safo^ and incrvsas- 
ing. We. have encouraged iiim^to adcj to his #co- 
nomy, temperance ; .and, in ^rdei* ti» diminffeh his 
temptation to intemperance, we hav^ provided a' 

place of report where instructi(Tn hiid amysemcint 

* * * 

are combined together. To foster in» his hear^‘ ii 
^ense of the value# of character, we have placed 
before IjimL* honorary rewards for merit ; andThave 
suggested a way by*wMch sviCperiority of charactejj^ 
may lead to incre^^d * employment. Whjle re- 
maining in port, ♦we hav«*provided hr^ with a* rich 
variety of Christian instruction, and ‘ of the means 
of salvation ; at the mf)raent of departure^ we have 
put liim* in possession pf a copy of God’s own bool^ 
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and, for a comp^inion on tlie‘deep, we Jiave gi /evi 
him a man of God who will care for his religious 
welfare. ^/\nd,^^in that feis children., may 

prove a comfort to himself and a blessing to so- 
ciety/ we have proposed .to take them in infancy," 
and trhin them up'in the pleasant ways of wisdom 
aind of the iear of the Lord. Thus beginning 
with his physical t^ondition, we.>have ascended up- 
wards thcough hij5 <moral, social, int^ilectital, and 
spiritual, ^necessides, ^nd have aimed to provide for 
them oil. j Following him through the entire round 
of kis temptations and l\is wants, we xidve attended 
his «j 2 Qurr.e jn sickness; and health, at home and 
abroad, temparaj, ancj, spiritual, and have endea- 
vou^d to*pupvide for the whole circle; leaving 
hijn in [ne possession of his savings fo^ the season 
c^r jpfirmity»‘jind age, and with the prospect of his 
children improving on' their faUaer, 

Blit the plan we have ‘sketched, belid^s being 
.ggmprehensive, seemfs also* simple and compact. 
All thpse parts ' of it which i;elate to the temporal 
and ' moral ^^provemenl^ of * the* sailor, arise^ so 
naturally out' of each other, that they tmay be 
adyantageouslj,, united, and conducted together. 
""And those whkh relate tp hjs religious welfaj^e are 
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^Wit^ramHJoations’ of tlie same principle differently 
applied. 

Tlte plan proposed, looy Jlfis fof its t)bject 5 not 
simply the relief and 'assistance of the sailor: it 
aifns to aid him in a way which shall enable* him 
to aid himseif, and lead to his personal improve- 
ment. ‘By forming him to habits of econojiiy and 
self-cultivation, it jfims tp develop) his^own powers, 
^and to raise him in the scale otf^Jsocial w(5rth ; and 
by leading* him to the meann ofigrace, it aspires 
to complete, his -happiness,* and* to render fiim a 
religious )>kfssing to othersi 

Nor may it be ir^leviint^o advert to tbd (?bni-* 

parative inexpensivefne^s of Mie pltin? '^::^ien- 

* * • • • * * 

diture of the religious department, wonld dep-^nd, 

of course, on the extent of its pp^ rations ,• l5ut wdVe 
the other parts of the plan^ to be*fairly and liflily 
•(sarried into effect, there can be^but littfe qu^ion, 
that, in a short time, they would be foun^ capable 
of supporting themsfelve^. 

^And then as to the (juestion, whether •or ifbt 
sailprs would avail theifiselves of thoSe means of 
improvcftnent, abundant evidence might be ad- 
duced to establish jifie affirmativv;. In the 
propdrticAi in which mpans Ijave been employed fch* 
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their welfare, they have succeeded. The en(iea- 
vours of America in this respect have been sig- 
nally succGssfuli' Tk&'^reports of ^heir Temperance 
Societies, as well as of soi^ne of our own, testify 
that tlie excessive use of spirituous liquors in the 
navy is on the wane, and may "be -entirely *s$lib- 
dued.. In a letter addressed To the Ffiends of 
' Seamen in E'ligl^lhd,” and dated Canton, January, 
1836, an" Amerie^'t^ missionary writes, ‘‘In'^emper- 
ance, I trust, is beginning to give ground. Within 
the last t^o years 'rnorS* than IOC. vessels have been 
here in which no spirits are given tb'-^he crews; 
and'* it is iiow a long time ^ince I have seen a 
singift American vessel which allows any ardent 
spirits to Officers or people.” The reports of the 
savings’ tanks at some of our maritim e towns, ex- 
hib/t sympfh'm^ of economy also in the seafaring 
cla^a. Thus the savings’ bank at Devonport, in 
the classification of 5320 Accounts, for 1831, num- 
so many as 516 depositofs,. belonging to that 
class. ‘ And, in the evidcncef of Mr. Henry Wood- 
roffe. Secretary of the Seaman^ Society, South 
Shields, before the Shipwrecks’ Committ<ie, it ap- 
n^'ars that the ten thousand men and boys belong- 
ing to the pbrt pay: into that Society between 
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£19,000, asd ^ll'oorf; ’ju^ifying his opinion, that 
not only are sailors disposed to be as provident as 
othe^ij but that ^o class gf*dsvorking raten in the 
kingdom contribute scr much as they do; ‘‘men 
atfd boys pay above ^20s, a year towards the*felief 
of tne necessitou'%.” * 

The ’maritime character was once as^ ^istiii - 
guished for its religious^ manife^atiwns, as i^hat of 
^ any other class ; and, as we haja already seen, it 
contains many a hopeful feature s^ll. “ In regard 
to the Mariners^ Church, ^t Jjiverpool,% th<fir* re- 
gularity Qf> attendance, ai>d pe^iuliaf sfrictnesi of* 
attention, give unvaryit^ o«casfon for 43oflh i:n#nis-. 
ter and patrons of the^Socioty ‘ t^ ^hank^Gocl and 
take courage/ Their attendance is (iTu*tneroiw^. . .* 
and their attention and’ decorum * have e\>eilb«3n 
most striking, and often deeply affec^ling. lllre re 
*is, indeed, an inte^iseness of attention — an oppen- 
ness of ear and heart — d tenderness and Mmplicity 
of feeling, so remarkable, as to form a ujnifgKVftr 
cjiaracterisdc of thw interesting congregation.^’ f- 
Si^jiilar testimony mighU easily be s jpplied/froin 

Note K. 

t Tlie ,Rev. W. ScoresW, Chaplain of the Mariners’ Chtf» v 
Liverpool.* 

N 
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' other sources. And — \v'hat‘is better still — nhril- 
bers of ^ the class are at thjs moment adorning the 
doctrine of God. their Savifnir in'all things. •• God 
is anticipating his church in the improvement of 
seaman. As he commeaced a divine renovatiOii 
among* them during the war, wheb his people' on 
land \yere slumbering on the subject, so cloes he 
still continue to ^o befo^-e hio church, shaming 
their indolence their fears, exceeding their 
hopes, and encq^jiraging them to attempt, and to 
expect, gi;eat things. ' v 

' E>ut would 'piety,. hnpuove our seaTnbi-:> as such? 
‘‘ I have*-ha>(l the lionour,” writes Captain Sir W. 
E. IJarry, and,* I mfcy truly ‘ say, the happiness, 
of fpmmati^ing British seamen, under circum- 
stances c*€ 5 quiring th^, utmost activity, implicit and 
immediate obedience, and the most rigid attention 
to discipline and good order : ^rnd 1 am sure tha<:* 
the mMntenance of all th6se was, in a great mea- 
owing to the blessing of God upon Qur hum- 
^ ble endeavours to improve the moral and religious 
character oft our men. The friends of religion 
will feel a pleasure in having the fact anrtounced, 
the very best seamen board the Hecla — 
such I mean ds were .always called upon in any 
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, cas'fes of §3itraorclinary urgency — were, without ex- 
ception, those whf) had* thought most seriously ou 
"i'dig^pus subjects; and that*»if a^-still^ore scru- 
pulous selection were £o be made out of that num- 
ber, the choice would fall, without hesitatfc/ti, on 

two or three individuals, possessing dispositions 
• . • • . • * 
and senti^fients eminently Christian.” ^ * 

At the anniversary of “ the Naval and Military 
Bible ‘Society,” 1818, when jC)uk© of York 

presided, Admiral Sir Jamgs i^aumaree stated, 
‘‘that he had uniformly fbund^ that th(? bdfetTand 
bravest_«r.Ilors were those ^ho Ijabitilally read fheir* 
Bibles. ‘In allusion U> a* victory gained* tfader 
his command^ he ad^ed, that, hfe ^ould^ only say, 
that it was solely through the B\b]<^, ^and fijm a 
firm confidence in the ’ grac^ *of *God, whic.^:i Miat 
sacred volume inspired, that he had Heen anii i^ntrcl 
io combat the dangers before him and be suecess- 

* I 

fill. . . » . Every ship did its duty that day^ but it 
was in t*he name ^f our CTod that we set^up^^tVr^ 
banners, and the ^ord* has heard our prayers.* 
Tc^ fight in huirAile dependence on tlie diving pro- 
tection,* and with a simple reliance on the divine 
mercy, through the jledeemer, is,\ind always rpust^ 
be, ^jlie highway to victory ^ind honour.” 
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' And is there no heroism m the Bible ‘^Thfe 
time would fail me to tell qf Gidf^iOii, and of Barak, 
and of SaiipsoFi. and' of Jephtha^ of David /al'i*,, 
and Samuel, and of the prophets: who througli 
faith Subdued kingdoms^ wrought righteousness,' 
obtained promises^ stopped the inoutiis ot lions, 
(|uenc|;ied the violence of fire, out of weakness 
were iTiade strong^,’ waxed ^valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armi^^sy of the aliens.” Witlr these 
ancient Jewish fieroqs, piety was not only no im- 
pedfnfent<» to success, it w^as the very jirinciple 
' and* secret bf iheir, bravery and triumpliw 

RSiligiOn,dn eveVy age, has been able to boast 
heroes niore dysl'lngukhed ^han any other cause, 
whefter th6 j?bj 3ct for which they contended was 
their^ka^rs, their ^ Uberty, or their native land. 

the religious Vaudois ever given their op- 
pressors reason to laugh at thdir piety, when eiH* 
countered in battle ? They have always fcwight as 
heaven. Did the Puritans — whatever the 
character of their quarrel, just or unjust — ever 
bring*- disgrace on English*' bravei^y ? did they jiot 
cause it to be universally respected ? Did not 
Sid^iey, the bravest of the braye, make religion his 
boast, and weaiv it as -an ornament ? Did piety 
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, impaif tb© courage of a Ciarcliner, or a JJIackader, 
a Melville, or a ’l^urn ? Was the venerable Lord 
less formidaye to the ettemy^because he 
pra*yed? or woujd the Dutch admiral — who, when 
he came on br/ard to surrender himself, was^deeply 
affected at the sight of the veteran on his fcnees — 
have engaged him a second time the mojrp confi- 
dently for having* discavered tliat "he was ^in the 
habit of calling God to his ftjjb? Didr Nelson — 
which is only another nam« fcl* intrejjidity — go 
into his las^, engagement with ^ess infcr&pidity be- 
ji prayer was still Wet from liis> 'pen on* the* 
page of* his joiirn^il ? ; Or^w^ere the *thi*ecf Allied 
sovereigns le^is nerved for eonflftf^’when.Jhey had 
knelt on the field of battle, an(\ |.»\lTliclv ^Ipred 

the King of kings ? # • • • 

. • 

What cY/u be the meaniyg of tfee*(piestion^Thtut 
— whether piety would improye the character «>t • 
our seamen, as such ? *If there be a GodJ and if 

4 I 

that Supreme Mdiesty beholds pill the dwd'lkrs • 
upon earth, am I likely te acquit mjj^elf ^with 
fidelity and vigoUr for Relieving that* I am (feting 
irf his presence*? If there be a region qf blessed- 
ness to which the ^spirits of thd just ascend ^it * 
death, am I likely to be ^mervatecl by the belief 


N 
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•that Providence will either cover me with its 
shield in the day of battle, --or elsi^ will conduct me 
to unmingThd happiriess alcove ? Am I likp'^ito 
conduct myself with less consistency and^ dignity 
for believing that I am an object ol interest to an 
Infinitd Being? 

Piety alone is wanting to make the character of 
the British seaihan complete. Only let this divine 
element htt infuse(J ' into it, and the peace ’ which 
it imparts will fender him cheerful and happy, 
the new motives fo obedience which it supplies 
will give stability and jVrinciple to his di gcipime. 

tlid animating afid heavenly hopes which it 
inspipss y ill rabe” his Vnere .animal spirits into a 
\m Qrar ^o^jii/age equal to any extremity in 
wWc;h;fei(5‘ ean be pl^ci^d. 

‘\¥>iat remains,- then,, but that, in hope and de- 
pendence on God, we carry our* plans into eflcct ;* 
And h^re the writer w'^ould venture to suggest the 
way in ..which our attempt might commence. Let 
«the Essay whjch shall be*' honoured wifh the prer 
ferente, be immediately printed. * Let a copy.-be 
sent to every ship-owner, member 'of parliamerft, 
officer, miliister of religion, and nobleman, 
likely to take an interest in "the subject." lAit it 
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be accpmpfenied with a circular convening a public 
meeting Oil the farliest convenient day. ,Let the 
coix. '"ittee of the Britijh and Foi' feign Sailors’ So- 
ciety meet, meanwhile, to digest a plan to be sub- 
mitted to the nublic meeting, a’^ d let them*call in 
whatever aid they may deem necessary to Wilder 
their jilan as mature and complete as possible. 
Let this be done — and done at once — and clone in 
tile spirit of humility on accou^it of our long and 
guilty neglect, and of prayer . for the divhie bless- 
ing, — and every thing Warrants the persuasion, 
that the claims of our seaiiien will strike, and take 
a hold on the public rnino, in a way whicii shaH 
place the Society on a level with Jie rest cf our 
great institutions. 

And, then, on the supposit’on that thij Iia. been 
done, and has IcmI to the adoption the mea.ajr'^s 
devised for the improvement of sailors, steps must 
be taken to induce them to avail themselves of 
those iTi 'ans. “ as any attempt to render sea- • 
rien provident,” says Mi. Walker, — and it applie^^ 
ecp^ally to any actempt to improve them in other 
respects — “would meet with all sorts of o})posi- 
tion, underhand ancl open, from those who are ’n- 
teresced in keeping them in their present state ; 
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and as their fears, and prejudices, and suspicions, 
would be excited by all possible means, every 
practicable oiTo^'i should be resorted to in th^' sub- 
set to effect a change.’* Supposing, for example, 
that respectable lodging-houses wc^e provided, — 
let boats be sent off, on the arrival of a ship, to 
bring the men ashore, and the watermen receive 
a reward for every sailor <^hey bring to it, as they 
are now frd by toose who pilfer and ruiii him. 
Let the nature .md object of whatever provision 
is made, be explained to ship-owners and captains, 
tliat their influence with che sailor may be enlisted 
o?‘ its side. Let public meetings of seamen be 
convvJied, at wl ’ch the object shall be clearly and 
fully oxplaine 1, ^nd the subscription of their names 
be obtained, as frendly to tlie design. Success 
in tiie metropolis would doubtless be followed by 
similar attempts and results in other ports of this 
and of foreign countries ; let prospectuses of each 
be iixLe^’changed by the different societies, that on 
a vessel leaving one port for another, an agent cf 
the port she is leaving might be able to furnish 
the crew with a prospectus of the particular pro- 
vi ::on made for their reception and accommodation 
at the port to which they are bound. Only let 



TIIE.CpNDWO^ OF OUR S’EAMEN^. ' 141 

^ l!hil be doye — -and we hav6 nothfng to fear on the , 
part of sj<flors; ^erejire signs which assure us 
’'^fei^sve have* evOTy thif g tp iope. 

All tjiat we \^nt are energy dnd activity equal 
\6 the ocVasiojj/ And shall nc^ these be found? 
Oh tna:l'*“\A3«cdilld engage if only a fraction! of •the 
enterpnse and enthusiasm ^yhich any onc^of tlie 
great pecuniary speculations of*tha day can com- 

, mand^and the work would benioii^ ! Oh that we 

• • 

could have* that energy sanctifi^ by thi^ word of 
God and by, prayer,” — and the success oi th;f fl^ork 
would be certain ! 

Let me appeal to thf^t la#ge and infkie«tial»porT 
tion of the commumtj^ who annujd^ visit our goasts 
for the purposes of recreation ant\ hgakh. Whd 
amongst y<xi can stand 6n thc^ margin of island, 
and look over the outstretched ^pf«ld of waieSs, 
jiolling at his feet? without being pained at cf 
wliilc he thinks of what*fein hath done in The world, 
and especially on what it hith done amongjhijpse 
^^ho have gone dowii^to tlie sea in ships ? . Th©^, 
wafers which, on»many Accounts, formithe gra«dest 
siaijiject*for con4:emplation, are at once recognised 
as the grave of myriaTls of seameft, who, from ge-*! 
neralionlo generatioM, passjed throifgh all the toils, 
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and su^Ferings^ and dangers of a niarjtime life; 
living quite unmindful of ^the gj’eat ei d of their 
creation, ai: :Ldy:ng without ^ne scriptural evident ' 
of ever having exercised repentance towards God, 

}t 

or faith in our I^ord Jesus Chris 
were, \^ith a very few exceptions, a &ce? wx ictuour, 
blasphemy, ignorance, and debauchery; and most 
of their deaths weie sudden, and their end without 
hope. Inhdehcy^ and affected charity, may frown 
and condemn these ^ remarks : but, alas ! neither 
zeal, iior nflcctcd charity can disprove their truth. 

Wo^Cciiinot undo what has been done, but, 

by the hjlp of God, v’e may stem the torrent of 
evil.” ^ Ponde-* .the condition our seamen. Pity 
them, liendor your sea-side visits conducive to 
the’r improvement. ^And come to the help of the 
I.ord, to the he.ij) of the Lord against the mighty. 

Pious sailors ! aspire to imiU^te the example o*‘ 
those distinguished men whose names honqur your 
callii^ and who were called by Christ, while fol- 
Jovung their maritime occup,fdion, to become his 

. * I I** •• 

disciples. I ike Andrew, evince a zeal to bring 
others to the Saviour whom you have found. Jn 
* al] your endeavours to benefit your shipmates, aim 


The Ocean, 
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m finite th§ Juiciness of Tefer, the energy of James^ 
and me ^ectioij|ate Q^rnestness of John, You 
^{^•been callecf to b(| fol]olvers*t)f-“=Ohrist under 
circumstances wj^ich mark you out for great useful- 
fi6ss, ana' whirfi loudly call on ^ you to be ^ttive, 
exem’piaV}-; sfria faithful unto death. 

Chris’tian merchants ! will not you come, forward 
to support this enterprise ? Self-interest ddhiands 
^that y<fu should ; for an imprft^eaTjeiit ifi the cha- 
racter of seamen would be aT\ increase of security 
for your property.* Gratitude dfemands ft; for you 
derive your wealth froTr> their iifstilimentality. 
Christian* consistency dgmatids ^t ; for’if^tlfey mi*' 

'nister to you in temporal things, •^''ught iipt yen to 

. * . ^ * • • 

take a deep interest in their religii»u% \felfarc ?, 

Political* economists, *and legislators !. Jfere ^s a 
noble sphere of action for ^ you. Tne. moral •itfi- 
^#rovement of our Seamen would be a great sUvuig- 
to the whole comrnunify, and would supply the 
place of ^ thousand laws — for it would be yipii'^g 
them a law to th^sclVes. Legislative • enatf-' 
merits can only save them from iifjusticej^^and 
soeial degradation ; but here is a method of raising 
them to respectability and ItfTppiness, and of ren- 
^deriifg tlfcm blessingsf to society. 
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Members of Bible, Missionary, TracV and Sclfooi 
Societies J here is a new ard poVerfuI t^^aim upon 
you. IIer^*^r^‘’*thoul^ands'of men who migKt. Lv. 
made your agents to the ends o^ the earth — will 
you hot aid in the work? At pre ^ep^X'fhey forfti 
a source of weakness and discouragemenc to many 
of your agents, and a formidable obstacle* to the 
accomplishmerit ol those plans which are nearest 
your hearts — will Vbu not assist to improve 4hem? 
You are “not a^^fcd to apply the funds of your re - 
spective illstitutions to the object for vdiich we are 
pleading — though were you to do so, to a certain 
extcht; ^ou* may only be exercising a wise eco- 
nomy, and a VlP-siglUed, magnanimous benevo- 
lenee ; that Vhich w^e urge you to do is to join with 
us in oU'* solicitude and efforts for otir seafaring 
MlOW' countrj^it'.en, as the means of certainly pro- 
nioti^g your dearest objects in fbreign lands, ' - 

Christians, of all denoiriinations ! do you dcsirc' 
a sphere for yourT)enevole^iit exertions ? Here 
ft ‘ a wide field comparart:ive^y untouched. And, 
oh,Yf numhch can move ^ou to coiVi passion, as they 
did your Lord, here are thousands, hundreds ‘ of 
thousands, scattered'as sheep having no shepherd. 
If a warm and generous heart — if humanity, enter- 
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pnib, and.^urage, are qualities to be valued — 
*here is a cjnss ofmienjfvho possess them to a de- 
g\V9.*that even the enfwniqjS lheyAav^^<^anquished 
have often been /»onstrained to admire : — and shall 
fhfey who'a^e the pride ©f the nation, be the re- 
proach of * tfife ctiurch ? If any ambunt of services 
can excite our gratitude — here is the class to 
whose instrumentality, in war,* it .is owing that 
^Britairf sits as a queen among •the ftations; and to 
whose occupation, in peace, she it that her 
merchants are princes, thafr the harvest c7f the^ fiver 
is her revenue, and that«she thd rAart of*na-* 
tions.” If a sense of p|ist tiegHgence «h<fukl«urge 
’us to present activity— heie is pr class of*'\yhom 
even a foreigner writes, “ Much as the* wealth ancf 
power of Eagland depend on Jier s*eamen.^the ssuls 
of these mariners, the salvation of '^Irreir soq^s, avlio 
: « there, the world^ver, to care for it, to look«aft,ci, 
tliein, t(\ speak to them* kindly, to show^’tHbm the 
way to the Saviouitof "the world? Age after ^e 
slje has neglected thij^m, ^ind they have neglect^, 
themselves ; and*now thby are far from Gfod, K^mg 
itusin, dying in -misery, and passing away beyond 
the kind voice of m*ercy fot'^ver.” If extreme*? 
/lan^r can interest ue in behalf of those who 
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encounter it — here are men whose is spent , 
‘‘in perils of waters, in perils rin the\sea,” and 
whose wh(i*5vjifc mdyhe iookea on as a 
escape from death. If peculiar rcsjigious privatrons ' 
deseiS^'e our pity-^here aie men w^mse 'Exigencies 
in this respect *are obvious and extrem^^ and the 
result pf v/hich appears in the proverbial depravity 
of the^ class. 4f d state of great temptation, and 
exposure to evil, ^^ helplessness, debasement, and, 
misery should, ^v^gagp our concern — here is a class 
whosJ colidition. In th^ase respects, is so crying, 
that men cJf. the world are touched and moved by 
it, and al e heard calling upon each other 'to hasten 
to th/.ur deliverSijjKie, ami to ^assist in their protec- 
tion^ ' If th^^ sjght‘ of a vast agency, which might be 
consecrated to the liqblest ends, producttig and dif- 
fushig,,evil in directions, can inspire us with con- 
Tctiiw-here is a large class of n*ien, spreading coif^ 
taminaiion by their evil "example at home, and 
pr^llg a curse among the heafehen abroad, though 
ittiere is much in their charaed-er and calling which 
ma?ks them^’OUt for extensive usefulness. If^the 
example of Christ drawing us, or his Authority 
copirnanding, if the '^ciccesses of others encouraging 
us, or the glo\Ving language ^ of prophecy ch 0 ?ring, 
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am/ can mo^e us to ameliorate the, 
condition oi our seafariiig fellow-countrymen, then, 
by aS these urgent conride/a^ions,det ’iis make the 
attempt and make it at once, 

* • And is there nothing* in this object to dtindle 
and ini>aiiie*a sacred ambition ? Ancient mytho- 
logy tells us that the inventqjrs of ships took rank 

among the gods, -and that evftn ihe ship* were 
• • • . . 
translated to the heavens, wkare l-hey. still shine 

among the constellations. But ^Honours such as 

heathen fabje never pictured await th^ ChfiStia« 

actors in this gloriou§ cutcrprjse. *F«r we kliowi 

who it is. that hath sai<^ “^hey*that be •vice^shajl 

shine as the brightness of the firm anient ; an^ they 

that turn many to righteousness a^ ^he*st3rs foV 

ever and over.” Let ils theh^ ifiake the* attempt 

proposed, and make it at once, - , T 

* And shall not the prospect of the happy»sc*v..i^ 
which sjiall result from *our endeavours, fil> us with 
zeal ? Only let us cotnmeftce the work in ^ ^irit 

suited to its lofty nature, and *on a scsje coih; 

* 

mensurate with its magliitude, othersfwrill be ^ dlsed 
up to sustain .and carry it on, and on, till every 
sailor shall become ’a ChiLtian missionary, mirs 
,^ve>y seaport a Tyra, whose merchandise shall be 
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• holiness to tlie Lord, knd every sHS^.a floating 
church; and the ocean itsej^ resembling the ‘‘ sea 
of glass likenuatto cryijtaJ,” which circulates around 
the throne above', shall become^ a holy element, 
refleectng the smile and the glory of God. Come,' 
then, and in the name of God, let us ^omriTeltce the 
worh^ qnd let us commence it at once. 
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Note A. 

Numuek of Ships and Sailors. 


Ill 1333 there were 24,:^85 registered .^’essels, the 
burthen of whicli was *2,634,57'’ tons. Those registered 
vessels had no less than 164,00<i l^ielonging to them. 

To whi'ch number must be ad&ed*thc large proportion 
which is always^ on shore, locking ou.. for ne^.^ships — 
amounting to ncj^rly 40,0(/0 : and also 50,000 fishermen, 
making about 250,000. This ar,count', 01 * course, Soes «ot 
include the royal navy,^iii which/ at the same peifod, tliere 
were about 30,00d. 


Note B, 

• t t 

Loss OF Life and Pkoplaty by Shipwrecks. 

, k 

“ You stated, that in fotir years there wefe'^ 270 ships 
Ibst, as I understood you ? — Yer„ ' '• ** 

“ What 1 umber of sailors were lost out'ol^ tlu'^ V — Ou 
looking over ihe jocicty’s b6ok, of which I am s\^cretaryj( 
for 10 years ending December Iasi*, by shipWrecks^^drowiij 
ing, &c., they are .at 1 l,ii to 16 in all o\;her^case{ioi.cre?Ctlr^ 
but during the last, four years, ending I* larch last, on look- 
ing over the bboks, a^id taking the account of seamen of 
the port, they are as 17 to ! o of all other cases, and ithe 
oholeia has been raging heavily. 
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“ Is that of ships ovt of the Tyne ?— ;-There were 143 
satl of ships lost in 2 ^ months belon{3;iiig to the port oV 
Tyne, amounting to 30,778 tons.^ • 

“ Would It, ii^cluding tha ships ^and the cargo, be of t,he 
value of 5/. per ton on an average ? — I suppose they tiiight 
be worth 8/. a ton, taking one with the other, at least the 
ship and cituipment. 

“ Would not that amount to a loss of 'upwards of 
240, 000?. No doubt di it. 

“ Tliey are paid for by \hc underwriters ? — The public has 
to pay for it in the le- r run ; every cargo coals lost 
causes the market to ,rr3e^ in proportion. ’ 

Then by a contii»«k,nce of this system, there is an annual 
lobi- of fi'ik)perty to a great cxt.ent, and of lives to a great 
extent also ? — Y,es.’’ — Mr, H, Woodrofft. 

‘ilf any arc* saved, do ihey liot usually bring some report 
of the ci,rcunistan^es ?‘ — No c’uubt they would; I have 
taken the tibc'rty,. at the bottom of this list,' of merely as- 
suming *in the 95 vessels '.of which I have spoken, that 
there, are on 'an average* the very small amount of 15 
pepsohs 'on< board each, from, which I find there are as 
man/ as *l 425 persons ^perished, and Valuing each shin 
with k«r/5gglng^ masts, stores, cargo, and property belong- 
ing to tj.e captain, passengers, and crew, assMning each at 
the li)^'est T^stimate, say 8,000/., th^at gives the astoi'iishing 
of 760,00p/. worth of property that ,has, been 
sacrificed. * 

“ That is to say, fuere has been a loss of ?,,425 liveo and , 
760Jd00/, wortfi of prfipwty in th® short space of IG 
months ? — Yes.” — Mr^ G, Coleman, 



A Si V.TEMENT of British ard Foreign Vessels reported to have been Lost as extracted from 
Lloyd's Books, from 1st January 1836 to the 30th June 1836. 
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• Chairman^ “ Tll^^aper which yorf have jjpaa, which is 
*eii analysis of the relliiX states that in three years, 181G, 
181*7^an(l f818, there^i^y 1,114 vefisels Jost* that in 
*<4^33, 1^34, and f83(^ 1,573 ;*do you happen to know the 
ni^iber of vessels afloat or registered in those respective 
years No. 

“ So that yoti cannot state whether the proportion iiftlie 
latter years is larger than the former*ones ? — No, we have 
HO means o? stating that. 

“ With respe#t to tfie vessels missi1f^“.,of which there were 
^9 in t!!e first three yeafrs, and l*29^tl^e lasKhree years, 
had the time' so far g(me by as to liiak§f it perfectly hope- 
loss that those vessfis would jbe hoam^f ^^gfin ?— yps ^ 

' it is our practice at Siloyd’s never to piit/up a vessel as 
missing, till a very extreme time ha^ ^passed, because the 
moment it *is placed u}.)on our bSoks \t stops thcwnsurance « 
* “ Then, probably, twice the^rdiiiar^ tiine of the ^oyage 

is allowed to clap*se first ? — More than tliah * 

“ There arc represented by thisk pamper 49 vessels, the 
entire crews of which were drownSl ?ii tlie first three yea/s, 
and 81 vessels in the three lect years ; wlyit w*otl(I 
f-«pp^se to be a reasonable average for the ci nvs ^tCo*^ 
ships taking lavj;c and smalf? — I cannot state *)bs?t!ff?tir 
“ Would ten V to^ sii]iill a number?— I should tjiink 
about the number, liii the ifeneral waynn which' merchant 
ships are piaryied. 

So that the ler of 49 vessels in^-f^e first three 
ye|irs might fairly, .warraS^ the presum^idfi tjiat 490 men 
composed the crews; a*d the 81 vessels in the three las^ 
yc^ might fairly warrant the presumption that 810 men 
"^re mcluded ?— Yes. 
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' Then llj^ tiumlw^ «lro«ni'<l in ^ of tlip tliree yoarv 
mcnlioiuni in IhHi, 1817 ami l«/*ak.- a total,,? i’to^. 
in the ijjrec j^>ar.s#ml l,jV^*(or the hist ^lirt’c^a^irs, 
and tliat is in atlditionto tife previoiiVudnber niofftioned ‘ 
—It is. ^ 

“S6'chat, if 400 wore adcK'd to the 1,700 in tlio three 
yeafs mentioned, and 810 were added tv 1,7 J 4, there 
would then appear todiave been the probable h)s.s.^)f 2.1 00 
lives iiif 181G, 1817, ailil 1818; and 2,.j‘24 hves in the 

t 

years fStiS, 1834, iSSdf— i'es.' , 

“ Were they Enj^tislr ships ? — Entirely British shif^/s ; the 
return askyd for w^is r'' vessels belonging to the United 
Kingdom. - -- 

“,So that thi's represents the loss ef life in ships belong- 
ing to the United Kiiigdom* only, and docs not include all 
the niiinbirr of wrecks and lives lost in vessels iiot belong- 
ing to tfie United Kingdom ? — No .• all the others inserted 
here O-ui -only be, by mistake, 'a few American vessels, 
wlit?re, from the npine,s corresponding, we have not had 
any 'mean?- of tally.”-4-jy7\ *7. G. Cooper. 

- *- Qi^e distressful instance, among bhc numbers that will 

■ lU ‘rf'.^^.Vir brought to light, .occurred within iny own ob- 
seryition. A collier brig was stranded <5ii the Yorkshire 
coast, rod I had c)Ccasion to assist' injothe intci-esting, but 
distressing service of rescuing a part the crew, by dra;w- 
ing tiiein up 'j, vertical clifi',' ‘«wo'"n* ,*hree hundred feet 
in altitude, by ineans of a deep-sp.a lelad line, thg only rope 
^/hat could be pro^’ red. The fi»'st two men who caught 
' hold of this slender line <vere hauled safely up the fright- 
ful cliff ; but the next, after being drawn to a considC^raU 
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\aeight, slipped hfs'S^d/and ife fell n^and wirf the fourth 
[•lu^d la^, wfio ventur^J^on tins only chaiyh of life, the 
^pe yiKiy,^nd he^J^ was pjunged into tha foaming 
ij ^^ kers» beneath*! iimmediatelf afterwards the vessel 
nSTrune up,*and the remnant of the ill-fated crew, with the 
exception of two who were jvashed into a cavern# in the 
cliff, perished before our eyes. But what*was th^ cjliist^ 
this h^art^tending event ? Was ifc stress of weather, or 
bewildering /og, or unavoidable accident? No! • it arose 
entirely from th^wanf oT^obrietj^^i^yery saflor, to*a man, 
being i« a state of intoxiclai^jn. vessel, but a few 

^ours before, 'had sailcdf from Sun! I^lan^ ; thejnen being 
Iruiik, a boy, unacquainted with wg^s hitrjisred/ 

v'ith the helm.* He r,fin the bng upon H^nttlby Kock, and 
•ne-half of the miserable, dissipated* crew awoke to con- 
ciousness in eternity ! thfe solhary inst&n#c •! knight 
,dd many more ; but ftiis must su dice, both as to*illustra- 
Jon and proof of Uie terribte consequences of^ntSinj^Traneti 
at sea.” — From Discourses to Semnen^ Vjf the lie^W. 
Scoreshy^ Chaplain of the Mariimr4 ChurcJt^^iveiJiool, 
A’c., 


Ngte C. 

Suips A^D Flags. 

*For the^ intprmaUJ^n ot soihe readers, it ,may hi- ne^!?;^ 
sary^ to state that, ai^athuilding devoted to ^i^'lic worship 
is called^ “ hous^ of\^d,” and as tj^ Hebrew word 
Bethel, (Cien. xxviii. 10.^ Sgnifies thf^Hoii?e of God,’* 
then^r^ ships in which *meetings are heW for the worship 
are called Bethel shi^)^ — ships in which public 
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religious ser 'ices are Jiield. The first sl^'ip bearing this nanir 
was a collier i^om the port of Ne^’^cestle, and appeared iii,' 
the Than*es in 1H14. ^he is Tpadi?, I believe, 

of blue bunting, and has 0 \i it the v^rd BEXHEi+in largf* 
white letters with a star above, and a dove with an olive* 
branch ^below. This flag was designed in 1818, and ds 
hoisccd at mast-head as a signal for worship. “ Forty of 
the British and Foreign Sailors* Society’s Betnel jflags arc 
flying Ui different partrf^of Europe, Asia, Afriea, America, 
and Australia. ’ 

JJ. 

/ Intemperance. 

“^Besides the operation of marinci insurances, as afford- 
•ing in your opinion a« tempiafjon to build ships of an in- 
ferior ' dvsteription, and besides the incompctency of the 
masters and ofilcer^, are th?re any other causes that you 
think i?adr' to , shipwrecks ? — Tho'se are no doubt the prin- 
cipa"! ones, and ' in ^.saying the iiicompetency, I moan, of 
course, the 'intoxicatio« r4so, of masters and officers. 

“ Is it* not a matter of notoriety that in very many of 
: ho feUjpwrecks that occur, the real frause is the drimkev^- 
nl\)«‘’/’f^>.om^.body, either the man on the look-out, or the 
offidi‘r in charge of the watch? — Yes it — Mr. J. Ball- 
ingall. ‘i , ’ • 

*' ‘iDo you know that Captain stated in evidenc*'. 
before a Co'a^pittee of the lldbse o^^ Gammons, that when 
he was at the North Pole, he hi^el? and all his ,men were 
.stronger and better, vand were r:ior*e able to bear cold after 
their stock of spirits was ail gone'^than while it lasted? — 
J .have heard of it and read it.”— -Afr. H, Woodroffel 
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• Are yoi^ aware'^rf the factfthat a^erygrfit proportion^ 
•pF the American vesJBefi^^that come to Liv^ool, sail with- 
oift l^vmgliny-spiritu^^'^dfiguors boajrd f—Ye^y there are 
^ ffr^at Kiumber l^tt^y.” — Mr*C^ Lorimer, 

Among those that are competent by reason of their 
itnowledge, do you think there are many that neglect to 
apply that knt)wledge properly, and are careless and feck- 
i^fess in the managernent of their vesefcls ?~I do ; and tlfat 
negligence •is priiicipa 
ranee, by habita^f dri 
^ “ D<f you know any ^ases^t^’QSj^jfliatVere#clearly 
butable to that caiis^of the drunS^jjii^iBSs of either officers 
or men ? — I have h<^rd of several .v^*’< sc^us losftes i.n 

. • ■ u*. 

consequence of drunkenness which were jibber made, pub- 
lic ; previous to my leaving Liverphol I obtained letter^ 
from some* respectable^ masters 8f vessels, sailing dliP of th^ 
port of Liverpool, on tiiat subject. • * * 

• 0 9 # 

“ You know tlfose masters from whom yoi*hate §l)tain(Kl 
this information ? — I, do ; they are*verjr respectable^rfmn. 

“ Do these letters contain instillK^s of thaTxhescriptio^i V 
— They do ; Captain Underwood, of the ship, ^|/^ fo/?,. 
^frit(i^ me — ^ 

“ In whose* employ is that vessel ? — MeSyps,*#§^iri{.;^n 
and Benson, of ’2..iverj)ool,^ • ! 

“Thcy*are largV shipo^jners? — Yes* After telbrring to 
the use of ardent s) >iritsf he says, ‘ The captain of a viTss^ 
(which he names)*j^l! Liverpool, sailed fro#>*i4iis port on a 
v(^age t») Buenos Ayref^, ; he left the^,ii(jJbrt^n a state ol 
drunkenness, and remaim^J^so^ontinifally for two or thrt^ 
weyAs after sailing ; tlie ship was und^r the direction of 
t^ie mates, and after thej^ had Jjot well to the southward it 


believe, by lliteinpe- 
nki^^spiriRiO'qs liquors. * 
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, was discoveI^^(l thatUhe master hacir^ot no chart of^ tKip' 
Southern Oc^«n, so they put i/to^ one of the Canary 
Islands, alfid jjot a Spanis^i chart ^ib^a fresh pip^ of brandy ; 
while there, the master was'so drunltXjmd riotous, ''that 
mates or crew hoisted the ensign union’ do^yn, which is t,he 
signal \j 4‘ distress, to get assistance from a vessel of war, \o 
confine^ him or enforce better conduct ; ti^aey put to sea 
again, and agaih druivkenness was practised as before, ana 
the mstids were cons^-adftly drunk, in bed ; arid the chief 
mate being sick, the second ma^e, a goods leamen, but an 
indifferent navigafo**,' ha^o/xien tlie sole charge ‘of the, 
vessel ; he, manage^l, ,a'^he told me, to make the coast of 
.America in the lajti'^jde^of the River llate, and fortunately 
got ,the vesseP into Monte Video, where a gang of the 
'^pratique officers goingliito tlie cabin, after a while convinced 
..the rnhste^Uliat the slhp WSis really in port, he Having pre- 
viously abused 'the t.ccond <‘ifficer for telling him that the 
vessel ^^’as'Ut anchor. While at Buenos Ayres his conduct 
was'such that theyt'^ould not act with him, and the mer- 
chants thoof put him of his situation. I was then at 
, that dprt, and .the second officer returned to England with 

and gave me the above account.’ *' , 

I * ■ ^ € < 

V^';’X'!?^kwow the character df the pcrsoiKwho .gave you 
this information to be respectable and worthy of credit ? — 
I do ; k Second oheu instance i he nan/es ‘ came also,’ he 
‘ uYider ipy observation; afsip^ll brig, of Anan, In 
Cumberland>i!^rived in Richelieu, iV^Nbrth America ; .die 
master w'as so instantly drunk, at ses that hef* took/io 
.Charge of the vess*^, and,the‘mr^e was too often like the 
master, so that tl^e crew had charge of the brig, fol- 
lowed the course of some,' other, vessels, and brought thl» 
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•^ig* to the jc^ast, wte-^re a pilot went board and brought 
Vier into pcfrt. I weift tAi board the brig, an/ saw the mas- 
ter* in|ensib!y d^unk on,, the lockejfs of tjie ?abin, and 

ref^uest of ^hj^merchantS Acre, I sent a young man 
to* take cliarge.of the vessel, as no one was there to give 
necessary instructions. I believe the same master ^s per- 
mitted toremadn in command. When I arrived at Dunge- 
"iiess, in May, 183G, I took on board*a pilot to conduct me 
through tin* Downs to».J^ondon, 2^ being a temjierance 
ship, the subje« 4 ^of temp^Mwice and dnmkejiness naturally 
^ame iftfor.e us in diseftssion^i^e *jilat J appwving^ of tlif 
temperance system, but still he lik:'^! 41 glass of grog i\ovv 
and then. So far as I observed, he*wL"^ v^'i^ com|tcter.t 
and steady man ; he ttild me as follows : tb^tjie freqinmtly 
boarded ships in the Channel, near or^at the pilot stations, 
and that frequently the first sigTit that attracted In s*notrc(* 
*was the captain drunk,* and stJbtched %)n tfie qyart(y-deck, 
or some other convenient place, and unabie fo ^ke tlfe 
command, and took charge of his«hip»-and that in a shin 
where every precaution is neceSsaly ; he stwed tha<i» a 
short time before that he had(ijoarded one in sirndj^Ui cir- 
L^img:ances, and had declined taking charge, ufiti^ftie p'./- 
sengers, gensiWc of their dsfliger, prevailed onTfiiri^!fr^*i'.'^o. 
he obtaining at the s^me Jime a certificate of tflie mate tn 
that cffecl ; he siAd that#v'as by no means anSinfrefpient 
c^rciunstaiice* Anoth{j^pilo| who was outboard lielpll tl.,' 
Ntkss told me the Stime circumstances. I ?ould give inany 
sisiailar details, btij» this general outline ^;tly,^^erhaps, ser\u 
the present purpose. convinced that nine <(ua^ 

rej^'/and iputinies out of ten happen, nvire or less, in con- 
’sequence of the free us(>of ardjpnt spirits ; and I leave y^on 
p 3 * 
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’to form your own conclusions about losses of ships hy 
fire or shipwr^^'*-k. I believe th^tadse may, Of could oe ' 
traced to 'the, use and abuse o( &x*«>nt spirits On board of 
ship, if all the circumstances"’ connect^with these tinhatto’ * 
catastrophes were fully known/ 

“ Are those details at all iti accordance with your own 
experience as to what you have either seeit, or known, or 
heard of vessels sailing to and from Liverpool'^ — Yes ;V 
1 believe' nine tenthsj^f all the, lasses whicll* occur are 
caused directly or indirectly tfer^igh inteiAp-erance. 
.‘^‘*^‘Iias thiif subject' ‘a^.<SCfcd Very much atteiixion at^, 
Liverpool among yhjr^-owners, and merchants, and cap- 
tains'}' — It lu*'- fif fniich so. that some ship-owners have 
determined op sending their vessels ®co sea without ardent 
spirits on board. ^ ’ 

riave any vessels returned completed their voyage, 
having, gone out without anj* spirits on board ? — Several. 

‘‘ “ WlVat Mias*’ been the impression on the minds of the 
merchants who tri^d this experiment, whetljer it was ad- 
vaptageoufVor otherwilb f — That it was advantageous. 

‘ “J-h’yo you had communication with captains or officers 
; ^ffit'Liv^rpool on this ppint ? — 1 have. , ^ 

thby state that they had experienced any incon- 
venience ffom the want of^ spirifs On the contrary, they 
state that ffil their 'previous difiP.culties ^arose from the use 

4 . . 

sfidenf spiritt, and that they tr^e now re,%ylv^d on ir;i 
entire disuse't)^ them. ^ . ,J' .i 

“ In what^ '^’id'^i^ie advantages strike^ you as 'most ap- 
toarent ; was it in tfle grejitem-ffiJfiiency of the men, or in 
tlie greater subordination and the greater preyalencfe^of 
harmony? — All these combined/ they are better con-" 
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Hunted ; thgre is less risk of life property when men 

• t *mp«rate and offioient. 

• “ Is^biff syfitem of «« ling witlyut sj)ijituous Jiquors ox- 

• J.en^ive]^ practistid ,/jy the A^nA-icans ? — To a very great 

detent. 

**■ “ Have you any laea ot«ltic number of ships *tlaat sail 
on vvliat arc* called temperance principles? — Sl>m*5 say 
fhree faurtRs, others nine tenths of the American vessels 
arc now sailing on tqpipcrance 'j[!y^iiciples ; I k»(jw it is a 
very rare thin^jito ih^et v^tj^ an*Americ?in Vessel hi Liver- 
^ pool, With ardent spirits on fof use ^of the officers 

and crew. 

“ So general has the practice ffe,Ccme in i^ncricaii 
sels, that you more* frequently find theni without ^lirits 
tliaii with ? — Yes, it is much fhore 9o. 

‘‘ In A*merica itself is ^le opiniort prevaleftt>>f*ti%j supe- 
rior state of the shiphi,so sailing; ha^^ th<« insurfncc com- 
jiaiiios in that *(?ountry Aade any differenf;e ii r#spect^f 
vessels sailing without ardent spjrits^-— ^t is thc^|^ieral 
opinion that the risk is considc»aWy lesseiit-u^jUnd^onse- 
<pieiitly the underwriters have^ taken the subject into their 
serious coiigidSration. I am in possession ^f%oin^‘ 
facts relating*to that pointy I find in the ‘ SfainS?jAs 
ziiu!,’ published in New York, jpr 1835, it is stated, ‘ The 
subject (Tf temperance ajnong seamep, as tho opinion of 
merchants, sjiip-o wners^ and ‘ship-masters ^on this sqi^jt^t, 
w^s elicited by means of* a circular fron» ^lie Netv York 
Jj|ate T«imperanqp Society, was recently^ submitted to the 
‘‘consideration of^the Bta!:'d of Unde|writer?*in tlie cityiqf 
Ncjtv York, and the fcdlowuig resolution w^as unanimdusf}’^ 
adopted: ‘ Resolved, That the different marine iiisuraucP 
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companies hi th‘e city of New York will allow a deduction" 
of five per cen'k. on the net premiuips Tvhich may be takeii 
after this date Oi all vessels, and;^^ vessels, toother wiLh 
their outfits, it in whaling and sealing ^oywges, terminating 
without loss, provided the master and mate make affidavit, 
after thp termination of the risV, that no ardent spirits had 
been drLnk on board the vessel by the officers and crew 
during the voyage or term for which the vessel ov outfits" 
were insu»*ed.’ 

“You believe that resbiution to' have b^'ui acted on, in 
the insurance of ve .selr.!^--^^5''; shortly after that tlu. Bal- 
Insurance ComlVny passed a similar resolution in 
uiiS" form : ‘ ResolveJ', That the Baltimore Insurance Com- 
pany, in the city of Baltimore, will ,‘illow a deduction of 

O t 

fi'^e per cent, on the net piemium which may be taken 
after th's on vessels teaninating their voyage without 
loss, provided the master and mate iqake affidavit, after the 
termina^on' of the risk, that no' ardent spirits had been 
drunk- ‘^n board the vessel by the officers and crew during 
the vo/agt^c cerni for^wkich the vessel was insured.’ The 
Vir'ginja Karine Insurance ^^Company, at Riclimond, hav(‘ 
adopf?4 the . same rule, and it is beli'evc^ that several of 
'dic^insui;4i;cp ‘companies in Boston have acted on a similar 
])lan for some years. 

“ Americj^ii vessels now frequent the port of Liverpool 
in much larger proportion to Ifingljgh than aijy other port, 
. of England ? — They do. 

“ Sjieaking g^n^lly, what is the estimation hi whicj; 
A^nierican shif)s and j^American ^fl^cers are held in Liver- 
pool, as compared with EnglteiY-l— Generally speaVii^g, vhe 
-v.hips are esteemed as a class superior in construction, 'and 
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>etter gov^rped than very many of (Mir English ships, and^ 
co'nscqueiftly they have the preference of goods and 
[jassepgers .1 

“Aj^e*^oods stiijpped in Aiftcr^can vessels more readily 
tKtftn in English vessels, supposing the tonnage and the 
foyage to be the same ?— I imve heard observatioi»s*to this 
eftect from Afticrican captains, ‘ I do not *care h(Rv ihany 
English ^hips are put up in opposition to ftie, we only fc*ar 
each otherV that is to^say, they 'a?^ only afraid *of Ameri- 
can ships oppcijflig Americc'vi slnps, but *are* not ajSprehen- 
sive of los? from Englis’li ship:; beihg 4 ) At in, opposition to 
them, knowing a preference will be. gi^en to tlysm batlrfbr 
passengers and goods. 

“ Is that cousisteift with your own experience ‘r^-^Yes, 

I l)elicve it to be perfectly true. 

“ Do you think the si’ 4 )eri(fi’ity of the AmSlidtiil ships, 

in their non-liability to accicJRiits from fire* and week, and 
• * • # ^ 
i’unning foul of each other from the drurkemiesps of tbe 

[)fiicers and pen, is pne of the ehjmepts^in the coiiiiSlera- 

tiou of the men who prefer it?— *I have no cit/^!)t oT that, 

uul 1 feel afraid that our commerce suffers considerablj’ in^ 

•oTVi^quence of it. 

“ Hav/! yoh heard that* assigned as a re56on%-l have 
Vecjuently. 

“In point of fact, is t^e loss of American ships, sailing * 
between, America and# Liverpool, equal, to the lf 4 <?s *?)! 
Koglish ships ? — ? think not ; it is a very Mre occurrence ; 
Useldont hear of ihe loss^of an Americar; »1^|) on the coa.st 
)f England. 

the Government of America^taken any steps'lo 
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.introduce this system of abstinence from spirits in tho'ir 
navy ? — They have. 

“ Will you i^^ution tany faints tljnt havo c^me" 
your knowledge ? — I fincf aft observati|^n*in the AmG;;ica;^’ 
Temperance Report on that subject ; it is, stated that jan 
order r/as issued by the Secretary of the Navy, directing 
that’ each man*^on board the United StateV vessels, who 
should relinquish his *grog ration, should receive tin equi- 
valent di ’’six cents a 44- An ofljrer on board the sloop 
of war John i^^dams, in a 'lettpry dated SU^acuse, January 
Jl^t, 183‘2, writes, ^ Siihfe the Secretary’s letter resfiecting^ 
gr6g’*rdtions has bepn^read to the men, we have not had 
Viore^thau ^0. hoa^'i who drew their grog, and to-day 
they, all stopped it except two.* “ 

“ Does that mentioh of li'ow many the crew consisted ? 

—It d6e§ ^oU 

“From what‘haveryou be€\i reading? — A report of tlie 
American Temperance Society. * * 

“Tlie name of tjie ship, the date^ and tl^e place are 
giv.en'? — i/fs; ‘ ComnlbdR>re Biddle, who commands the 
. Meclitferranean squadron, in*a letter to the Secretary of the 
Navf, fjtates that the whole number of persons iiv thi 
^squadron/e5i(husive of commissioned and w'Urrant officers, 
is 1,107, Slid that 819 have stopped their allowance of 
spirits ; Und that on board the «sloop of war John Adams 
not »inan*drawsihis grog ; and a 3 ?^tleman f^om, Syracuse 
wTites, that notf 'an officer on hoard dr&ws his rations i of 
spirits, and tljgtr there is much ^eal among thefti in tVe 
t^’mperance cause. Simila L^ch^ig fcs have taken place oh 
board other ships. , One is now fitting out at Wjtshln^^on, 
'and every man, before he gSes al^^iard of her, voluntarily 
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himself 4;o nbstjAn friAi the ulie of nrdent spirits, 
*ap^ r«;eiv5s*iii lieli^f his rations of grog an equivalent in* 
<2i»sh ; Ro man not disposed thus to ple^e liiu^elf is re- 

. in cases of bad weather at sea, when men are exposed 
W*wet and cofd, do they serve out any thing as a^substi- 
tute ? — Tliey ^erve out coffee or tea. 

** “ Is tjiattfound to answer the purjjose ?>T-Yes, perfectly ; 
the men ^re better satisfied with the tea and cpijee than 
they were with^^dent spirits, geg erally ^jpegjking. • 

“Y*u mentioned sojne instancy of e,sbi{)s at Liverpool 
•liaving defermined on adopting tlHit pftin, in imitatu^^ tit 
the Americans ; is that iipdn the iiicre*ase ? — l! is. ^ ^ 

“ Do you know of any oi^^ier or master, w'iio had once 
adopted that plan, having reverted, to tlie ftld systeSi 
No, I do iiot. 

» Do you consider* that t^ere is good^evirj^iKTe of ifs 
uniting increaserj safety 4o the ships and contfort* to tin* 
people ? — 1 do ; inasmueh as those who iiave set *ftrut»with 
trying it in bne of ftieir ships, h|v^ irtcreascd tlie number, 
and finally have abandoned the use of spirituous [iqiJor^! 
altogether ; for institice, Messrs. Cropper and Co.,^^if\ssrs. 
Taylor and (^o., and other|, 

“ Yoif mentioned an instance just now of jjreat intoxi- 
cation Oft the part ^f a tnaster, and yet he .w^s put in. 
charge of the vessel ag£n«to bring her hom§; do*y«fciLi 
think it ^oufd be^adv!feabte,*when a ship lost, thjit there ^ 
should be an inquiry into the circumstances of the loss, 
,^nd that, if it yose frjfn the incompeterite or bad cqp- 
du<;t qf ^e captain, it should be made known, so as^ 
mailt anti distinguish thos^.on whdln misfortune had 
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fallen without any blame on tlieir part? — If that could kx 
“done I think it would greatly tend to lessen tlie evil , m^’ii 
would be cautions, knowing that, if any disaster h^pperx^nl 
to them in conse(|uence* of their intemperance or neglect,^ 
it would be made public, to their certai.i loss. 

“ In what state are they shipped? — Very frequently 
a state r. f intoxication, or what is called by seamen half 
seas over. ^ ^ 

“ How is the vessel pavigated out of the harbour? — 
Very frequently by riggeri; a numbe- of^Jiat arc called 
riggers are engaged, wVio are o^d sailors, to take the< vessel 
6K*^of the dock anu rivjr. ' 

fc-^'^Do you mean to sry the Crew are frequently shipped 
in that staftf' of Incompetency by drunkenness, that it is 
necessary to have recourse to other men to get the vessel 
clear of la^^l ? — Ver) frequ^^ntly through the Reck Chan- 
nel. . 


“ In '..he event of any difficulty arising such as a sud- 
den Hiifi" of wind coming on at niglit, would not a ship be 
very 1,’ablr to be lost^i^ such a condition? — Certainly, 
andl I havef^ no doubt many valuable lives, ships, and car- 
goes 'Jiave been lost in consequence. < 

“ You V ay f here is 'no difficulty in procuring iricn on 

board such ships in America? — Not the least. 

^ (■* 

“Is there any difficulty in England? — None whatever. 

Jhc men are willing to submit to this privation, sub- 
stituting coffee ^and tea in its stead? — y^ieyW; steady, 
sober young men prefer going in temperance vessels, to 
vessels in whic^i ardent spirits are ^used ; .temperance vesX'- 
s*^s generally get the best crews. . 

^ “ Are ther'e manj^ En^ish vessels at Liverpool,‘on bdard 
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the tempcfancfe system is pursued There ma/ be 
ias maiTy as fifty. • 

“ Arc th^ go^^d effects seen to jesuU .vhich y)u would 
"5ntici,:^t9j? — They are verj^ evident, in nfy opinion. 

' ■ “ Do you think, fii time of peace, when convoys do not 
afford so ready a way of going across the occan^\^ithoul 
navigation, thete are still many captains of ships %norant 
of their •dui^? — I am afraid there aje ; I •do not like 
mention names ; man^ circumsta., ';es have come# to my 
knowledge ; a y,»ry short time dj^o a brig vfas cas^ away ; 
the cilf tain died ; I d« not ineaa ^t^ say there was any 
thing imptt table to the poor captiin^*the very 
he died the mate and crew hoisted ^a pipe of^wine c^t oii 
‘ the hold and got beastly drunk ; the oiily person on boards 
who was sober, who could givd any laccount of the vessqi* 
was a boy! The brig wei^t on*shoi^ *near find 

*was lost : the French *j)»€irde4 her, aijd found >lfle people 
drunk on deck, aifd noboti^^ that could give anyjac^fiunt of 
her but this boy ; and 1 believe igine mefchantmen ott of 
ten, which go to sea, would be trtat^ d exactly ii^thcp sam(‘. 
w\ay, if the men had the powcr^ 

• “ yave the goodScss to state to the CoiTvnittge«wdiat 
you suppose t» be the chief#causes in opcrati^i^ ’^lich lead 
to the frequent shipwrecks ? — I ^hould confine ipy,^clf prin- 
cipally to *oiie great cause, which I think cousifits in the 
ignorance and drunkeiij^ess of the master and crews 
rne/chant ships.”-"*ilf/’. C. Burnell. % * 

^‘Do ywu think^ that spirituous liquors ^re necessary to 
’Stimulate meji ter^exerti^m? — Not by^iy means. 

“4f,’^ij:,‘^rew in the •merchants’ service is no more thrfdi 
is necessary to perform^ the •duty of the shfp, must no# 
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iialfltuaJ drinking leii^d to the frequent nlistraction of soUk 
part of the strength of the crow, by tire men being rendt^reci 
unfit for •duty?-v-^ taktj it, it disables ab^ut piic'^third ‘of 
the strength of a^ crew ih the merchants'‘service..fr ^ 

Since it is the practice in merchants’ ships, from ec(jno- 
my, to' fake no more than are* necessary for the duty, miTfst 
not'thc^^abstraction of one third of their stre^ngth, by habits 
of drunkenness, tend* to put the ship into a s^ate*jf peril ? 
— Thei?^ cannot be a /^Jubt of that ; perhaps it is going a 
long v^ciy badk, hut I r6\neqiber the civvnnstance, 1 am 
rpiite sure that the , Hitlsewell East Indiaman was lost in 
f WiC, owing to thj drunkenness of the peopl(??'^ she was 
‘fost off St.^ldaii’s Ilekd, to the westward of the Needles. 
Have there been many instances in which ships have 
iken firefroin the si)k’its igfiiting? — 1 know the St. George 
wa‘£,Jbftrrit^in*'the yearM75J;, in,conse(|uence of ‘the people 
being di*ahk iv. the# boatswshi’s ^l^re-room ; we know the 
lf.dgar,Vf ,guns, was blown ^up at S^pithead, in eonse- 
(pietice of the s{jirit-roo;n, or some spirits taking fire ; we 

know^th#Kent East « In liainan was burnt in the Bav of 

} . / 

^ Bh'cay, in consequence o| pumping otl' spirits ; and w e 
kiiof. vf inany other instances, but tiiey are too nuiperons 
to state.'** » 


“ spirits are laK^n on Doara snip, as part oi me 

stores, is- it not usi^al to put th^in in the after hold, below^ 
flcoly and as far^as possible from tjie access of the crew V»- 
Alwaf s in the f pirit-room. 

“ Does not^ /hat create the necessity of using artific ial 
light to draw then? off when iwanted^— >Of course ''u 
('ioe*s. ' \ « 

‘ «r 

^ “ That of itself is attended with frequent risk of fire ? — 
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^<€l^Te^circumst^nce’ a snuff of a caiK^Ie falling info a^^ask ^ 
fl^fllhas^been tho) Cause of the loss of a ship. 

“Ho you^ thimk^die reasiyi they •caring* keep it, as they 
Jo Ih ^ w^ter, in* daylight is, thft it would be got at by 
tlio.ship’s crew P^-^’es, it would be fatal to the ship’s com- 
pany and fatal to the ship. • ^ • • 

“ In instanc'es in which ships have boon lost; where 
drunkenifess was not the cause, InPve thCrc been many 
cases in wiffch the sliip’s crew hav ' been found'i^ifit for 
their duty, by getting at the.spint-rooin after the ship had 
^ecn \?i-eck,ed ? — Tliere *is not tlie* firaallest .doubt of it; - 
the lirst itRpulse of sailors, ^when the |hip is {juppoiK-vl t(» 
be irrecoverablj lost, is to fly to tlfa spirit-ro'»vi, am^ tlie^ 
first tiling the officers flo is to prevent tJieir getting at* the-- 
spirits. 

‘‘ Have you known casi^s ol^ship^ heing when 

Vne officers might lia*;(it-^av^ part <^f thg j^'^f&rty and 
some of the lives**had thc^ not been sacrificed ty^fie in(;n 
getting at the spirits? — If it was pot ffir*the exertioifs of 
the officers, and their presence tf iiiind, I am s^irc* thou- 
sands of lives of British seamey would be lost, wliiol) •,»re 
sivod^ owing to the* propensity of the men to ge^ iK the 
spirit-room. • 

“ Is not that propensity kept jup by the habiUoijw^jJj^- 
ing them i!h daily rations, Jliough in i^jodcratcfqiMintities Y 

-•-It must be owing to that. 

• * • 

Though this «ict of supplying them iriay have*ariscu 
fr(pn beuirvolent ipotives, under the idea tl|^t it was neces- 
'^jiry, do you think itherc is suffifpent evidence of the 

falltRjwf ihat opinion*to warrant the Government sub'^i- 

• * * * 

tuting other articles? — I think'we are mad in going on 
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we do ; that it Is an ^.bsolute act of insanity to allow tfiehi 
to have this dangerous article on boar^, ten thousand ti\>»tes 
more dangerous givipowder. 

“ Merchant seamen hting discharged ♦< from t^eilfc^ship^ 
when they arrive, is not the circumstance^ of their being 
thus stimulated by the use of. spirits on board ship one 'of 
the Causes that plunges them into so mucrh misery, and 
dissipates the Wages t»hey bring home, so that* tlmy are no 
better for- them? — Yej^I believe ^Ue first house a sailor 
fetches Vnto affbr he landsf ne gets dn!ink,#nd tliere he lies, 
and there wil] he be, fa^ilnd with his* money in or oulfiof his 
pocltrt/ according to tfie honesty of the peojU^ whom lie 
happens toJUll amongst. 

“ 5>o that a sailor arriving'from se.a, when oiue he gets * 
}1?^!i()re with the reward of his toil, is soon dispossessed of 
it in ciiitsc^uence t>t‘ ‘chose? ha\uts ? — He is proud to say, 

‘ The mo^irtyj^nt ,I gct«avShore l.wili-gb up to Wapping with' 
m.y wages, mid lay my soul aflodt ;* thaK is their expres- 
sion.* ** . 

‘‘W’oulil not the safutjoof the merchants*, ship-owners’, 
,an(ruRderwTiters’ property, J)e greatly increased by the ge. 
nerareVn^ation of the character of sailors and their in,'r 
proved li^biidiy and order ? — There can be no question^ 
oi\ ; vio.M .:5ooner have solpicr servants in our houses than 
drunkard».j. 

what you attribute thp apathy of those great 
classes to an irtstitution so excellent in fits nature and cal- 
culated to beneXt the situation of the i^en ? — I ^m afraid 
{,» ‘'great many peopj.e consider ^runkeimass. a requisite 
tJ^form the character of a sailor ; 1 'do not think) so -myself 
but I have been told if you'Si)reak a tfr from getting drint 
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will destroy *pirit*; we^iave had too much druviroM- 
bo?iAi our v^ips ; our navy has been ruined ^y it. * 
‘^iTtChe navy yju iiave stated the evil consc^fpiencos of 
rflrinlfl^^icf be a:^ great as fn yie^nierch^nt service ; is it a 
great cause of mutinies and disobedience to orders? — Of 
^jftsual mutiny it may bo, not of general mutiny. 

“ The quesj^ion refers to individtial inutifiy, wlie^lieK tliat 
is*not promoted by a system of druiikeimesi^ ? — Yes ; of^^he 
punishments on board _ships, 1 think 95 per ee]it.,aj;e owing 
to drunkenness.^ 

“ ^^)u think the hinpane propo^'^on of The public who 
•desire t(j^c corjioral punishments:# af)<.di.shefl in the navy 
would nyire readily effect* their by removiijp: tlie 

cause? — Most undoubtedly ; #the most pfunfui*part of mj 
duty has been the intliction of ^^nnisfinuTit eausetl h^' 
drunkenness.” — C{/jjt E. P. B^ento^.^K N, - 
► “ Are you aware tlmt^j^fie Jiouse ol^Barin^^a'j^iE a vessfl 

called the Alexander *lhiring, from London C;«iton, at 
the ojiening of the China trade? — 1 am.» 

“ Do you* know^ lhat she wem ouf, in wnitalion^of the 
American shi})s, without any spirits on board ?^— I hel/hve 
many vessels go without spirifs on board ; I helie\^‘ the* 
best*resiilts lyive proceeded from ii* 1 ha^’ se^n a letter 
from thd captain of a vessel which I chartered froni Dan^c 
to New ^uth Wales. D«uring the time his yrew were at 
pantzic, there were som#of*thera in gaol, in cojiseqi^ei^e 
of insuhftrdiTiation, frSin ^Ije facility of j?rocuring •spirits. ^ 
llie captain writes, that since they ha\m arrived at the 
,§ound they are^ ni tlie^ best of health, ano they are per- 
feetjy /ec'^ncilcd to th^? privation of s])irits, and he did *t 
antJteipatd any trouble from thpm. 
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‘Do you know that the'AIexandei j^aring performtfdwV^ 
‘rema^liably successful and harmoniov.^ voya^ej ^in 
quence o£ the absence^ of spirits froni^the ship dare 
say she might ; tf^^re is gyeat preferenc^e in favi^^u^bf it^ 
— Arthur Willis^ Esq. See also the t-vidence Of Sir E- * 
Codrir^qton, on the use of ardent Sjnrits in the Nai^. 
Note. eH 


Note E. 

Injurious in^lueni e of iRirELiGious S?!1 lors abroad. 

“ Two days before ttie murderous attempt tV^.t I have 
^‘ust ^escril^qd, the saipfe party of abandoned men, counte- 
danced and uphel^-by their ckptain and officers, and armed 
\«4;h knives and pistols, laftded, under the piratical flag, 
and ofitir^'d^Us terma.Vor spa.ing^the life of the missionary, 
that he ^l{^^st ..<»’etra<jt his inr>trubti6ns in respect to the ’ 
seventh* ^oynnandinent. But tlft? inissiofi'ary being Arm, 
they* seemed oif the point of fulfilling their diabolical 
threat^-, when \iis dev^tet'l wife rushed between her hus- 
^band and (he ruffians beforp her, and by her affecting ap- 
peal tojtheir. compassion as men, and* by her heroic deter- 
mination to suffer with her husband than betray the 

they served, , with difficulty prevented their 
bloody pv.rp^'se. To this effect' was *her heroic 'appeal: — 
‘i'cqne here,’ ^aid she, ‘with m^v life in my hand, and 
my huSband is «ny protector;* K you sViy him, you shall 
slay me also : ajj41 we will lay down our lives ra^kher than 
op^jose the commandgiient of God^j who \wfL said, “ Be y#^ 
pd^.’” At this crisis the natives fUshed in, aifd rescued 
thorn from their perilous condition. And when again they 
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*^med to thtij fuffian de/gn, agafti were they resdu^fd 
bj^We.kjifKfer-hear^d heathen, who, with a noble -virtue, 
unSno^n to these degraded Britons, armed thfjjnselves to 
'the |i/^i|ii 1 t of fjiree thousand raen, * ifi readiness to seize 
the ship* and rnalne prisoners of the crew, should another 
.i^utrage of the kind be attejnpted!’ Great God jf,m#cy ! 
have pity upc^i our poor deluded sailors, a^id wheieai» they • 
irave sg oil time been a* curse an^ong the heathen, make 
them now^a blessing 1 ^ . • • 

“ Another c‘^f^ is *011 record, »;vhen tliie orews d several 
Engivli and American, whalers, acting in ^concert, landed 
at the t^n of Lahaina, with the Express object carry- 
ing off yi^males to their ships; » practice ^xpress^ prcr* 
hibite^ by th*e law the land. But 'thiftre being ^mor*^' 
virtue among these poor islaiiders, than amp^ig British 
American Christians, all the •femalt^ in a ptpiilttion of 
• four thousand souls, fi^d- *0 tjie mouijtains, wljf*ri they re- 
mained for several days without regular food, |ind •without 
any shelter, as the only means of avoiding that ^uik and 
dishonour wliich those abaiidonej^ iinen de*sire(> to« entail 
upon them ! In the meantime the misguided fjpamen^ 
yrowled about the i^wn and neiglibourhood, tike J^eaists of 
prey, trampling upon the jrights oi* the nativps/^ breaking 
open hc^uses, stealing the hogs and poultry of ^hg 
ary, (who was himself ptovidentiall^ absent') i^nd coin- 
igiitting a variety of other Vifiton and reveiigeful, outragt«>! 
And all *this violence, aoc 6 mplished by^a peoplft from 
Christiai^ lands, the exemplary natives with Christian 
^tience and ^ fo^bearaiifje, knowing that it was ‘ for righ|p- 
ous»e.ss’ sijfce they were called to suffer.’” * g 

“•fn another instance, which- occurretf in October, 
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tl1e^(?rew of an Kngfish whaler carried* bff several woufeti^ 
from ibahaina* Their captain, who supported them v^is 
violation o,^ the law^ being on shore, was taken hold^'Of ^nd 
detained, as a ho.^age for the safety of 4he feiyalV«; oiw 
which the ship fired upon the place, and many balls fell at 
the%)ack, of the town ! * Thq captain was then released,, 
unde*, tke promise of making what restitutijii was in his 
poVvor, for the painful, violence* done to the jociety of*a 
virtuous# island ; but instead of so doing he made sail from 
tlip plac*v‘, and carried awaj the females tlj^t had unhappily 
ventured themselves o;i»so ungodly an invitation. « 

“ These facts, my dedr brethren, 1 have tbouglvj^ it prope/ 
to bring before you, both as proofs of the statements I 
previously made^^g you, and i^lso as warnings to those whc» * 
fiwght be tempted to, transigress after a similar manner. 
Tliese *-ilnngs havii\^^’ «ccuiFed in the most distant part of 
the worlJjA^l^ut 1*^000 mHQS,VnJiie most direct course,* 
from odi^ncitive land — in islands d)ut rece,Vitly known to be 
in eMstence — aii^l being done, as it were, in an obscure 
corner,— the hardy, vi<4iat^>rs of the law of Gfod and man 
littlv /Ireatned that their sad abominations should be 

9 

brough^lo light. But the providence? of Uod, as a check 
upon simi^iaK outrages,* lias cauj^d the things^done in'dark- 
.exhibited in the light, and the deeds' .^done in 
the dista/jt .corners of the globe' to bd proclaimed upon the ' 
house-tops at home ! The detailed accounts of the trans- 
action! have b|*,en piiblishea'^ ahroaM bcy;h in' Aifjcrica and 
England; and ^tj.e names of the ships and their^ captains, 
which the outrages were cominitted, hjjye been held'ijp 
tortile world both as a chastiscm*'nt to thenj., and ^ that 

* Boston Missionary ITerU'M, lor September, 182<S, p. 27(1. 
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otlier» might feart ’ Let, then, the .violators of the 'salii- 

f * • 

taj y iav»s» of the SAndwich Islands, and the other islands 
of tile /^^acific, remember, t^^at these is a voice flj*iiig on the 
Vings offthe wi’lid, audible fitoni thcn(/e to the shores of 
Eastern America dnd Britain, and proclaiming their mis- 
ifoings to the world ! ” — DifKOurses to Seamen, by Hie licv^ 
W. Scoresby* Chaplain of the Mariners’ Church, Liver- 
pool, ^'C. 

Note 

Savings' JIanks an(), .Asvluais. 

. • I • 

On th'yVvidence of Sir E. Codrihgtpn on i^syliAas, and 
of Captain E. P. Brenton, R.N., on Savings^ ♦BankI and 
* Asylums, the report ^f the *Shipwreck.y* Committee, call^ 
attention to “ The preservatioh of the health, strength, afifl 
moral ch^iracter of seaman, Mdiich ‘a^ material ‘efemeiHs 
’ill the efficiency of ships’ x.rews, and tend lessen the 
risk of shipwrecifs, by th6 establishment of Savings’ BanJcs 
for the wages of seainen, and As^luing fo?" the reception ojf 
the men and their effects, either Ih ships to iJe ifioofed 
afloat, adapted to their reception, or in buildings tfl’ectedi 
(in shore ; for the purpose of saving these seame«, Us far 
as may be found practicable, from the mls(?ry*and de- 
gradaticii into which they are S 9 constantly plunged aniHiSt 
immediately after their retjirn from se?^ when,.beibg made 
intoxicated, and sometimes stupified by ,^rugs,* thoy* ar^ 
rojpbed and plunchjred by crimps who mfcke them their 
vigtims, cind who Jiold them in actual boiA'^ge till all their 
\.sages are dryhied froii/ them, when«they arc often tak^j* 
in a state ^6f intoxication to a ship, of th^ officers and cr#w 
of wliich they know nothing ; 'dnd their advance of w^^es* 
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iristeafd of being apjili^d to 'the purchas^ ‘of an outfit fot ^ 
the voyage, is seized by their original ♦betrayer foi^ a' ri^il 
or pretended debt iijcurr^id while in his cust/)dy.” 

Note G, 

Registry Offices. 

I 

I am jaware, indeed, that the evidence of some of the 
parties fexamirfed,^ was hostile to tKe i-sfablishment of 
Registry offices, on the* ground that the classificatijn of 
the mep^ would lead to litigation, as far as the t^tains are 

’ ♦ I \ ' 

aoncQjrned, pv cause e:5tfreme hardship to the m(^n. But 
•’t. seems to md'^at the objt^ction would be entirely ob- 
viaied by making their claiifii to character depend not so 
much dh" o«^i testii^tirty or’cert^ficates as on th6 grounds 
enumeratt^d ^at^nage ^ 1 3. 

t *' 

, «• « 

“ iilow is it th€? custom for each man, when he quits the 
service-, td ask for a #=ei^;ificate of fidelity of service, to 
,secttre»>a reputation on bo^rd the next? — I do not think 
it is generally practised, though 1 havb informed the mep 

i Si *' 

they couja Valb it. r 

Committee tp understand it is your c opinion 
such a practice would be desirdble ?~Most undoubtedly.” 
yjfy. •»-(/. Woodroife, 

“ Suppose a^y^gister office, established by the , authority 
of Government, to w,hich captainst' could aijldy and find,^ 
suf)ply of men, do not you believe 'that the skilful, seber, 
t^rJ.^-conducted seaman would be glad of such an ojipor- 
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tunity as that would present, to hav? a registry of the mer, 
hi A th .‘i:: fitness and good character, so as to make them 
desfrai ie to such captain** as we;e in want of men ? — No 
doubt tlie best men would be glad to avail themselves of 
such an offer.”— ihfr. C, Purnell. 


“ Would it not be of the highest advantage to the cap- 
tain, and conduce to the benefit of the service, that he 
should ha.e the meaiis of provii'g, not only the *’’'ill and 
competency but the character of the men? — Certainly; 
and so it ir a dine qua non. \ 

“ Yo’ think some institution similr** to the one you dc- 
scribe, governed by some person to whom '•omptHency 
of the men should be known, should Ij in every p^rt oi 
Great Britain ? — Yes, there should bo one in everv one of 
our ports, where the men should go, v here their charactors 
should be known and their names re gisterc s'/and brought 
forward or kept back according to their good oi- bad certifi- 
cates from t^\e last ship .” — Captain F, P. Brenton^ B,N. > 


“ But they never go to sea In that state ?— No. 

“ ^.n addition to the remedy you advise of foianing a 
new hari)our, do any other remedies suggest tlieniselves 
your nnnd, either as applying to that or as ,tb "any ofner 
subject connected with th^s inquiry ?-ilt has lohg*occurred 
10 me that a general ffice of registration would Jfe de- 
si-able. The shipowners of Liverpool haVe shown them- 
selves dLposed to adopt a system of that »ort ; they once 
attempted to establish a registratioif, by giving the men 
characters or certificates when they left* the vessel, Un^cr 
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^he patronage of the Shipowners’ Association an office 
was established, and that office delivered to evcr^ vcsi^el, 
on its arrival in the port, a paper (a printed form) i ’ MJtiich 
was entered the njmes ol tiie crew and ihe peU} officers, 
and opposite to their names a statement of what their 
conduct iiad been. 

“Supposing there to be shipowners, who are not so 
exact in the examinaticai of the characters of the men, 
and shipped such men as can be had, do not you 
Liimk that it desirable for the public good, and for the 
safety of the property, and for the safety o^ the lives 
embarked, that such shipowners should be cohi^^elled to 
ship their through a register office, for the sake of 
me preservation of life and of piopcrty 1 believe it 
would effect a great saving of property and life ; I will 
state an instance where I was instrumental in procuring 
the mate of vessei; the niace tbit had been before en- 
gaged le’t the ship, and one was wanted upon the instant 
of the ship going to sea. Tlie only one to be found who 
waj at all fit to perfom* the duties of a mate was taken 
on board ; he proved to be a very drunken character, and 
w ould not have beei' employed had his character bee i 
known. The vessel was burnt, and it was attributed to 
him, solejy to his bad conduct. 

Do not you thh,k, in fact, it would expose the captain 
to the liability jf a succession o^ harassing prosecution.^ 
if he were coihnelled to register a Wiitten character of 
every individual composing his crew, at the personal I'isk 
of having an action brought against him, if that character 
were in any instance erroneous ? — I think, if the chaiacter 
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Vere given^ by *the* captain, and h\g 5rst and second' mal^, 
tMaf tlfeje would security that the character would be a 
just^9jie.^ 

“ Ai^tehara^er in which *tl]fe threej should concur, you 
'tjjink, there youfd be strong presumption of its being a 
•just one ? — Yes ; 1 think ifr would be a sufficient gaarantee. 

Do you *think it unjust that a servant shoulS loTse the 
opportfiniiy of being employed hy linothdr, in consequence 
of his bad charactef? — I do nmt think a seatntn would 


receive a bad*cllaracter fropi ftie’mastA* dhd mafes 


vessffi, if^be really wefc not very ^ 

“ ‘^ou propose that the ckaj^acter sJiouM not be 
given the seamen, but entered* jn the reg^^Jer office?*— 
Yes, where a master*of a vessel should have the poiyei^jf 


referring to it. 

“And* distinguishing Jjetviffeen %ol/er anf (Jbuhlfen men, 
and men of othcrwi.^ go«i4 or bad icharacter ? — Yes, and 
between ordinaVy and aUle seamen ; men oftei) ship as j^ble 


seamen why are only ordinary sgame^i, dihd who, froi^l idle- 
ness or some other cause, would he glad to ship Iffie yext 


voyage as ordinary seamen. 

“^Do you think such a registration .office wK)uld*cdriduce 
to make better men, inasnuch as they ^onlfL be more 
carefuj^in their conduct? — Iijasmuch as th^fsar of not 
getting ships would keej^lhem in or^pr.” — Mur, John Pym: 



182 


NOTES. 


Note H. 

Sir Edward Codrington’s EvirffiNCE before the s^itECT 
Committee on Shipwrecks. 

j 

Frotn^your experience as ar officer of the navy, what 
shouki y6\i consider to be the greatest impediment in the 
way of the improvement of the character of Ss^air^en ge- 
nerally ?- .-The supplying them with liquor, certainly. 

1 ou chink that to be a pernicious praCir-e, even in the 
navy ? — Greatly so ; \ ocnceive almost all the punishrients 
to arise f*om that circumstance. 

, , “i. 

“ T!:e qi^ruitity which* is deemed safe to serve, out on 
L-'^rd, ship is*"' so much more thpn is proper for the 
gbr.orality of persons, that it produces a tendency to insub- 
ordinatiBn P-J— 1 think it far t^/O much for any body ever so 
much accustomed to*” it, and ''''iftaiqiy amply sufficient to 
make people drunk that were not accustomed to it. 

“ Lo you think' it would be advisable that the naval au- 
thoriFmo snouli discortmue that supply, and substitute 
somG other article in its stead? — Certainly: I, as a naval 
man, greatly, lament that, out of what" I understand to be 
a principle cf economy, they n^ver even give beer in har- 
bour, as they used to do, but always liquor instead. There 
is no dorbtit is a convenience iu going to sea, be cause you 
lakel^ss for the same purpose. You can get water every 
where, and therefore take less stowage than you would re- 
quire in taking,^ teer, some of which is spoiled but the 
(IL'advantage to the and dreipline, of the navy,' in 

my "opinion, far overbalances the paltry economy vrhich 
this system. 
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“Does it not result from the yse of spirits, that soipe 
poSicfc^of the cAw is rendered less efficient, and that 
there|is a diminution of fhe actual strength «)f the ship’s 
cornpaiXin caffes of emergcmc^ ? — Gjeatly so. In conse- 
■cjuence o\ th^e hlbit of having grog, and the effect it has 
‘upon many^good seamen,* I have been deterred from em- 
ploying the fittest men for shore expeditions, ^pon that 
very a<;cdfint, because I could nf)t*trust fhem. 

“ Yoiiiwere afraid that they would get intcft^j^ted, and 
then lose their<tenle of duly Yes. 

“^re jou aware that any e4l>^iinenis pave oeen triey 
to subgtijRite other arjkicl^ in oth?r i^ips th^n tUhse of the 
navy, guch as coffee, chocolate, tuid so on \^lis on a 
committee of officers, of wlflch the late Lord Exi?B>nth#^ as 
the head, when we determined to recommend that half flie 
then quantity of liquor, thalf was ’gtven sljoil!d*fie substi- 
tuted with tea and sygar /aund although one o&cer in the 
House of Commons chose to say, that it p^olmtly wpuld 
create a mutiny, I believe that,no pieSsure that hfts e^^er 
been propounded has ever giv^n* groater sati^acfton,than 
that has done. 

“Will you state what was the original qi^uffity for 
which this •was substituted ? — The origiiflll •(jfyintity was 
half ypint per head daily, h^lf a pint of raw ^spirits ; we 
reduced ft to a quarter oY a pint, aqd then, ^unfortunately 
►the alteration of the measures increased ^t, I believi*,*afou't^ 
qne-fifth* which •fifth pff)^?ably occasioned a mail bein*^ 
drunk wjien he plight have escaped it. 

• “ You think it woult be perfectly sate, as lar as tneiqis- 
cipiine of the ship i5 concerned, and^ not lead to thg ap- 
preliended mutiny, if the quantity was reduced s^jJJ^&i^ ? 
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— I am fully persuaded that it might be aon^ with very 
great safety, and with very great benefit ; and I lelieve 
that it would not be^ difBlfcult toa. inculcate upon th«^ sea- 
man's mind the benefit he ^liihself would de*rive fy" nt it. 1 
should state that the original reason for girin'^ liquor to 
ships’ com{)anies .was to p»*event ‘the effects of scurvy ; but 
since, the improvement in the supplies to the navy of lime- 
juice, and in the mode* cf preserving health, tlierd* is no 
iiecess’^^' *^'ir any siich expedient, and ‘therefore iC remains 

**«t *■ '''■j 

..1 injury instea/^ of a good. « ‘ 

“Besides the ill, effects \vlilch drinking spirits prodffices 
at sea, in relaning th< discipline, ana diminishing the effi- 
ciency *bf company, is it not, in your opinion, the 

coillinVied habits of drinking grog whiefh leads to those ex- 
cesses aiid extfat^agances committed by seamen on shore? 
— Certainly; I will give a 'late * extraordinary and very 
striking ^nstgnce'of if; in the lately commanded 
by my soi:? ho gave two of his best men 'leave to go on 
shore at Alicant, and those two men were murdered for the 
sake*^ of robbing thehi, ^itfAout any possibility of redress, 
(fwing t6 the laxity of the la</s there. , 

“Werd'the men themselves intoxicated? — Theyvvero* 
seen in a'^state of intoxication *in the streets. Another 
instance of’tSie effects on shore occurred in an expt Ution, 
which 1 r^^member, i» the war upon the coast of Spain, 
where, 'after the crfficer commanding, had been, completely* 
^juccessful in hi# ^opposition to the end^my, the enemy 
'knowing the weakness of British seamen, le^t liquoi in thejr 
wa^ by which means they got drudk, and the destruction 
of life was qqite horrible in consequence ; they were-Me- 
feateo,* d it was quite horrible the. effects of it. 
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Have these iM)t been sdfeie instances in which, when 
liate takej^ place, the easy access that at such* a 
time Aad by seamen to the spirit-room, has Igd to the ge- 
• nerftl intf xicatiyn of the crew, ^nd subsequent loss of life ? 
— I shoiA consider, that in almost ali such cases, the first 
/;9nduct omtlfe part of the bad men in the ship^ jrould be 
to get at tlie liquor, and that eVen thel^est n»n, feeing 
Hiat exaniple before thean, and bging exhausted their 
exertions in endeavouring to pump ou^ the slvp, or other 
means of savingjthe*vessel, woitld partake »f the 1SqStfr>.^d 
becqp:ie drunk also ; but thai^i^ the genei^l consequence' 
•of liquor ^eing on ho^ when Vjips ^et ashor«L and are 
wreck^. 

“ Then since, in proportion as the Ship is^jpltt^l in, a 
dangerous situation, it requires the, greates^t* energies otail 
the crewf any such circumstagce a| •^hat diiflihishifig those 
energies and lessening tK^r efi^icieiyy, must bt> attended 
with fatal consequences |o all on board ? — Ceftjyifly ; and 
moreover it destroys at once all discipline, upon wliig^i not 
only the sal^ty of the vessel ma^ jle’jpend,* but «thjg safety 
of the lives of the people after the vessel has been w|;eoked.^ 

“ Then as an ofScer yourself, if you werg to ^at into 
such*a situation, you woul^ probalJly be \iiry, (fbsirous of 
staving Sll thp linnnr and thrnwin«y it into thp sea — (loif 

tainly.^ 

“ Supposing, then, that Spirits are not necessary buUpiSr • 
nicious, do nftt you thiftk ^ twould be botl^ a very litimane 
ariU a very politic regulation that, in sHSps in the navy, 
only a small quantity slyuld be supplied as stores, to ^e, 
used^ under the discretion of the commander, in cases of 
extreme necessity, and the hajjjtual use*of it ITe altogejji<># 
R S 
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di|tontinued?~CertaifiJ|^; that is precfseJf my opinioif 
that a certain quantity should be there if wantefi;t(|S0rr? 
out whenevoi; he saw^a real necessity for if, and thatJoine 
other equivalent should bet given to the c^ew sc^ls to'Ve- 
concile them to the difference ; and my opinion/is, that if 
such an arrangement were to taM place, and were en-^, 
tered Vor^'the ships under that arrangement, ^t would be 
productive of gr^at hapj^iness, gleat advantage 4 in , discip- 
line, and Vrteat consent throughout thq. whole of the navy. 

-n. - • ’• • 

. , r tJo you thiiik that a tiilie of peaoj, i)[; which the vo- 
luntary entry of sean^efi place, is peculiarly advan- 

tageous for introducing such a i emulation ? — 4lost cer-' 
ta'lnly.^becajjje they en),ist as vdiunteers, and they would 
aarset,to chat principle as volutiteers. 

** And, under, such circumstances, would they not con- 
ceive it*a d<,privation*of any existing privilege? — On the 
contrary, they would ,lsoon find* that* it was a most advan- > 
tageous * arrcyngemeiit for themselv3S ; I cqald mention an 
ipstaftoe of one rtiaii particularly. Even in sight of the 
en^my,* I ’have allowed <fhat man to*" go on* shore upon 
tleavh, knowing that he wo^ld not get drunk, and know- 
ing r cruld • trust him. Whenever f have seen in a fo- 
reign por/;%hat‘’i could trust meji in that way, .1 have always 
allowed them to go on shore, with perfect satisfaction that 
they would- come on board andr do their duty without any 
lliing oWroKg whatever ; whereas, V I knew a man was even 
doubtful as to whether he wotild dfhik op getfmg* on shore, 

I have necessarily been obliged to refuse him this indul- 
giuce. 

jJ‘lSo that your means of employing your crew tc^ the 
TSesk adpntage were considerably cramped by the appre- 



KOHS. 


187 


(tension you had •n your luKid, as tcf thd liability of ccr^n 
%iieu p gA intoxicated ?— Certainly. 

“•In*cases in which men hav§ libe/ty in sl^ps of war to 
go*on skore % a certain* tiipc, are there not many cases in 
which, lAd they#been sober, they wcAiId have returned to 
ffieir timAbtit getting dgink they are very likejji to be se- 
duced away and led to desertion, whici! wouldinol other-# 
Vise ^av§ taken place ?-*-In almoijt all cases they wdhld re- 
turn, because peoplp that are dissatis|led with pr without 
reason, you d^o j;iot#iiidulge thtm with Jeave to g# oVi’^li^ire, 
forj'ear they will desert; but if fou kn^ that men are^ 
satisfied^nd have rj.acod to be Jatisifed, you can have no 
doul/ of their returning to the ship,*to the sjtuatioc wl\pre 
they are better off than in *ny other situation jf ^hey 

are in their senses at the tiijie. \ have h!id the best men 
under my command, peoplecvho,^ii accoUtiUo^lfieir good 
conduct and sobriety, li^e become my^owii boat’s crew, 
without any officer *evy to look after them^ J[«have had 
those men seduced by means of liquofc and le^ to/lesert. 
Those meif have tkken the first^oppRrmnfty ofeeterning to 
me, giving me as the reason for their desertion, tjiai they 
were made drunk,%ind did not know what they m'r® about. 

^ Therefore, considerir^ that ^very i«an^ l^ho deserts’ < 
from ttie navy must have his place supplied, and considW^"^ 
ing tne f xpense of*the system of impressmehj:, by which in * 
time of war men have ieei! obtaineS, you tliiijk th^ ft is# 
not only pernicious, *Riit, a* very false economy as»regard| 
Expenditure ? — Certainly. 

'• “ As*it applies to the merchant service, in which fewe/ 
men are taken from .the necessity of greater economy, do 
you not*think that the habij of drinkTug wltich prevaflsdW) 
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generally with sailors ‘often destroys the#, eflwiency ol the:, 
crew, who are few in number? — There no dcJ\]tot<pf.iW 
We meet w^th vessels the masters of which are 'totally 
unable to navigate them in §afety* and they ^ome to us, •-as 
officers in the navy, 4o take those men on, board /man-of- 
war in consequence, and to beg t],iat we will ^iv^ them iiP 
•ferior wienrin theif stead, ^ho will not get drur/fc. 

“ Is"it your opinion th|it in caset of vessels rurY?inp foul* 
of each o^iei from js^ant of a good loojc-out, and going on 
shore, 'froiii steering a^bad comse, and other gccidents which 
occasion shipwrecks, that suck instances arise ffom 

the drunkanness of ^omcfbody, eltke^ the of&cers^or men? 

T . « « 

— mqst ins^pnces. 

“ Ar^^'’5?aaware that in the merchant service it is the 
custom to remit* the duty upop spirits that are shipped in 
large qua^itit^s'-for the^ivje ot the crew ? — I do not know 


in tlie mer(Siiant service-. 

'' *' 

“ Suppt^ii/]^ it to be the case, should yom think that the 
grantin(i; such addik’onal facilities to vessels shipping large 
quai;^titie^ o£ spirits wtujd be desirable *to be Stopped ? — 
(Jertaknly ; it would be very advantageous to the merchant 
service ^instead of carrying liquor, the*/ were obliged to 
cake out privjsi^ns whi3n would,, give strength^and he^th 


li^-the people, a practice that may now be very® easily 
adopted in^cgnscquence of the pr/)visioks in tin CE^gesV pro- 
rvisifc/ns whicji 1 m^self^ as an adlnirW have constantly taken 
yvith grtat advantage, and which ailSmy recoriimondation 


have been adopted 'm the navy for the purposes of the sickj’ 
\^d^.which I have reason to believe^may be supplied fully 


as cheap as you can get fresh provisions in most places 

I • 

wfeere ships g6 to. 
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“.You^tjiink that the expense,*whether it be more w 
less, .which is incurred for supplying spirits to merchant 
ships, would be much bitter lafd out in the purchase of 
those J^ftolesome provisions, *to the exclusion of spirits, ex- 
*capt in veW Sfnalf quantities ? — Better for the owner, better 
*for the ma^er and office^, bettar for tha ere w,*^n(^ better 
^or the health and safety^ of the vessel* ^ ^ 

“ Yhur^ experience since you "liave been on shore and 
resident hi London fias furnisljed you with oppcf^’C.- •ties of 
seeing the character and •condition of merchant seamei* 
that* frequent this port ?-. There many instances thsft 
come ^efore me of tlie ijl effects o^ liquor*upon that un- 
fortunate CI 4 SS of men. Perhaps I may gfro.,the Com- 
mittee one instance •of what has come to# my ownVilf>w- 
• • • * • 

ledge lately. I understand it in thig way, t^iat ijian paid 
off by ticket, I believe at, Gravesend^ met with crimps \fho 
induced him to drink, 'andThat after iTavin^ drnj:ik^ certain 
portion, he was* what is* called drugged, tlnft he had 
laudanum cf some ileleterious maternal put ii^o the grdfe 
he was drinking, so as to occasihn* complete stupefact/on ; 
in this instance it^produced %nadness. An old seaman,* 
•whoihas the management of a disttessed S|il 6 rs^ asylum to 
which ^ belong, was sent for to the station-hou^e to seg^ 
what ^uld be done^with this taan. He found liirn there 
stark naked, handcuffed, ^nd, lashed lly different *rope^s jpr 
flhe sake of preventinjjp his ^oing mischief to hiins^f and 
others. Upon hft appearing more pacifi*ed by the sight ^ 
of Jiis buother seaman, they began to loose him, and as 
S(K>n as he found himself sufficiently loosened he rap^Ts 
heaj-at tips seaman and broke in his ntse and very neai’lj^ 
killed him. He was thep relasKed, and conveyed, 4^ biflieve, < 
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to 'Guy’s Hospital, where he was put into a cell and treated^ 
as a maniac. From that situation he had the dp^terity, 
by means of the linds th&t open^ the window, to get ug to 
the window ; he brol^e out, 6y*means of his hands ^nd legs, 
the whole of the frame of the window, and^gof upon t^e 
ledge outside. Pe broke„the whole of the wiipows of the* 
mad ^ells all the way along. He then got upon the roof 
of the house. The pofioe were sent for ; he ne^irly threw 
one off thd roof of the house before thew could se- 

>iure him, and, how long he continued iif that state I am 
l.ot quite aware, bu| I ImoWiia^continued in that stafe of 
madness, entirely from what hadTJ^n put in ftis ^iquor,* 
for aftejrwardL I mentioned the circumstance 

to Colonel Ro\5^an, and he inquired, •and had a very parti- 
cular in^estigaj^on of life case. I believe this is only one 
of«a number of instances where thr same thing takes place, 
except tjiat/he \lrugd in question da not so often produce 
actual maltntss as they do that sthpefactioi which enables 
the crimp to kqep p j*ssescion of the pian, an^ to do with 
hiSl' what he pleased, f uCiderstand that in many instances 
*the mail is taken possessionof by the c^imp, and so robbed 
and retained b^him tiV some ship wants a fresh crew^ and 
.Jhe is theil aflowed to become sober enough to be conducted 
as one of *tlie crew of another ship for the same piypose. 

So that -the unVappy men,^'gfter having eatned their 
wages^by exposure to the elements^ and all the hardships 
incident to sucll p, life, have liiardly enfcred into harbour 
^before, from the first evil step of being ipade dr^.ink, they 
bb^ome the victims of robbers an\l plunderers, who keep 
thftm in a s^ate of slavery till, being exhausted, they are 
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tent^to sea to acquire more money^again? — That is exactly 
the pr!)^ess which •[ believe takes place very commonly. 

“Do you «ot think tliat it iS the* duty of the nation, 

' seeing rf?ie helffless and unpl’ofected condition of seamen 
in^that rekneqt, ti depart a little from the general rule of 
^permitting \^ery body to do as they please, and e:jercise 
something like a parental care over this^ valuable aijd im- 
portant clfiss of men ? — I believe; as economy is the order 
of the day, it would be the best economy that nation 
could exercis®;*^for I believe that a vast nuf^iber of seamen 
havd been what is called ‘ burkeJ,** uiidei» those circuiri* 
'stances; i mean killed for the purpose of plunder, and 
their nodies sold; so that, either fiving. or (^cd.^they are 
constantly sold, and »11 originating in the itfe of liqumf ^ 

“ Do you think it desirable *that tlie Govejaimeqtf and the 
shipowners, and the Sipiety of iMerchants cqllectivriy, 

^ should be united, if they ctJuld be prdvaileti uppn go to do, 
to form asylum*, and apVoprljJ^te places of rtfsiSence, &nd 
to get the |nen thpre as speedily a# possible ^after thetr 
discharge, and thus keep them ^parafed from those 
ejices which you l^ve described?— I think it would not 
^nlj^ be advantageous to the country, buj 1 ^^ceive it 
1 would be a proper duty on the part of Governiftent, corv 
sideriiyj that this maritime nation is mainly d^p*endent for 
all its hajjpiness upon sejmeji. Taking the whole ext<yit 
«f the class. I believe -that it would be ^ne of tl4 best 
nqeasures for the general good of the cotmiry that Govern- 
ment coitfd possibly adopt, because, by that means, if they 
wjere to make it *a Govefnment measure, these people vyould 
nev«f be subject to the effects that I mention, — the pofvej; 
of &ie crimps to lead tiem into those horrid sikii«tio»is. 



192 NOTES. 

V. 

• *“ Would not such an, object be greatly facilitated by M 
establishment of a register office, tbrobgb which, seamen 
might be shipped, add means*, of which men might be 
taken into employment aftdr a reasonable period cif« liberty 
had been enjoyed by them, so as to fit^out^shjps, and do 
that which is nQW done .by the* riggers and ^mpers, and" 
thus become more attached to the particular vessel, and 
to certain officers, than they now are, in the sub den man- 
ner ij;^fl*>^*ich they are put on board vessels, aied sailing 
-<i!i3er officers wliom they know nothing ?*— If it is prac- 
Vicable to cstablisl\ a- register, I should certainly, think* so ; 
but I am aware that^ under the present circuidetances, if 
is diiAcu}^ ifo get, seanien into that regularity, thVigh I 
do^inHdoubt tjiat if the effects of licfuor could be removed 
they mi^ht sopn be brought io find the advantage of regis- 
teffing themselves for tfiat purpose. 

“ Haj it^ not’ fallefii within y\jur observation that in all 
seaports df ‘Any size, whether na'fdl ports ir mercantile, as 
fiiear as possible^ to tljf spots where saijors lan^, numbers of 
p^lic-iiouses are cblle^itdd together, and stand as so many 
traps and nets to catch tlnem with the utmost speed ? — 
Certainly^, in all our ^oaports, and even in foreign ^owiif 
.to which* British ships trade. 

“ Should ‘you think it aai undue or unjustifiably inter- 
ference ^ith the liberty of the subject, that some- limitation 
shoulg be placed to the number o^ such places, and mo^e 
restraint exerci^e^ over them th*an is now by the ‘police ? — 
Certainly, if practicable. 

"'•‘ Do not you conseder that in dhse of bad water at sga, 
a timall qustutity ^f liquor may be* useful ? — That ijr one 
reason ^''hy I think a cefthin quantity of liquor should 
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be ieft^to*the decision of the captain ; but it is very easy 
to prevent ev^n having b^d wate^ on board a siiip ; I should 
say tl^i duriiig the wholes cf the war I never had bad 
, water,” 

Note 7. 

fenucATioN; — N autical and Infant Sc;;i(jOLs. 

“What is^tl e slate of , discipline j/nd*good iftidersia" fl- 
ing between the men f — It is bad *ir^ the foreign trade. 

“ But .better in the coasting trs^de ? — I^ do* not think 
ther/is any discipline in* any tra^. 

“ Do you think it wouM be advantageous to' L’^vfv en- 
acted by law an established tode of discipline for meifchint 
seamen*, and masters, ^nd «lfficers f — I thmK if would be 
better to bring it abdut i*'directly aiVl wiUiout legislation. 

“ Have youjconceived any mode by which couy be 
arrived at indirectly, and be at^the^ sai-fie time obligatory ?^ 
— Cheap education, I think, wqili Save a goJd «ffer^'on 
apprentices who aife not free,^ 

^ “ Are the boys Vho go to sea jn the coastings tAde ge- 

nerally deficient in reading and writing ?— -^fhe ijwest class 
enter ft. ***** * I also^ think there ought to be^a 
nautical education dpen t» the poorest apprentice at a low 
^rate of cost. The gresfi: cfiange which ||as taken pkic^ in“ 
the working of i^ips" bears^on this ; fonaerly the^md u|i 
for two months in the winter, and the boys had then aif 
. opportunity of going ^ school, but now they work aljgjhe 
yeaj round, and there is no opportunity. 

Hav^ you any further suggestions to ofier to the (?orfl- 
mittee which you^ thfiik would be advaptergeout to b^ 
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adopted? — I think the opening of the* means ' o'f theap 
education in all maritime kowns wpuld be advfintageous. 

“ What kind of education f-* A nautical education, simi- 
lar to that taught in ihe schools at Green^.ich.”-— ilfr. JoAn 
A7iderson\% 

' “ Havir/g described those evils so forcibly/ do any re- 

medies'" suggest themselves to your mind as likely to* 
abate th^ij — The imost likely remedy, one that would 
the foot ‘ihe* evil, anh njost effdcti^ l,^would be to 
bfing up boys foj the naty in a different way. i 

“ Do yoU think thjt training-ship for the ^iierchant 
service <*vould^ be desirable? — YeJsj the merchant anu| the 
maryietfflfSy be taken together, according to the plan I 
hale *iaid down. • * 

“^That boys ^brought *jp fot the^ coasting service should 
be sent the^re? — 7'hey^ire very bsiily brought up, and very 
inefljcicnfi)^ ejjucated, in fact, they, have nj education at 
alf; tht first things^ they learn are to drink grog and chew 
tobbCCOj’^iftiout whic^ do not think they are men, 
and Whon they have learned j;hat, they are no longer men, 
but bedst% 

^ WouU^ V^u propose that regulations should be framed 

^15y the legislature for the government of such ships, in 
order that the boys he trained# in a* different ,wajf*? — I 
‘ should ^ecommei^ as little Icgislalfion as possible upon the^ 
fubjec? for an aiCt of Parlianfea*; verjf diffifcuk to get 
\trell carried through; but if there were a training-ship*, 
wb^fp there is accommodation for 1|.000 boys, let them Ue 
properly trained, and the captains of the merchant service 
Will fljr to us ior tho*se boys. . 

“ Om whcjiii ^ould the expense bf the institution fall ? 
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— On the parishrs; there are 15,000 parishes and more 
in England ; each parish migh* suppoH ono boy ; if the 
naval sbrvice ‘^oes not want th?m the merchant service will, 
and that would quite supersede the Inecessity of impress- ' 
ment ; but cliaracter should be every thing ; expulsion from 
the navy and the merchant service should be their punish-* 
ment.”— Captain E, P. Brenton^ R. N. 

Note K. 

SAlLC/ilS DISPOSED TO BE AS* -.^BOVIDENT AS* OTHERS. 

“ So that, on the average, every seaman’^in. Newcastle, 
Tynemouth, and Shields, not belonging to the 6cJiety, 
pays *205. per head ; and those who belong to th® society 
pay about 2/. per head*’ — Yes, men and boys pay 205j*per 
head. 

“ The who] 3 number pay about 20 a‘. c^ca ? — Above 
205.; betv^een 10,000/. and 11,^00/. are ^aid %y 
whole. 

“ You take this as good e\ idence that sailors ard not the 

r 

im»^rovident class of persons whi *h general ^uihour sup- 
poses ? — Yes. 

“ You think that sailors pi.y as large a poalibn for a fu- 
ture day* of want as any Others ? — I do not thlnl any cjass^ 
of working men in the kingdom contribute So a^ch as 
they do } men ai d boys pay above 205.va*year towards th? 
relief of the necessitous.”— Afr. H, Woodroffe, 


W. Tyler, Pointer, Bolt court, Fleel-st^et, 
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A fioly Rapturefl Bislmp Hall. 

Belshazzar^s Doom. De Courey * 
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^ Sentences* Vesnlng. 

TTuS^ears of God’s Pe^lr 


Toplady. 
the Year. 


I lUxcellency of Christ. Inwards. ^ w 

The Sure Ji^ounda^iion. Davies.* And the Foundation Stfbe. R. Hall, 
diifbt Precious tojill True Believe.f. Davies. And Christ, the Centre 
' of Alfraction. * • • 

The Temper of Jesus* Grosvenor. 


^j^the Rev. 


*Str6ii}» ( 

J. K. Foster, Tutor of Cheshunt CoUege. 
, (To be continued.) 


THE REV. jyHN HAREIS’SjfiVORKS.^ 

/ * • Sixth Thou^nd. 

1. rriie GIlfiAT TE^ClftER : or, (Jh^rJcTeristics ot 

our Lpsd’s Ministry. Crown octftvo, 78?6^. 

* The Twenty-first ThoUdlirul. 

2. MAMMON ; or, Covetousness tlfe Sin ^the Chris- 

tian Church. (The Prize Essay.) Cmwn 8vo. Os^jd. 

The,PourtR Tlrouband, 

3. The CHRISTIAN G^TIZ^N. A* Sermon 

**^^ohalf of the City Mission, Crown 8vo. 28.; boartrs,^2s. 

^4. BRITANNIA: or^ the*Con^fton and ^Claims of 

Sailors. The Prize tils sajfe written for ^e British an# Foreign 
Sailors’ Society. (Dedicate by^pacm^ permissio'ii^o iis Majesty.) 
Crown 8vo, 4s.^d. * • 

• ” *1* < # « • 

HUGHES (Rev. Joseph), MEMaiJI H 

^ Battersea; Secretary of the British and Fq§ei^ Bible Sociotj. *By the 
^ Rev. J. Leifchild. 8vo. Portrait. Cloli# 'boardJ', 12s. 

HW SHALL I PROVIDE FOR MY FAMILY? 

^ l2mo. Sewed. 5th E*tion. 2d., or 148. pe^r 100. , ^ # 

HIL^, LIFIi of the RE V ..R^^L*ANI> Edi- 

tion, w«th considerable additions, and Engravings. Cloth hoards. Is. 

HYMNS adapted to the C%nprehension of ‘Young 

Mlndf, by ftune Houldimh. Sectad Edition. Neat stiiT cove^, Od. 

JlgFFERSON’S (Rev. fohn) COMPANION to tUd' 

CLO^ET^r^he Way to lua^ ^eart right with Goh. ISmQ— g'^th 

— ^ 7r.aATTSE on the OFFICIAL ' 

GLORY #f the GOD. 12mo. Cloth boards, 5s. ^ 

— * WAY of RIGHTEOUSNESS ; or, 

pository Lectures on the Ten Commandinents. ISmo. Cloth, 28. 6d.‘ 

LEJtCH’S' (Rev. W. B.) YOUNG "CHtf ISTIAN« 

REMEMBRANCER. 18m^ Cloth ^rds, 2s. 6d. 



6 , , BoolSi Puhliahed'hy^ Ward and (Jo., 

LEACIi’S CHMSTIAW'S GUIltji lo the LO^V’S-- 

, SUPPER. 18mo. Stifle covers, 6d. , 

Just Published, Nos.'i*to 6, of. 

— A * Serieji of Cards on Self-Examination. 

Id., ores, per 100. ^ * '• t' ^ ^ 

LIFE of the Rev. JEAN FREDERICK NARDIN. 

Pastor of 1-ie Church of RIamont, translated* from the French by the 
Rev. Roller L Blest^ey. 18mo. Stiff cov^yrs, Cd. » j 

LONDON in MAY or, Anthony Hoskins Account 

^f b<(ine of the princiijal Religious and Benevolent Institutions in 
London. By tlj^e^ Author of “ Alan. Gilbert,’* “Grandfather Gregsrj,” 
&c. Cloth boardsl2s. ffJ. 

MAM>ION op, UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. A Dis- 

course <£Uggested by the Fur^ral of N. nothschild, Vlsq. Preached 
at Cfaylarul Cfiapcl’, Clapliam-roa^, August 2r,''ri>.'lG By the Rev. John 
Styles, D.tJi Vs- ♦ I 

MACLAURJIN’S cGLOflYING in the pROSS 

CHRl^t. 18mo. 6d. ® 

manna j/x the WIJjBSRNESS, translated fr(>m the. 

' German, by S. Jafkson.' 32mo. Is. Od. . ' 

MANN’S (Rev. Thomas) ‘HINTS on the GIFT of 

< RAYER. Second Edition. JSiho. 2s. 6d. boards. 

MEMOIR cf the bte THOMAS BATEMAN, M.D., 

Sixteenth Edition, with an Appendix.* Neat stiff covers, 6d. 

■ MEMO'ie-S of MRS. HARRIET NEWELL, Wife 

of tKiJ ,Kev. S. Newell, American Mjpsionary to'^India. 24mo. Clolli 
o boards,^2siK ' ^ » * ' 

Ditto, Ditto. ^,S2mo. Cloth boards. Is. 

"MOTHER’S OFFl^JlfNG. Rhyrfies for the Nursery 

By a Lady. Second Editio/.', with Sixty Wood Cuts and beautiful Stet’ 

' Kijgravings. Cloth, gilt cdge|j 28. 

ME^.SIAH’S POWER ; an Argurfient for Missionarv 

Exer^ioy By t,he Bevi W. BOLLAND, A.M., Vicar of Swincslicad and 
FramxHdh, Lincolnshire. " 

POPU1.AR WORKS, ROBERT MUDIE, Esq. 

The HEAVENS. A Popidar Vi^ew of the CWestial 

I Bodies. * t 

The 'EARTH*. A Popular V^.w of th'* Countrie's, 

^'limatt-s, and Seasons. "v?. b ^ t . 

The AIR. A Popular Accov*'*- the Atmospheric 

Fluid, in its composition, action, phenomena, 'Unu uses in' Jie ecor omy 
<r^ of nature. ' 

I'hc SEA. A Popular View of the Phenomena of 

,, Tides, Inha>'tants^and Uses of the Ocean. » t 

The above New Works are by Robert Mudie, Esq., Author of “Feathered 
T> ^ '»s,' 4 “ Natural History o*’ Birds . With beautiful Frontisp’-ces 



2J, Paterno^ter-roib. ; 7 

Vignettes, print^ in Oil Colours. Iloval 18mo. Price 5^each, cloth 
boaMte, (Hfr four voltes uniform in t^autiful stamped Arabesqii^ 
iporocco, giTHw^s, 248.’^ 

SPRING. 'IJoyal ISmt;, with ‘teaut^Jul EiFoiitispicce, 

\flki\ Vignette, irv oil colours, by Baxter in elegant boards, 5s. To be 

follo^♦d by “ Sinnmcr,” “ AutumA, • “ Winter.” % 

As in the prece^ng Series, an endeavour M'as mwe to explain the 
gjgat operatiems oi nature in the foui dcparti^nits, L^pn tpis bevies, 
tm* ^eet wilfbe to 8hoVi*hQ^aud by what eaffses the ap pearances of 
iraturetWe modified by the changes of t^c ie\olvi>|^ jeafTliji cveiy lati- 
tude ami in every climate. In the latter Scries, tlie app*|ira#ees (»f 
growing and living nature will nccessaiily occimy a eonspicuous place, 
and, course, it will not b# possible to^reat^rftperly of the Seasons, 
without boine allusions to the God of the bcusoiC. 

As in the one Series, in the other, each viAinc will 1>» cfunplcte in 
itself, and yet the whole will be so adapted to each other a# to form one 
continuous work. « ’ * . * 


M’^FATJIER’S FIRESIDE; ^01^ l^articuJari^ 

^ of my Eafly Years. ISmo. StilF covers, ts. ^ r 

JIAN’S ABILITY and, OBLqSjfTIOllg. SgconI 

Edrfion. Pripe 4d., stiflf ccfvers. Is. boards, gilt edges. • 

’the happy MEETING; or, “,OH, THiX 

WILL BE JOYFUL I” Sot to 2d., tor 148. per 100. • 

PlTKlP (Rev. Robert) on |he LQVE of the SrtRIT. 

^ 3s. fid. Royal 18mo. Jijst I^Jblished. * ^ • 

‘ CHRISTIAN •EXPERIENCED cy, a Guide’ 

to tJie Perplexed.* 8th Editu^. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. * • 

C/UiViMUNION with GOD V or, ^ Guide *to 

the Devotior.i^i. 5th F^ition. Cloth buurdj^ (m. * • 

V— ETERNITY REALlZfkD*; or, a Guide to 

^ th^Thoughtful. Third Edition. C^th hoards, 2s. Od. r • < 

PLEASlI^G GOD ; or,, a Guide Jto thc^on- 

seffutious. 3rd Edition. Cloth boards, 2s.^d. ^ % 

a- Gf>D of GLOrYT a Guide to fhe^Doubt- . 

ting. 4th Edition. Cloth boards, 2s. ^d. , 

/ » SECOND !fERIES*-rOR THE YOUNG. ^ 

MANLY PiEl*Y in ifs PRINCHHJig? 

V_»]vfANL¥ Pllilfl^ ill its »inKn^ Cloth 

. boards, 2s. Gd. * ^ 

— 2 TVIANf.Y PISTY in its REALIZATIONti. 

'Cloth boards, 28. 6d. « * 

Th* above Eight Volumes, half-bound, morocco back s^nd corners, gilt 
•edges, of in silk, 32 b. • * § 

PIKE S PERSUASIVES to' EARLY PIE'0> - ^dotk 

boards, Is.* 
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BooktPublishe&fby ^Ward and C<., 

PIKE’S RELIGION and ETERNAL LIFEf' oi 

‘’Ur;eHgion and Pcrpetuaf lin, the only .eriiativ^/ Mankind. 18 luO 
CJoth boards, 2s. f#. 

PORTIoi^S ^/the H0LY*SCRIPTI;RES, vi" 

Ephesians, P^^fippians, ColossAais, Timothy, Titus, James, Rjter, John. 
Koan, gilt ^ fes, 4d. 

Ditto, ROiViAN<Ji», 6d. To be continued. , * 
PURI JAN FARM; or, Old Ways kept u;/m New 

Times by a PuritaQ Family. ISmo. Cloth boards, Is. 6d. 

REDEMPTION', A Poem,' in Eight BGoks. By 

the B' V.' J. Swainr*. New Edition. 32mo. '•Cloth boards, 2s. 

RELIGION in AMERICA. ThiFd^Edition. A Nar- 
rative of the Dw/^Jitation the Baptis^ Union in England to the Bap- 
tist Churclics'^if the United Sta^s of America and Canads,. By tue llev. 

I F. A. Ct-x, n.i). and LI/IX, and the Rev. James Hoby, dJ.D. In ou"* 
thick voluin«' 12mo.,.-u neat cloth, with 12 Engravings. »s. 

;3ABbATIi§ on the’ CONTINENT. By Mrs^ Sher- 

jp^ood. 18mo. Cloth boards, Is. 6d. i- 

SABRED MIRROR, T^ie. Is. 6d. 

SAVl^^G - FAITH DISCOVERED, in Three 'Dia- 

< . logueSj^by the Rev. T. Wilcox. 32mo#> Stiff covers, 4d. 

SCOTTISH WAN^DERER, - The ; or, Patience anJ 

ConlMit^ciit m Humble Life. 18mo. Is. 

SEARLE’ls COMPANION for the SEASON of MA- 

TEKN.^.L SOklCITIiD^. '‘Cloth boards, 3 b 

SICK VISITOR’S ASSISTANT. Ciflt’, 

‘iioa/ds, 38. 6d. 

SEM’-£!OMMUNTpN. By the Rev. John Morison. 

D.D. .'i^ino., oth. ll 

SHEPHERD and his FLOCK. A New Edition, 

considtrubly enlarged, with a F ontispiece. 18mo., gilt edges, is. 6d. 

SIGOURNEY’S ‘^KETCJlEg. Contents :-Tfe Fa- 

*’thei-;^tgend ''•f Oxford — The Family Portraits — Oriana — The Intem- 
~.or«te — The Patriarch. 18mo., i^l^edgr;. Cloth boatsds, 6d. 

!_ EVENING Rl^ A dings in Histoi y; 

arranged for the Use'bf the Young, and' of Ea»..‘'ly Circles. 18mo. Four 
»•* Engravings. Cloth boards, 28. ^ ^ 

LAYS from the WEST ; a Series 

of Poems on 'lacred Subjects. Gilt edges. Cloth boards, Is. 

LETTERS to YOUNG LADIES, 

Tho.a/ifinted'irojfi the AmericiJb Edition, ‘‘With an IntToduf\|tory £ssa$vi>y 
J.‘ Belcher. Gilt edges. Cloth boaVjj, Is. 6d. 
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21, Putcmo^ier-row. 

^fGC^IllNEY’S LETTERS tcf YOUNG LADIES* 

► • In silk,^2s. 

; 1 WAV' tp be II/\PP V* A/ldresscd to 

, fhr Youft^. Cl^h boards, Is. 

! INTEMPERATE. still' 

covcr.s, 4(1. > * i' 1 

§JM.i‘EE E>?fclUrRERS ; or, Social iVoir’;. :<jti()ns in 

a Counti Town, on the subject of Opeb Communion, lly ALKfUlS. 
18m(f.i«tifF rovers, 6(1. / * 

«I5C MONTHS in a CO^NVENT.’ Tfli'e Narrative of 

llebecca Theresa Reed. , Third Edition. Cloth girds, Is. • ^ 

SUPPLEMENT to;; Ditto, includin'r, a ^ccoildj State- 
ment by Mis.s lieca; an Exposure* of the System of Cloister Jidueai ion, 
av^ a Contirinatioii of the ^arrativx* by tic Tcsi:.ii<jiy of One Jlun- 
(lifed Witiv^ses. 18mo. Cloth boards. Is. / j f 

StJGGES'^lONS DESIGNED' fo ,PR(VM(5 tE tlid 

REVIVAL and EXTENSION! of ktiXUlION; by \ke Rev.*?. A.) 
^ Cox.^D.!)., LL.i3.1*rice 2d., or 14s. per 100.* , • 

•SMITH’S c6mMON«SCENES 1MPR0V,ED. Tlrfe 

Parts. Gilt edges. Cloth hoards, . 6d. • • • 

STE.'^L’sREMEDYforWANDEniNGTtieUlfllTS 

1 ■ in the Worship of God. A i-ew Edition, revised aiurcorrcc^d. C'Jofli 
• boards, 3s. \ ^ 

TEMPLE’S (Eben-ofRopliford) CIIOICEfLllWERS 

• from the G,;*’-'''' o'" Literature. 32mo. elotli. Is. » * * 

_ The GHRISTIAN’S ,_DAU.Y 

SURY'. 12ino. cloth, gilt edges. 5s. • 

'I cjiuPIATION : a Treatise on Satanic Iiitlu'^nPe. 

'Ey me Rev. S. Ransc.n, Classical Tutor of Hackney College. Neat 
rfoth boards, 2s. (id. 18inu. j • ' 

TESTAMENTARY COUN.:,L'.,S, and 11 Hail'S to 

’ Christi-ns on the Disposal of their Prc^ierty by Will. Ry Mr. W. 
Jones, Travelling Secretary to the Jlehgious Tract Suej«lj^ J8mo. 
Cloth hoards, 2s. 6d. ^ * 

THORNTON’S (R?v. John'.lfBills/ic.iy,) VILIaGE 

, CONVERSATIONS ; or, Thi^s worth Considering. #Clothloar^, ?i!? 

— i r - FULNfig?* Mid FREKN^ESS 

CllTUilL BLESSING!}, ^''"ond Edition. ISmo. Cloth boards.i^ [id 

• — 1 SE ..101(-S WARNHiteS; addressed ts 

va'rious Clashes of Persons. Second Edition. 1 8mo. Cloth boards, 1 s. 6J| 

— ^ ^ JOURNEY to SALhM. An Allegory. 

Cl'tHljoard.,!,. • * 1 

CHRISTIAN 'CONSOLATION? • ".r 

''Ak Preciou.yaess of Ch’-ist to all 'who beKeve. Cloth boaiads, Is. 6( \ 

* * 



10 . ^ookl^Publish^S^ by and Ci ‘. , 

.OTHORNTON’S JE93AMINE QOTTAGE ; 

^2stic Najrrative of th&»i-^appy Death ofl^e Motliep*»jf^i''l/our Childz^. 
^cond Edition. C Cloth * tarda, Is., sti^ covers, ^d* ^ * 

TEMPElf EETENED, 'Essential iSi Persona? an^ 

Domes,tic I^ipiness. Kinth^r^ousand. Is. ' ‘ «i * 

TIMP^tO^^S FEMALE NEW TECT AMENT BIO-‘ 

GRATIiy. I8n d. Cloth boards, With a teautiful.Stffel En-^ 

g^avin^. ^ 

PARENT’S GEM : being a Gui'’: to the 

Evidences of, ^ChiiYianiV'. 32mo. chth, Is. 4d. ; in silk, gilt edges; 2s^ 

dHl{ ISTI AN’S ANNUAL DIKECTORl ' 

for Rea-Ciiig the Scriptures. Stitched, neat wrapper, 3d. , 

fillVLlCAL GEM; for^Ve Young. 2nd 


Edition. d4^iio., tuck, fs. 4d. uStiff covers, 8d. 

'■ TOWNS’ENb’s'' I’ABLE of SCRIPTURE POR- 

TlONS for .,' ;AILY 'ilEADi^lG, by. which the whole of the Sacred Vo- 
luble iii:iy*l)e read thrcf.igh in ChYonological Order during t|^ie ycar.^ 
,’> 211 ) 0 ., stiU covo-h*, 2d., or 12s. per lOO. 

/^jLAGlO WALKS. By the author of “ Emina de 

Lissau." Second Edition, gilt ^.Igcs, 2s. 

WATOU, tifc of Rev. b.'. Cloth, Is. 

WAYEAND’S (R^v. Profes,sor) MORAL DIGNITY’ 

ofthe jysiy.o’NAUy ENTKRPKlsli. 'Sino., stiff covers, Is. 

V'lL^lNfiON ON QUAKERISM, -^s. 
yO.UNG MAN’S COMPANION in A^'^'orld. 

edges, (.doth btiards, 

"’YOUNG’S (Rev. .T(f?tn, A.M., of Albion 

‘'Is I*f:TU RES on Ihe DISTINCTIVE DOCTRINES of POPERY ; id 
PROTESTANTISM. 8vo. Cloth boards, TIs. . 


Gilt 


u di • RLWARDS. 

NEW SERlf^ToP TiALFPENNY BOOKS. 

H. impatience. * 

15. What Children owe to their 


1. How to be llappv. 

2. True ol Little Polks. 

3. The living Jewess. 

4. The 4#ciiilent Childrei' 

•V .Cv>iJitas/nn of Faults. 

(i.. 'I'fte Bees. 

7 . in-Nat;ire. 

8. TiVi Sister’s Grave. 

9. Haj py Deaths. ^ * 

10. James and ChafiesV 
K. Be kind to your Sister. 

12. The Fatherless Bo 3 l ^ 

13. The American Girls. 


i 


, , P;, u'nts. 

"IC. Littlejohn, the Indian >-hild. 
1 7 Good Advice. 


Little Catherine, 
llin por tattt 1 nquirj'. 


18, Xhe Orphan 
baren till Love. 

217. lIuvoulX* Benevolence. 

21. fL Raines and his Sister. 

22. M»il<N>^’lr>ught. 

23. ulia Brace. 

2 . Missionary Voyf.,c. 

(To be continued.) 
PENNY BOOKS. 

• f j My Mother’s Gold Ring. 

, 1 iy)st and Found, by Mrs. Sigoux* 
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27 , PatertW8ter-row, 


- ^TWO#ENN'.lBOOK:fe. j • 

Directions R Persons juBrconunei;kcing a BeligSous Li£C 
A Sectarian Aing.# ‘ * * 

n4Ki afraid there is a God. 

The OriJnit- Hope. By Doddridgi;. 

W^&ldOick ana ^liood ldtt'«% Robin. 

Lasf Hours William Rt..i&ee. 

Ihort Accoun.^ of Thomas Pickard. . 

^iifhttrs.. 'M'inetrcl - nr TTirmno fnr flnttatrare In TVn* ^f^ti 

vX 


ZotUgtr Minstr*! ; or Hymns for Cottagers in Doi. <stic Worship. 
The Bible above all Price. By P yson. ^ 


fable of Scripture Portions for Daily Reading, byRev. ^•eo.'iWnsend. 

. ackets ofSOilalf^nny,^ Penny, 7 Twopenny-and S,. ^reewnny Books, 
<tsorted, price Is. eac^ packet. • 


18mo. SERIES, PRICE 4d., STIFF ’C ,ERS/, . 

The I'n;:TOR’S WIDOW. By the Rr/. J. BE^CReR. 
The TILLAGE CONVERT. By the same Author, 
The INFIDEL CONVERTED. the same Au- 

thor. 

A short ACCOUNT of ELIZA G . Recommended 

-by the Rev. J. ARUNDEL. 

The PHILOSOPHER’S STOKE. By Mrs. CAME- 

RON. 

NEW SERIES OF TRA ’TS, . 

/ Suitable for Tr«ct and Districi Visiting Societies. * j 

1. The Duty of Christians i... each oilier in tlie Maintenance of-woly 
■ Conduct. By the late Rev. A. Fuller. 12 pages, 5s. jier hu^^^1^ed. 

9. The Dying Robber, and Poor Matilda. 12 pages, 6^. per hundred 

а. Secr^ Prayer. 12 pages, 5a. per 100. ^ 

4 . 'xhc Sick Gardener. 8 pages, 3r 4d. por ^''0. 

5. Better Try. 4 pages, Is. fcd. per 100. 

б. Better Not. 4 pages, is. 8«' per lOP. ' 

7. The Sabbath. 4 page.,, Is. 8d. per 100. - . 

8, How shall I provide for my Family? 24 pages, 14b. per WO. | 

0. The Eh.,!--, i^'ble, itsHistoryand Results. 24 pages, 14 fper 100. p 
(To be continued.) 


I UPLisilED I't ’nTTHLY. 

Th. EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE, Cd. 

T"IE REVI N^ALTST. A V^ork which , hAs been 

honoured .vitli the Extensive/^ ' -"ag : of the 1 .hiic, . .id has been liap- 
pi'y useful in promoting the greatobjocl at which itaiih.s,* ^ 

This Magazine, price Twbpence, contains 3fi closely-printed p^es of Essays, 
Poetry, Intelligence, Recomnienda^i ns of Books, &c., andisdlinstrated with 
Eng iving . It is .dieted by JJ * Rev. J. Belclier, and is equally adapted# 
for circulation among Christians ho are de»^rous of UBefuli|||B8, and in Hie* 
Cottages of the Poor. . - ^ A 

Th’ F^j-irLY MAGAZINE. Coiitaftiing%^lt.*8vo., 

printed on good ^ aper, 4a? Vol. 1, 2s. ^.^vol. 2,gNn^ i^oa'"’‘if 
48. 6d. each. ^ % 

This Mp"azine or .ns iiuteresting Domesni...«£lvrativc8; Eways on “im- 
portant Subjects in Rer.,riou and Science; Sketches of Biography, Jlis- 
tory, i. 'd Geography; ^’ ’’strations of the Sacred Writings ; Vaneties, 
Religious and Moral; Ndtiaes of Ne’A and Useful Books;- Poetry; 
Domestic and General Intelligence; and, in a word, ■wj’»teverlhe pious 
parent would wish to see in the hands of eviry meihber of his family. 



12 Boohs BuhlUHi^d by Ward and Co.^ Paternoster ^row' 

Printed ‘ti iinperisf'^ -tavo, oit beai'tiful Fapcfr, , 

W^RD’i?^* MISCFX.LAIJ'fc of Liter^-ture, Science, ai]ci. 

ReliffiiSn, under the supertfrtendcnoe of a Society for the Ad^^'wCment* 
of Literature, Science, Religion. Published Wednesd,J^, 

->*ce 2d. ; Vnd on the firsii'^ f every Month, in a ue;n’ wrappf ^ orice 9d. 

The HERALD *>f P'EACE. trice 2d. - Itlo.'a. 

Series, to be cofpitnued. 

TEMPmA^CE PENN? MAGA5^:iNE. Auxili^ 

ary Sr/iiet^* ^nay be supplied with Nos. 1 to 10, a^50s. per l^,*for 
giving^way. " 

The PITiOT. ‘ 


This day is published,^ •> 

Price 358., I i imperial ?Vv!, cloth boards, and in rpyal 4to., price 55s.; form' 
iiig a thick naudsome \ulume, beahtilUUy prinredtilC' new type cast foi 
the purpose, " / - * 

THE C0NDE1SV>ED COMMEHTARY anc-* Family. 

^ Exposition of tlie Holy Bfsie, with upwards of thirty thousand Notes, 
critical and ex .lanatotV, from the works of Eminent Biblical 

WriL'rs of all Ages, Countries, and I enominations, ''-ccompanicf’ with 
brief Reflections lojr the Family and Closet. By the Rev. Ingram 
^(jbbin, A.M. . 

The 14-“'^ ‘r feels grai**ful for the approbation which tliis work has rccei\ pd 
^'^’roin many iiighly < stoeme<l Hev^ews, as well as from numerous Cle gj 
men C..^ Dj^jso'iting Miri'^ters, w>'p, together with a large num|,er ut 
lay subscribers, liavn hoMoured it with 'heir warmest commendations. i 
AS it is, lotnevei, not generally known ,hi rcinote parts of the coftntrj 
he begs leave, in behalf C'i the publishers, to explain its peculiar advan- 
tages. To l&irf.w>l3rs the work cannot fail to be exccolingly useful, since 
ii presenth at one view, the most important criticisroa'AVo.'vhest critics 
oil the text, aV'J will save much time, expense, and lal ^ur; and while 
L it etk^tains an iWtsuwse b*uy 4 »f notes, the spidt of many volumes, its 
compass alltfw-of h^Vt^g used as a pulpit lolnmr. To 
( hristiiir's, for the stutjlyg^^^‘ ploset, it,Qatr,ant,i'Tes must be equt.“ 
gr^t , for here, witho t having tj^ir mi.'<.. , distiaettMlle a ivngt 
comm nt, to which all have not liirc to atten*’, tb y .lay, almost at ; 
glauQ*', airive at the meaning of each passege, and hnd most of *h6 
diffirhiiit . ••pniove't. To Ap heads of Families the volume must also 
commend i.Jl, if they b* WAi'e for exposition, they can iiae the 

short iiut<!^ to profit : and if not, the brevity of the reflections w il. allow 
of thwr ’ cnig read without occupy ing a lai get portion of time than many 
poratms'An^&'lftce and business arc Ub'e to spare. A part of the original 
text is often given, the advantage* {x*" which be obvWhis td^the 
scholar ry/IhUe, to the les ’“ameil rljuler, the passage is so explained as 
to erioy much of the spiriVof the criticism, One addi- 
ti^al flAcV^ of this work is, that it uev^r pa^'ses over OUmi^'it dass ges, 
auc; thSl ipjuiy of the most knotty %rd^:::exted at considef;^!]' .0 le igth, 

" oombio’ngxliie views of the most distinguish^ waiters, so as in general 
V'*,© remise their seemin** ^fficulties. Th*td;^l,/jr#, entirely free from 
sectarian spirit, bat*flTe Editor’s refleetionrare iif*..onformity to those 
ptMciples of vital religion on which all gi^ifine Christians ^ agreed. 


T^ler, Irlntor, Bolt-oouzt, Fleet-street. 







